Bible study Monday 20 January 2003
<greg> Father we thank you for this day and the opportunity to come boldly before your

throne of grace, seeking your counsel and guidance on how to walk another day on the

path of life, being a partaker of your divine nature through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> Phil 2:5-7, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<greg> at first glance of this verse, and many times in the past, i would look at this and

think, well, that was the Lord Himself, how would that fit in my life, however, Paul is very specific to say that we are to let this mind be in us as well

<greg> so to understand being equal with God, understanding what the word equal

means, hopefully will shed some light

<greg> 2470 isos (ee'-sos);

<greg> probably from 1492 (through the idea of seeming); similar (in amount and kind):

<greg> KJV-- + agree, as much, equal, like.

<greg> what Father is asking of each and everyone of us, is quite simply, to renew our minds, so that we can come into agreement with the word, expecting nothing less than victory which is afforded us in Christ

<greg> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV)

<greg> and even though, you may not be asked to walk on water today, does that

exclude you from being a partaker of His inheritance?

<at-peace> no <disciple> no, it sure doesn't <diligently> no

<chosen> no <m-m> no

<greg> Gal 5:25, If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV)

<greg> we know that the just shall live by faith, hearing that message delivered by

Christ, and allowing that to become real in active in ones life

<greg> paul said that he fought the good fight of faith, but does that mean he spent his

time arguing and fighting with other christians, or rather it was a fight to keep the body

in subjection to the spirit, so that he also could do those things that are pleasing in the

sight of God

<m-m> that is so true

<diligently> it was a battle to keep the body in subjection to the spirit

<greg> I Jn 2:5-6, But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. (KJV)

<diligently> it is a battle

<greg> when we see the word perfect, or perfected, keep in mind that it refers to

maturity, growing up into Him in all things, which is a constant training process, keeping our spiritual senses exercised to discern both good and evil, so that we will not react according to the senses of the lower nature

<greg> and with each and every situation, we always have that choice, will we respond

in the spirit, or react according to the flesh

<greg> 2531 kathos- 1) according as a) just as, even as b) in proportion as, in the degree that 2) since, seeing that, agreeably to the fact that 3) when, after that

<greg> and here again in verse 6, we see the phrase even as, which again will not

happen unless one is able to keep the body in subjection to the spirit, and come into

agreement with God, despite what others or outward circumstances appear

<greg> and if the word says that we are to walk even as He walked, has not Father

provided what is needed to carry that out?

<chosen> yes <diligently> yes <disciple> yes! <at-peace> yes <labourer> completely

<greg> the point being in all this, have you established that personal relationship, do

you know your place in the body, are you content with what Father is asking of you?

<at-peace> today, yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes

<greg> when you look in the mirror, do you see a new creation, or are you still looking

through the veil, telling God HE didn’t do a complete work?

<disciple> i see a new creation in Christ

<diligently> a new creation

<m-m> if I live in the flesh now... am living a lie

<greg> living a lie, yes, and in essence are we not calling God a liar as well?

<m-m> yup

<disciple> yes

<diligently> yes

<greg> I Jn 4:17-18, Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (KJV)

<greg> God has not given us that spirit of fear, so at some point or for whatever reason

we have allowed, the communication between us has been broken, and we are no

longer in agreement with Him, and we know or should know that God is a spirit, and in order for Him to be

worshipped it must be in spirit and in truth

<greg> a perfect, mature love, willing and seeking only to do those things which please

the Father, having the mind renewed, will cast down those imaginations and any

thought that would be contrary to Him

<greg> I Jn 4:17-18,17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (KJV)

<greg> our goal, our only desire this day, this moment, now faith, should be to stay in

agreement with Him, knowing that i can do all things through Christ who strengthens

me

<greg> lol i still need some work on the computer, that was not the verse i intended

<greg> John 10:30 I and my Father are one. (KJV)

<greg> and as long as we keep the mind renewed, being of one accord, likeminded, we

will hold fast our profession of faith without wavering

<greg> after all, if God be for us, who could possibly be against us? any q's or

comments this day?

<greg> James 1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (KJV)

<greg> allow patience to have its perfect work this day, lacking nothing, knowing that we are complete in Him, if no comments, the channel is open, have a blessed and prosperous day in Christ

<greg> as long as we have all to stand, that is all Father is asking of us, we do not have to try and impress HIm, its His good pleasure to give us of His kingdom, and it pleases Him when we receive it

<at-peace> but whoever practices obedience to His message really has a perfect love of God in his heart.  By this we can be sure that we are in union with Him:  Whoever claims, "I am always in union with Him," ought to live has He lived. (Williams NT for 1John 2:5-6)

<labourer> we are so blessed to see the things we see

<greg> yes thanks, i had that one on microsoft word, i like how it is phrased, to be in union

<disciple> was just thinking about "wanting nothing"   in Him, we have everything we need for our salvation, so if we want anything...it isn't a need...just something our flesh wants

<greg> James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (KJV)

<greg> thats why james said when we fall into the temptations, we took the bait and are now seeking a way of escape

<greg> and now one has to slow down and hear all the counsel of God, so that we stay in agreement

<disciple> yes

<labourer> Rom 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. (KJV)

<greg> union, joint participation, a partaker of His divine nature

<greg> John 5:17-19 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the

 sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. (KJV)

<greg> being a doer of the word and not just a hearer, coming into agreement with the Father, knowing His word does not return void
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