Bible Study Thursday 23 January 2003

What is the difference between thinking what God says; and knowing what God says?

Romans 8:7-8 Because one's thinking the things suggested by the lower nature means enmity to God, for it does not subject itself to God's law, nor indeed can it. 8. The people who live on the plane of the lower nature cannot please God. (Williams New Testament)

[Because the carnal mind is enmity against God] Because it is a carnal mind, and relishes earthly and sinful things, and lives in opposition to the pure and holy law of God. Therefore, it is hostility against God; it is irreconcilable and implacable hatred. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

The lower nature, the carnal mind, the leadings of the flesh always will operate against the law and will of God; regardless of how a person may try to justify their actions.

[So then.] Because this carnal mind is enmity against God, they that are in the flesh-- who are under the power of the workings of this carnal mind (which every soul is that has not received redemption in the blood of the Lamb). (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

For anyone that is not operating in the divine nature, they will be entertaining the cravings or desires of the lower nature. One is either for God, or against Him, there is no middle ground.

[Cannot please God.] Because of the rebellious workings of this principle of rebellion and hatred. And, if they cannot please God, they must be displeasing to him; and consequently in the broad road to final perdition. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Anytime that you do not obey that which God asks of you, do you consider it rebellion and hatred towards God? As Clarke says, if we are not pleasing Him, then we must be displeasing to Him. One often forgets what Jesus Christ stated that He did to be pleasing to Father.

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. (KJV)

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. (KJV)

John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. (KJV)

And the will of God is: 

Galatians 1:3-4 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)
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