Bible Study Friday 24 January 2003 

If it is the new beginning, then it must be a new life, guided and directed by new standards.

Romans 8:12-14 So, brothers, we are under obligations, but not to our lower nature to live by the standard set by it; 13. for if you live by such a standard, you are going to die, but if by the Spirit you put a stop to the doings of your lower nature, you will live. 14. For all who are guided by God's Spirit are God's sons. (Williams New Testament)

Believers are in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in them. Through him they will have glorified bodies. These facts lead to one certain conclusion. So then, brothers, we are under obligation, but not to the flesh, to live according to its demands. Assuming that you live according to the flesh, Paul tells his readers, you are about to die. This is a spiritual death. But assuming that by the Spirit you keep putting to death the evil deeds of the body, you will live. Both "ifs" in <Rom 8:13> assume the actuality of the thing stated. The conclusions logically follow. Their solemnity corresponds to the seriousness of the action in the "if" clauses. Since spiritual death here is viewed as climactic —the final banishment from God's presence —the life referred to must be the glorified life that awaits the believer. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

We are not debtors to the flesh, neither by relation, gratitude, nor any other bond or obligation. We owe no suit nor service to our carnal desires; we are indeed bound to clothe, and feed, and take care of the body, as a servant to the soul in the service of God, but no further. We are not debtors to it; the flesh never did us so much kindness as to oblige us to serve it. It is implied that we are debtors to Christ and to the Spirit: there we owe our all, all we have and all we can do, by a thousand bonds and obligations. Being delivered from so great a death by so great a ransom, we are deeply indebted to our deliverer. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Each day, you have the choice to walk in the newness of life which the Spirit of God provides for you!
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