Bible Study for 16 December, 1998

<shama> Father as we come before your throne this day, we give you all the thanks and praise for your love towards us, and for giving us this time to come and learn from you.... As we open our hearts and ears we come expecting to learn more of you this day, that which you have for each of us here. We ask that you would enlighten the eyes of our understanding as we seek a closer relationship with you this day...thank you that you are able to do exceedingly more than we can ever ask or imagine and we ask these things and give you thanks for them, in your son Jesus Christ's name.

Gal 6:14-15, But God forbid **that I should glory**, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV)

<opentext> What is it that motivates us? In what do we find glory?

Def. for glory….kauchaomai (kow-khah'-om-ahee); bfrom some (obsolete) base akin to that of aucheo (to boast) and 2172; to vaunt (in a good or a bad sense): KJV-- (make) boast, glory, joy, rejoice.

<opentext> Is our boasting in what God has done, or in what we have accomplished? 

<shama> In what He has done.

<helpmate> What God has done....without Him, I could do nothing.

<at-peace> It should always be in what God has accomplished with us or through us.

<opentext> Is it enough to hear Father say, "well done, O good and faithful servant?"

<helpmate> Yes.....it gives a personal satisfaction in knowing I did everything I could.

<at-peace> Yes, knowing we had done all that He asked of us.

Matt 25:20-2-231, And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Most in the world would be immediately jealous, because they had received two talents, while the other person received five, but have you noticed, that Father's reply was the same to both?

<at-peace> Yes.

<shama> Yes.

<renewed> Yes.

<helpmate> Yes.

<at-peace> It is being willing to give all that we have no matter how much or how little it may seem to us, it means a lot to Him.

<opentext> Using that which Father has blessed us with, and doing the best with that, and not being jealous over what it **appears** others may or may not have.

<opentext> Have we used wisely, all that Father has made available to us? Are we being faithful stewards?

<now-faith> No, not always.

<shama> Probably not all the time....but we should.

<renewed> Not always, but getting better at it.

<at-peace> Not always, am learning though each day.

1 Pet 4:10-11, As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (KJV)

1 Cor 4:1-2, Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, we are so busy looking at what it appears someone else has, rather than seeking and asking God how we can best utilize all that which He has blessed us with. We need to learn in whatever state we are, to there with be content.

Job 31:24-28, If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much; If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is above. (KJV)

<opentext> It is important, that we learn to rejoice in the one that comes home, not in the tools that Father gave us to do the work with.

<now-faith> When I think of stewardship, I now think more on that which is spiritual rather than physical. What He has given us in the gift to be able ministers of Christ.

<helpmate> The tools are a blessing to have, the just make the work easier sometimes.

<opentext> It is interesting, that the Bible says that all heaven rejoices when one sinner comes home. Yet most of the world marvels at the tools and such that Father has given them to work with, and fail to see and recognize the task Father has set before them.

<renewed> Yes, and want others to marvel in the tools that Father has given them ...

<opentext> But God forbid **that I should glory**,...save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ....

Job 31:29-31, If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him: Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be satisfied. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we hear people say...if I had but a bit more Father...oh what we could do for you?

<shama> Often.

<renewed> Yes hear it often.

<now-faith> Yes.

Ps 49:6-9, They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption. (KJV)

<renewed> Wanting more "leftovers" to give to Father.

<now-faith> Wanting more knowledge and wisdom before setting out to be ready with an answer for the hope that is in us.

<opentext> Working together, with the same goal, that we may reach **one more** that would find there way home. Not becoming down when one rejects that which Father presents before them; but rather continuing on with enthusiasm, looking and listening for tha one more. For a moment, look at the names coumn here in the channel. Do you see people, or the different talents that Father has given us to work with?

<renewed> Yes each one is unique with different talents.

<now-faith> An array of talents as well as facets of Father.

<helpmate> Different parts of the body, each with it's own purpose.

<shama> Many different talents.

<at-peace> Different talents and how Father uses each of us differently but for the same goal.

Ps 52:1-5, Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually. Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp rasor, working deceitfully. Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah. 

Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah. (KJV)

<opentext> Learning to be as our brother Paul...boasting in the things that God has done, and not the things that we think that we have accomplished. Studying for Father's approval, that we would always have His answer, for every man that asks of the hope that is within us.

Jer 9:23-24, Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. (KJV)

Dan 5:20-23, But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

(KJV)

<opentext> The wisdom that is in the Word of God, and yet how so often we ignore it. Most read that which will make them feel good, rather then that which will make them good in the sight of God. Using that which Father has blessed us with, to build up His kingdom, and not our own.

Gal 6:14-15, But God forbid **that I should glory**, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV)

<opentext> As Paul gets to the end of this letter to the Galatians, he is still telling them, that they need to continue in the Spirit, and not in the flesh. It is a spiritual work that God has done, and yet we try to do the work that He has set before us in the physical and the flesh, rather then continuing in the Spirit.

<at-peace> Does save in v14 mean except?

Job 31:24-28, If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much; If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is above. (KJV)

<opentext> If not, except, but

<at-peace> Okay thanks. 

1 Cor 1:29-31, That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.(KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever taken note of the order of the things listed in this verse?? But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: God wisdom..Christ....will lead us in His path of righteousness, that path that Jesus Christ set that we could follow, that we might be holy before our Creator, that would save us, as well as those that have been watching us as an example.

<at-peace> He has given us wisdom that will allow us to walk in His righteousness, that will keep us and save us

Gal 6:14-15, But God forbid **that I should glory**, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV) In Christ, one becomes the new creation, by grace through faith, not by works, lest **any** man should boast.

I constantly marvel, when I see what Father has done in my life, and the lives of others. The greatest blessing for me, is to watch others grow in their relationship with God. This is what motivates me to be looking and listening for the one more, that is crying out for, and seeking God's help. What is it that motivates us? In what do we find glory?

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<shama> So while we are looking for the fleshly things that *we* think *we* need, like talents.... we are going to miss out on that which Father has for us and what He wants to do through us, through His Spirit? Because we are looking through our physical eyes rather than Spiritual ones

<opentext> Exactly Steph.

<shama> So we prevent Him from being able to use us?

<opentext> For so long we have been taught that God needs all of our physical things to do His work, when all He really needs is us. Steph...as long as we put limits on God, then we do indeed limit Him, for we have told God that He can only operate within the boundary limits that we have set for Him.

<shama> Ok, so like people who chase after, and focus on the gifts...... rather than on The Giver.

<opentext> Exactly. They try to justify where they are, by what they possess in the physical..... just as we saw in some of the verses this morning. Steph...did that help?

<shama> Yeah thanks, and when we are in the physical we just put God in a box and limit Him.

<opentext> Exactly.

<shama> And ask Him why He isn’t doing anything!!!

<opentext> Yes. They that are in the flesh....cannot please God.

<shama> And the Word says that those that do the works of the flesh shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Matt 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)

<opentext> Steph...as we can see in these verses, the people think that God is honoring them... yet we know that He is honoring His Word.

<shama> Yes.

<shama> In Gal 5 it talks about envying and that those that do this will not inherit the kingdom of God.....so like you were saying about how people want the talents that others have....that would be envy wouldn’t it?

<opentext> Steph...yes it would, that is why we need to ask God to use that which He has blessed us with.... that we may be used by Him. That is why Father has me keep stressing team work here...we are one team...one body of Christ.

<shama> Where’s the verse about how He confirms His Word?

<shama> Yeah.

Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word with signs following. Amen. (KJV)

<shama> Thanks.

