Bible Study for 23 November, 1998

<at-peace> Father we come before your throne this morning with open ears and hearts to hear and receive what you have prepared for us in your Word....we ask Father that as we share your bread of life this morning, it would enable us Father in our walk, that we may continue to grow in being an example of the believers....Father we are ever so thankful for this time together in your Word... and we give you Father and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving in the precious name of your Son Christ Jesus, our Lord and Saviour...

Gal 6:7-8 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> Whatsoever a man sows....that is what he will reap....this is what will be growing in their garden. Interestingly....in verse 8 Paul specifically explains the terms...if one sows to the flesh...the results will be corruption!! If one sows to the Spirit, everlasting life. Yet how often do we keep that in our heart and mind, each and every time that we speak??

<renewed> Not often enough.

<disciple> Not enough.

<at-peace> Yes not often enough.

<opentext> Be swift to hear, and slow to speak....weigh your words before one speaks them.

Gal 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> And let us not be weary in well doing. Most of us, most of the time...get weary in well doing. Where are we to be looking for our rewards at...here or in heaven??

<renewed> Because we are trying to do it in our own strength, instead of Father's?

<renewed> Heaven.

<at-peace> In heaven.

<disciple> In heaven.

<big_L> Heaven.

<opentext> And how often do we look for our justifications and rewards here?

<renewed> too often

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> sometimes

<disciple> sometimes

<opentext> It is the blessings that overtake us here...and we have to remember that they overtake us...we are not out hunting them down.

Ps 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: (KJV)

<opentext> goodness and mercy...they follow us.

<helpmate> They will find us....if we let them.

Gal 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes...but most of the time we faint before they overtake us...because it was not in our time-table, not when we thought that they should arrive.

Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV)

<helpmate> Does faint mean we fall asleep or we depart??

<opentext> def for faint not....
1590 ekluo-

1) to loose, to unloose, to set free 

2) to dissolve; metaphorically, to weaken, to relax, to exhaust 

a) to have one's strength relaxed, to be enfeebled through exhaustion, to grow weak, grow weary, to be tired out 

b) to despond, to become faint-hearted

metaphorically, to weaken, to relax, to exhaust

<helpmate> ok....fall asleep.

<opentext> As the five blockhead virgins. What we sometimes forget...is that those blockheads knew the call went out to prepare for the marriage feast, and yet they still went out unprepared. Now faith...today....cannot change yesterday...and tomorrow is not yet here....today. Doing all that Father asks of us...now...today!!! So...to faint not...to not relax...to not weaken...to not get exhausted, so we are to stand in the Lord....know our rights and authority in Him, to not give ground...going forward...not backward

<helpmate> To stand fast....you have to be strong.

<opentext> And our strength comes from where?

<at-peace> Christ

<disciple> from Christ

<shama> from Christ

<renewed> The joy of the Lord is our strength

<helpmate> Christ

<helpmate> Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<big_L> If we don’t have joy in Christ, then we are weak?

<opentext> Exactly...yet how often do we leave Christ out of the picture?

<disciple> As often as we are weak.

<helpmate> Without Christ we have nothing.

<renewed> Getting better at not doing that.

<opentext> Kathy...if we do not have joy in the Lord...if we are not relying on Him...then we will be weak....because we are not utilizing all that Father has made available to us.

<disciple> Christ is the power and wisdom of God...without it, we have nothing.

1 Cor 11:29-31 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. (KJV)

<big_L> So we can have joy in Christ even though we don’t have joy or happiness in our lives? Right?

<opentext> We can be strong in the Lord....regardless of what the physical circumstances in our life say. For we walk by faith, the Word of God, and not by sight. 

If we look at the end result of the life of Jesus Christ according to the flesh...we would say that He was a failure...since He had nothing...and was put to death. Yet, because of His obedience...we have new life made available to us. The flesh or the world would say that He is and was a failure...but we are in the world...but not of the world...therefore the confession of our mouth should be different than that of the world.

<disciple> Our words should be words of life...positive words.

<opentext> We shall reap the rewards that Father has for us...if we walk by faith, and not by sight, and realize that He went to prepare a place for us, and will return again to receive us unto Himself....but....we cannot give up...we cannot get exhausted...we cannot say we are too tired....we cannot say we are to weak...if we are living in Christ...for we can do ALL things through Him.

<helpmate> Yes we can.

Gal 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> No man knows the day or the hour....but we shall know the season...so let us not faint...let us not grow weary....then we will reap that which Father has for us!!

<disciple> And we can only get stronger daily if we continue in the Word, daily.

<opentext> Why do we get weary?

<renewed> I get weary because I've taken my focus off Father and start to look at my circumstances.

<helpmate> We do not take to time to study the way we should.

<shama> Cuz we are relying on our strength not His.

<big_L> I get weary when I don’t spend time with Father in prayer and in His Word.

<disciple> Because we quit reading the Word and listening to Father.

<at-peace> When we don't take time to renew our strength in the Lord... taking time in the Word.

<opentext> Very good answers...now tie them all together.

Gal 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when we look in the flesh, and neglect the spirit man...that we get weary...we get grumbly...we complain, murmur and backbite...because we are looking at and in the flesh. And when we sow to the flesh...we shall of the flesh reap....corruption.

<opentext> def for corruption....
5356 phthora-

1) corruption, destruction, perishing 

a) what is subject to corruption, what is perishable 

b) in the Christian sense, eternal misery in hell 

2) in the New Testament, in an ethical sense, corruption, that is, moral decay

<opentext> They that are in the flesh....CANNOT please God....
Matt 6:19-20 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: (KJV)

<opentext> Yet...how often do we try to base our walk on what we have??

<helpmate> Father protects our treasures in heaven.

<opentext> On what we have ..physically that is.

<big_L> Most of the time.

<disciple> I depend upon Father as my source to meet my needs.

Matt 6:21-25 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? (KJV)

2 Cor 9:10-11 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. (KJV)

2 Cor 9:6-7 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. (KJV)

<opentext> When we share the Word...do we always do it cheerfully....or do we sometimes do it grudgingly??

<shama> Sometimes we can share it with wrong attitudes.

<renewed> Sometimes grudgingly, especially if we are frustrated.

<helpmate> Hopefully cheerfully.

<disciple> Sometimes, even though it's wrong, it depends on who we are talking to.

<renewed> Sometimes we use the Word as a hammer ...

<opentext> Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give Many times...we want to help Father out...so we add to His Word, and other times...we take away...since we do not want to hurt someone’s feelings.

<helpmate> Specially when we are talking to someone with their fingers in their ears.

<opentext> If we would remember that we are the servant...we would deliver the message intact.

<renewed> Guess that's why it's referred to as a sword, instead of a hammer, eh? So it rightly divides.

<disciple> Without respect to persons.

<opentext> Exactly Cheryl.

<helpmate> Deliver the message that Father wants delivered....if the person is not listening....that is not our fault.

Heb 4:12 or the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...it separates between the soul and the spirit....the joint which is the mobility of the flesh...and the marrow where life is produced.

<renewed> wow

<opentext> soul and spirit,....discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

<opentext> What happens to a divided house??

<renewed> it falls

<shama> it falls

<helpmate> it fall apart

<disciple> it falls apart

<at-peace> it will fall

<opentext> This is why it is so essential...to keep the mind renewed with the Word..... that the body is kept in subjection to the Spirit. Only you...can prevent weeds in your garden....no one else can do it for you. We can point others to the Word...we can deliver the message that Father gives to us...but we cannot live the Word for anyone else. This is why we work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.

<opentext> I have a full time job with Larry.

<at-peace> We can't fix anyone else.... only Father can.

Gal 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Yet...how often do we run around with our ** God's little helper kit**?

<helpmate> Only if they want to be fixed.

<at-peace> lol... often

<renewed> I've put mine away ... for today :-)

<disciple> Sometimes in the kit, there is more danger and harm than good.

<helpmate> Always.

<opentext> Many times I ask Father...are you sure we should do it that way?? Father has never failed...and is not about to start now. We have to trust Him with all of our being...and do as the Word instructs...not as we think.

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<opentext> def for diligently...
1567 ekzeteo (ek-zay-teh'-o);

from 1537 and 2212; to search out, i.e. (figuratively) investigate, crave, demand, (by Hebraism) worship: KJV-- enre-) quire, seek after (carefully, diligently).

<at-peace> We * think * sometimes that if we use Father's Word we are doing right....yet it is listening for Father's acceptable words for that situation that will bring about life.

<opentext> Yes. I know someone that taught the pure Word of God for 2 hours...and was yet out of line....and lost their voice because of it.

<renewed> :-)

<helpmate> lol

<opentext> Today...all that we say and do.....let us check our motives...the thoughts and intents of the heart...and do that which Father asks...no more and no less...and then we shall reap that which He has for us.


<opentext> Any questions from today??

<disciple> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<disciple> Where is a reference to how the sword divides...flesh/bone marrow

<opentext> Heb 4:12

<renewed> Was thinking about Hebrews 4:12 and linking it up with a house divided falls ... that could mean our own spiritual house, if we are taking in things that are not of Father.

<opentext> Yes...exactly Cheryl.

<renewed> wow


