Bible Study Tuesday 28 January 2003

What standards (principles, values) are you following today; those of the world, or those of God?

Romans 8:3-4 For though the law could not do it, because it was made helpless through our lower nature, yet God, by sending His own Son in a body similar to that of our lower nature, and as a sacrifice for sin, passed sentence upon sin through His body, 4. so that the requirement of the law might be fully met in us who do not live by the standard set by our lower nature, but by the standard set by the Spirit. (Williams New Testament)

Regardless of the vessel or instrument that Father may use to speak to the believer, it is imperative that that person hears Father’s voice, Father’s counsel.

Galatians 4:1-5 I mean this: As long as the heir is under age he is not a whit better off than a slave, although he is heir of all the property, 2. but he is under guardians and trustees until the time fixed by the father. 3. So when we were spiritually under age, we were slaves to the world's crude notions, 4. but when the proper time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born subject to law, 5. to ransom those who were subject to law, so that we might be adopted as sons. (Williams New Testament)

For by grace are you saved through faith. It is not anything that you can do of yourself, or for yourself, other than accepting Father’s sacrifice in and on your behalf. Now, once one has accepted the gift, what will they do with it? Will you continue to try to please God by operating in and under the lower nature?

It is by the standard set by the Spirit, that we become partakers of His divine nature. That is, that we begin then to live in union with Christ. Paul said it well, that we are to be that written epistle, known and read of all; because the living Word is to be written in and upon our hearts by the Spirit, so that His Word is an actual way of life and living, not just something that one has memorized or mimics.

John 3:20-21 For anyone who is in the habit of doing wrong hates the light, and to keep his actions from being reproved, he does not come out into the daylight. 21. But whoever is in the habit of living the truth will come out in the daylight, that his actions may be shown to be performed with God's help. (Williams New Testament)

Whose standard will you choose to live by this day?
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