Bible Study for 30 November, 1998

Father...we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together in the name of your Son and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. Father, we open our heart and ears to you this day, that we might hear and receive the guidance that you have for us this day, that will make us the stronger more capable servants for that which you ask of us this day. Father, we are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and the blessings that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> Let us not be weary in well doing…yet…many time we gets discouraged when we do not see results in our time. Also, many times it is the attitude of our heart that gets in the way. Do we always have a clean heart when we go before the Lord? 

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<renewed> no

<big_L> no

<opentext> Many time we are so busy looking at someone else’s problems and shortcomings... that we forget about, or overlook our own. Are our motives always pure?

<renewed> nope

<helpmate> not always

<shama> no

<at-peace> nope

<big_L> no

Ps 66:18, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: (KJV)

<opentext> def for iniquity...

205 'aven-

trouble, wickedness, sorrow 

a) trouble, sorrow 

b) idolatry 

c) trouble of iniquity, wickedness

<opentext> How often do we go before Father with the wrong motives?

<renewed> sometimes

<big_L> Probably too often.

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> We need to want eternal life for those that we are praying for, or holding up before the throne. Which of these next two examples would be right...?

<opentext> Father...help this person because they are becoming a real pain.

<opentext> Father...this person is going to go to hell unless they see your love.

<helpmate> The last

<at-peace> The 2nd one

<shama> The 2nd one

<big_L> The second one

<renewed> The second

<opentext> Yet...how often does the first one enter in?

<renewed> A lot of the time.

<at-peace> sometimes

<big_L> I think that I think that more than actually pray it.

Prov 15:8-10, The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight. The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness. Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ is made unto us righteousness....and we have to be imitators of Him..... Many times when Father is talking with us...we forget to look in the mirror first, before we look at others

<helpmate> true

<opentext> If we would examine ourselves first....our motives and thoughts would always be more pure and forthright.

Gal 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing

<opentext> Don't we sometimes get weary in well doing...we get tired and discouraged?

<renewed> yes

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes we do

Gal 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing

Prov 15:29-33, The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous. The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat. The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise. He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding. The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times, we read the Word, but we do not take the time to ***hear** what it says.

<helpmate> Heb 12:11Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. (KJV)

<helpmate> hmmmm....v30,the eyes are a window to the soul.

<opentext> Note.. the eyes and the heart....and when our heart is right...it makes the body healthy. He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding. 

<helpmate> He chastens and rebukes those He loves.

2 Tim 3:16, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (KJV)

<opentext> Why does Father correct us? Only because He likes to watch us squirm?

<renewed> No, because He wants us to be able to walk in the fullness of Christ, and experience the peace that comes with that.

<at-peace> Because He loves each of us, and wants us to be with Him eternally.

<helpmate> Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. (KJV)

<opentext> Very good answers.

<opentext> He wants us to be with Him for eternity.... so it is essential, that we always examine the motives of our heart.

Prov 28:9-13, He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession. The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we ignore Father's instruction?

<renewed> Trying more and more not to, but still do sometimes.

<helpmate> Sometimes we think we are not hearing properly and sometimes we just ignore them.

<big_L> More than I should.

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: Have we ever heard Father say to us how important the example that we set is??

<renewed> yes

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes

Ps 37:23-24 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when we allow the Word to illuminate our each and every step...and light our path... that the step we take is ordered by the Lord... for we are doing that which He asks, and are going where He leads us.

Gal 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you ever get a bit tired and worn out sharing the same thing over and over with someone else?

<renewed> yes

<shama> yeah

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> yep

<opentext> How often do we hold fast our profession of faith without wavering?

<helpmate> Sometimes the other person needs reassurance though.

<renewed> Getting better at that.

<helpmate> Here too.

<at-peace> Learning daily at holding fast without wavering.

<opentext> Yes Helen....just as many times Father has to speak to us again and again before we listen and obey

<helpmate> yup

<opentext> We often times forget, what it took for us to get where we are..... and how often Father still has to repeat things to us.

<at-peace> ummm...yup, that is true

<helpmate> Yes we do.....and it wasn't always easy for us either.

Isa 1:15-19, And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: (KJV)

<opentext> If ye be willing and obedient, (then) ye shall eat the good of the land: 

1 Sam 15:22-23 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV)

Ps 66:18, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: (KJV)

<blessed> James 3:18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV)

<opentext> Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry....and how often are we stubborn in our thoughts and actions?

<renewed> I know I am at times.

<at-peace> sometimes

Gal 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we get ready to faint... because we think people are not listening... or paying attention?

<shama> Often.

<renewed> Often, especially if it *seems* like a long period of time for us.

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> Have we forgot what we were like at one time? How much did Father have to speak to us before we started to hear and obey?

<renewed> A lot to me

<shama> heaps

<big_L> I’m still trying to get to that place of hearing and obeying.

<opentext> We all have those areas to overcome Kathy...we all have things that hinder us.

<at-peace> sometimes, a lot

<opentext> Many times when Father uses the body to bring correction to us, we take it as a personal attack...and when we do that, we have closed our ears to hearing.

John 9:31, Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. (KJV)

<big_L> Then how do sinners get Fathers attention?

<opentext> Be asking Father for forgiveness.

Isa 50:7-8 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me. (KJV)

<opentext> Let us not be weary in well doing..... How long did it take for some of us to hear?

<renewed> A long long time.

<helpmate> A long time.

<big_L> Still in the process.

<at-peace> Many years, before I heard and obeyed His calling.

<helpmate> We are all in that process.

<opentext> We are all in the process...for each day our hearing should become more fine tuned to Father's voice. As we go about our Father's business this day...let us not be weary in well doing, let us be as patient with others, as He has been with us. We will close here for today, any questions from today...or things to share?

<renewed> Larry, why would sorrow be one of the definitions for iniquity?

<opentext> The difference between fleshly sorrow, and spiritual sorrow.

<renewed> Ah, okay

<opentext> fleshly sorrow = pity spiritual sorrow = compassion

<opentext> fleshly sorrow = priest and the Levite spiritual sorrow = the good Samaritan

<blessed> James 3:18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV)

<blessed> James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. (KJV)

<blessed> Does anyone feel like a garden today?

<opentext> Vines being pruned...ground being tilled....

<big_L> Larry, what do you do if you cannot seem to hear Father in some situations clearly enough to make a correction decision?

<opentext> Wait until I hear Him clearly...the hardest part is separating man's wisdom from Father's wisdom...we often times mix the two.

<big_L> Well, perhaps I am using my wisdom in the scriptures and that is why they seem to make no sense.

