<at-peace> Father we come before you with open hearts and ears this day... we ask Father that you would open up to us your precious Word of life, for what each of us is in need of that would keep, and sustain us through this day. Father we thank you for this opportunity to gather together this day in fellowship, giving you and your alone all of the praise, the honor, and the glory in the name of your Son Christ Jesus, our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 6:15-16, For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature [2Cor.5:17]. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. (KJV)

<opentext> (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

That he was dead to the world. By Christ, or by the cross of Christ, the world was crucified to him, and he to the world; he had experienced the power and virtue of it in weaning him from the world, and this was one great reason of his glorying in it. The false teachers were men of a worldly temper, their chief concern was about their secular interests, and therefore they accommodated their religion thereunto. But Paul was a man of another spirit; as the world had no kindness for him, so neither had he any great regard to it; he had got above both the smiles and the frowns of it, and had become as indifferent to it as one who is dying out of it. This is a temper of mind that all Christians should be labouring after; and the best way to attain it is to converse much with the cross of Christ. The higher esteem we have of him the meaner opinion shall we have of the world, and the more we contemplate the sufferings our dear Redeemer met with from the world the less likely shall we be to be in love with it. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> As we are weaned from the milk of the Word, so to are we weaned from the things of this world...learning to walk in the Spirit, and not after the things of the flesh.  In verse 15 Paul uses circumcision or uncircumcision, however this applies to anything that would pull us back into the world, and its set of rules, rather then operating in and by the law of faith

<opentext> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> The words that Jesus Christ spoke, those words are spirit and they are life.....and our words should be the same.  We often times forget, that death and life, are in the power of the tongue, and it is our choice, our decision, that will determine what we speak.  It is interesting, that Matthew Henry says quite clearly that Paul was not a very popular man.  Paul's holding fast the Word of God made many a religious person very uncomfortable....as well as very unsure of themselves.  Ever notice that those that hold to untruths, have to get people around them to support their views...Paul on the other hand...knew the Word of God, and it matter not who stood with him.  This is how sure we need to be come of the Word of truth that Father wants to open to each and every believer.

<at-peace> Yes, because they are trying to justify themselves.... where God's Word needs not justifying... it is settled in heaven.

<helpmate> they could believe him or not...it was their choice.

<opentext> Gal 6:15-16, For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. (KJV)

<opentext> I want us to look at a few more of Matt Henry's comment on these verses...

That he did not lay the stress of his religion on one side or the other of the contesting interests, but on sound Christianity, v. 15. There was at that time an unhappy division among Christians; circumcision and uncircumcision had become names by which they were distinguished from each other; for <Gal 2:9,12> the Jewish Christians are called the circumcision, and those of the circumcision. The false teachers were very zealous for circumcision; yea, to such a degree as to represent it as necessary to salvation, and therefore they did all they could to constrain the Gentile Christians to submit to it. In this they had carried the matter much further than others did; for, though the apostles connived at the use of it among the Jewish converts, yet they were by no means for imposing it upon the Gentiles. But what they laid so great a stress upon Paul made very little account of.  It was indeed of great importance to the interest of Christianity that circumcision should not be imposed on the Gentile converts, and therefore this he had set himself with the utmost vigour to oppose; but as for mere circumcision or uncircumcision, whether those who embraced the Christian religion had been Jews or Gentiles, and whether they were for or against continuing the use of circumcision, so that they did not place their religion in it.  This was comparatively a matter of little moment with him; for he very well knew that in Jesus Christ, that is, in his account, or under the Christian dispensation, neither circumcision availed any thing nor uncircumcision, as to men's acceptance with God, but a new creature. Here he instructs us both wherein real religion does not and wherein it does consist.

<opentext> (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Many times when one is born again, they do more to appease people; then they do to set about a proper path for their spirit man.

They spend more time tending to the needs of the physical man, then they do for feeding their spirit man....for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

<helpmate> They look to who they think is a good Christian and try to pattern after them instead of working out their own salvation.

<opentext> Not many people can make the statement that Paul does.

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ set the example that we are supposed to follow...He gave us a will that addresses all of our needs, and all of the instructions that we need....yet how often do we hear and obey His counsel?

<helpmate> not often enough

<miz> not near often enough

<shama> not enough 

<at-peace> not often enough

<opentext> Let's look at a few more of Matt Henry's comments on these verses...

It does not consist in circumcision or uncircumcision, in our being in this or the other denomination of Christians; but it consists in our being new creatures; not in having a new name, or putting on a new face, but in our being renewed in the spirit of our minds and having Christ formed in us: this is of the greatest account with God, and so it was with the apostle. If we compare this text with some others, we may more fully see what it is that renders us most acceptable to God, and about which we should therefore be chiefly concerned. Here we are told that it is a new creature, and in <Gal 5:6> that it is faith which worketh by love, and in <1 Cor. 7:19> that it is the keeping of the commandments of God, from all which it appears that it is a change of mind and heart, whereby we are disposed and enabled to believe in the Lord Jesus and to live a life of devotedness to God; and that where this inward, vital, practical religion is wanting, no outward professions, nor particular names, will ever stand us in any stead, or be sufficient to. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<miz> very bold and true statement, there

<opentext> It is not in putting on a smiley face for people for the few hours that we are around them.  It is living for Father each moment of each day.....serving Him because He first loved us, and we see and recognize that love, which motivates us to serve Him.

<cheryl> Also, knowing the One in whom you serve.

<opentext> The more we know the Word, the better we will know the One we serve.

<opentext> And as many as walk according to this rule peace be upon them, and mercy upon the Israel of God. The rule which he here speaks of may signify more generally the whole word of God, which is the complete and perfect rule of faith and life, or that doctrine of the gospel, or way of justification and salvation, which he had laid down in this epistle, namely, by faith in Christ without the works of the law; or it may be considered as more immediately referring to the new creature, of which he had just before been speaking. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> The complete and perfect rule of faith.......and yet how often we question Father on His Word...and that which He asks of us.

We are to walk by faith, and not by sight or the senses, and yet how often is it those that determine the path that we take?

<cheryl> quite often, the senses

<shama> too often at times

<miz> Have to keep reminding myself to walk by faith instead of by sight, sometimes.

<opentext> We all need to remind ourselves of that.....that will be a battle for us as long as we are yet in this world.

<helpmate> it is a daily thing

<opentext> Yes helen...it is a now faith thing....living this moment for the glory of Father.

<opentext> Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<opentext> Without faith, without the Word of God...it is impossible to please Him.  Jesus Christ did the things that He saw Father do...and spoke those things that He heard Father speak....that is the example that we need to strive to follow.

<helpmate> Rom 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times, the religious people think they have a **bless me** club.

<helpmate> look what **I** have done

<opentext> Luke 6:38  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to give away that which Father has given us...[not in the sense of getting rid of, but rather of sharing]and at the same time, we need to speak so they can understand, not so far over their head that they need a step ladder to get to your level.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:12  Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: (KJV)

<helpmate> over simplifying

<opentext> We talk to people...not down at them.

<opentext> Gal 6:15-16, For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Do we try to get people to change, or do we allow the Word to bring about the change?

<miz> Many times we give the Word, and if we don't see the change, we step in and try to get them to change.

<at-peace> We should be allowing the Word to bring about the change

<helpmate> We need to learn that we cannot change them.....only the Word can.

<shama> We should only allow the Word to bring the change, but we sometimes try to help too!!

<cheryl> even in ourselves

<opentext> The other thing that i find so interesting here, as that Paul says according to the rule...the law of faith...yet most try to establish sets of rules.

<at-peace> taste not, touch not...

<opentext> the old testament was made of thou shalt not's...the new testament is that ** i can do all things through Christ who strengthens me**

<shama> We often try to make it difficult with rules etc .....but it is the simplicity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> through the Spirit...not the flesh

<opentext> Gal 4:10-11  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:20-22  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

(KJV)

<opentext> The Galatians one set of rules, the Colossians with yet another.  This day, today, is the day that the Lord has made...and if Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of my life, i will do all that i can to please Father this day, and will then be able to rejoice....will you rejoice this day?  Any questions from today?

<at-peace> It is learning to let go of the things of this world... learning to be content in whatever state we are in, just as Paul did.

<cheryl> If faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God, why was it that the scribes and pharisees that knew scripture inside and out, still couldn't see Christ?

<at-peace> They were blinded by their own wisdom and knowledge?

<helpmate> all they could see was Jesus...the man

<opentext> John 5:39-41  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. I receive not honour from men. (KJV)

<cheryl> What stops us from doing the same, that we get so involved in the Word that we miss seeing Christ?

<helpmate> They could not see Him as both Jesus...and how could this man be the Christ...the savior.

<opentext> It is when we look for the answers in the physical...that we miss the Spirit...it is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh profits ....nothing.

<miz> 2 Cor 4:3-4  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

<opentext> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> That is why we have to rightly divide the Word of truth, when we study for Father's approval, with no reason to then be ashamed.

<cheryl> Not to prove how smart or how much we retained.

<opentext> Exactly...to please Father...not any man. The more i learn of the Word, the more i am able to see the ignorance i still have of God.

<opentext> Phil 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<helpmate> Rom 1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. (KJV)

<helpmate> That is why Paul shared as much with us as he could....he shared everything that he knew.

Apprehend:

2638  katalambano-

to lay hold of 

a) to lay hold of so as to make one's own, to obtain, to attain to, to make one's own, to take into oneself, to appropriate 

b) to seize upon, to take possession of 

1) used of evils overtaking one, used of the last day overtaking the wicked with destruction, used of a demon about to torment one 

2) in a good sense, of Christ by his holy power and influence laying hold of the human mind and will, in order to prompt and govern it 

c) to detect, to catch 

d) to lay hold of with the mind, 

to understand, to perceive, to learn, to comprehend

<miz> Like our personal relationship with Father...working out our own salvation...we lay hold or obtain the Word to live by.

<opentext> Matt 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> Taking hold and allowing it to become a real living part of our heart and walk.

<miz> a way of life

