Bible Study Monday 27 January 2003

Are you trying to reform (change, alter, modify, restructure, reorganize) the lower nature, or operate in the divine nature of Christ, which has been made available to you?

Romans 7:22-23 For in accordance with my better inner nature I approve God's law, 23 but I see another power operating in my lower nature in conflict with the power operated by my reason, which makes me a prisoner to the power of sin which is operating in my lower nature. (Williams New Testament)

We are not supposed to conform ourselves to this world, yet how often does a person try to satisfy or please those that are of this world?

Romans 12:1-2 I beg you, therefore, brothers, through these mercies God has shown you, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies as a living sacrifice, devoted and well-pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 2. Stop living in accordance with the customs of this world, but by the new ideals that mold your minds continue to transform yourselves, so as to find and follow God's will; that is, what is good, well-pleasing to Him, and perfect. (Williams New Testament)

Stop living in accordance (agreement, harmony, friendship, unity) with the customs (traditions, fads, crazes, trends, obsessions) of this world. Yet, how often does one allow society to influence them, more than the Message delivered by and through Christ? 

New ideals that are based in and on the Message delivered by and through Christ, are now what are essential for us to be molded into one of His. Since it is God’s kingdom, one then must understand that it is His standard alone, that tells us what is required to gain entrance there.

One can clearly see, that since Adam and Eve, that man (the lower nature) without the Spirit of God available to them, is not able to do the things that are essential to please the Creator. It is only by accepting God’s terms for the new creation (John 3:3-8, 2 Corinthians 5:16-17) and then continuing in that union with Him, that allows the Word to mold or transform us into that being that is pleasing to God and the standard which He has set forth for the believer to follow after or live. It is His Word, which is Spirit and life, that is able to bring about any change in me, as I yield to it, and submit my life to it.

What is it that you have submitted to this day?
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