Bible Study for 14 December, 1998

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne this day through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour. With open hearts and ears we seek your counsel and wisdom for that which You know that we have need of this day. Father we thank you for all of that which you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord…

Gal 6:12-13, As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> They that are in the flesh, cannot please God. We are to walk by faith, that working knowledge that we have of the Word of God; and not by sight or the senses. All to often...we try to make our relationship with Father a physical relationship.... and forget that He is a Spirit. How often is it that we are out to impress people? {As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh}. 

<renewed> Sometimes.

<Kat> I used to go to trivia rooms and try to answer all of the Bible questions to impress people.

<helpmate> Not very often anymore.

<at-peace> Not as often as I used to.

<opentext> We imitate what we have seen other people doing, rather then by being an imitator of Christ. We are to be doers of the Word, {one who applies the Word of God to our life, not one that only talks about the Word}, and not hearers only. Studying to be quiet......swift to hear and slow to speak. Things that the flesh does not like to do, being a living example of the Word, is the most powerful statement we can make, and do not even have to speak to do so.

A parrot imitates the noises that they hear. They have no comprehension of what they have heard, but only mimic. Just as many carnal Christians do.

Gal 6:12-13, As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> Another good way of looking at the context of these verses...is that many people want you to do as they say....for they themselves do not live the Word of God....but only make a pretense by and of it.

<at-peace> Is it talking about those who make a show of appearing to be suffering persecution?

<opentext> Charlene...that also....as they put on the sad faces or such, so that one will think that they are spiritual, and suffering for God.

<at-peace> Okay, thanks :-)

<opentext> All of the time we hear ministers and ministries tell us that we have to trust God...and then in the next breathe, they tell you they are going to go off the air if you do not give...

Matt 22:36-40, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. (KJV)

<opentext> Loving God with all our being and then loving our neighbor as ourselves. Easy to talk about and say, but quite another thing to live. We sometimes forget, that God loved us while we were yet sinners. While we were yet in rebellion, He sent His Son to suffer and die in our place.

<Kat> Opentext, does that mean to do things that please them before we do things to please ourselves?

<opentext> Kat, as the love of Jesus Christ becomes more real and alive in our hearts, we find that we will put the needs of others above ourselves, just as Jesus Christ did during His entire life here.

<Kat> Okay...thanks.

<opentext> And in doing this, we still have to ask Father for His wisdom, so that we do not get ourselves run down, and then become ineffective. The law of faith is what we should be living under, yet most of us want to live under a law which governs the physical, rather then applying the Word to our spiritual being. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God!

John 7:23-24, If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. (KJV)

<opentext> And righteous judgement would be how?

<at-peace> Through the law of faith.

<Kat> According to the appearance.

<renewed> Through Jesus Christ .. He is our righteousness.

<Kat> Bye the physical.

<helpmate> Faith.

<shama> By grace through faith.

2 Cor 5:21, For he hath made him (Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<opentext> Righteous judgement has to be through Christ....which then we see as a fully spiritual aspect of our walk. We walk by ____, and not by ______.

<renewed> Faith and not by sight.

<helpmate> Faith...sight.

<shama> Faith not by sight.

<Kat> Faith

<at-peace> Faith, not by sight.

Heb 5:14, But strong meat (working knowledge of the Word) belongeth to them that are of full age (matured in the Word), even those who by reason of use (living the Word) have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)

I Jn 4:1, Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...that it says we are to try the spirits...not the flesh...and yet most who call themselves Christians judge everything by the physical and the flesh. How often is it that we react first in the flesh?

<renewed> More than I like to admit ...

<shama> Sometimes too often

<Kat> Me, also.

<helpmate> Too often.

<at-peace> Too often.

John 6:63, It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> If the Word that He speaks to us is spirit, and they are life, then to be a doer of the Word, one has to be walking in, and operating in the Spirit...not the flesh. Yet, how often do we hear this verse that way?

<shama> I hadn't until now.

<Kat> Me, either.

<renewed> Oh we hear it, it is acting upon it that way that seems sometimes difficult.

<opentext> Note...the flesh profits..... nothing. People hear and read this verse, and still turn right around a try to establish physical rites and traits.

<Kat> Opentext, like baptism and tithing?

<opentext> Kat...yes...exactly like that

<Kat> Okay.

<opentext> They try to make their relationship with Father, a physical one, rather then keeping it in the Spirit.

John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<opentext> 23But the hour cometh, and now is,...operating in now faith...for faith come by hearing and obeying the Word of God, for His Words are Spirit and they are life to all that will hear and obey. The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: His Word is truth......and it is Spirit and life

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)

Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (KJV)

Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, (KJV)

John 7:24; Judge not according to the appearance; we walk by faith, in the spirit realm, not by sight. Eph 6:12, For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often do we react to things said or done, in the flesh?

<shama> Too often at times.

<helpmate> Much too often sometimes.

<at-peace> More often than we should.

<Kat> Very often.

<opentext> As soon as we are reacting in and to the flesh, and those that are operating in it, we have entered the devils realm, and we are now operating in his arena. 

Eph 6:16, Above all, taking the shield of faith (now faith, that which is developed by hearing and obeying Father's Word which is Spirit and it is life), wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

<helpmate> John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (KJV)

<opentext> Also please note....Above all, taking the shield of faith; you have to take the time with God, for Him to be able to give you that which you have need of this day.

Gal 6:12-13 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> We encourage and exhort one another in the Word...the spiritual realm...not in the physical....we are saved by grace through faith, and that not of works lest any man should boast. My hearts prayer and desire, is that each of you here obtain and maintain the same relationship that I have with Father, that you will be able to stand till the day Father brings us home....with His Word as your source...not any person.

Gal 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. (KJV)

<opentext> If we will live the Word, and seek Father's counsel to grow in it each day, we will never have to chase people down, but we will study for Father's approval, and will have His answer when anyone asks of the hope of glory that is within us, because we have become a written epistle...known and read by all. Will people be able to read your life clearly today?

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<Kat> Opentext, where are the high places?

<opentext> The area between here and heaven.

<Kat> That is where there is spiritual wickedness?

Eph 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: (KJV)

<opentext> The devil still has control over this earth and the air around it, until Jesus Christ returns with His saints to defeat him.....that is why we are in the world, but not of the world.

<Kat> The children of disobedience are the ones that are not pleasing the spirit, but the flesh, right?

<opentext> Correct.

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV)

<opentext> This is why we walk in the Spirit...not the flesh.

<Kat> But, you said try the spirits. Like test them? Like the spirit of Changing Woman?

I Jn 4:2-3 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (KJV)

<opentext> The devil cannot acknowledge that the Son of God was manifest in the flesh and died for our sins, and took the keys of hell and death from him.....

<Kat> That is why the verse says there is only one God, one faith and one baptism.

<helpmate> Exactly

<shama> So the devil will not flee from us unless we rebuke him in the Spirit...not in the flesh, because he is spirit and so the flesh can do nothing to bind him???

<opentext> Yes Steph

<opentext> It is His Word that sends him to flight, and His Word is spirit and it is truth.

<shama> So we have to use the Word when we rebuke him?? Or he will not flee?

<opentext> That is what I always do....since I know my word is not worth much.

<shama> Ok

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh profiteth nothing.

<Kat> Opentext, I have a complicated question.

<shama> Ahh yes...thanks.

<opentext> He is the Light of the world...so if we put the Light on the scene...darkness has to leave.

<opentext> Ok Kat.

<Kat> One of the things you said was hearing and obeying. You can't only hear with your ears, but you also have to please Father by putting His Word before our desires, right?

<opentext> Kat...yes....hearing with our physical ears as well as our spiritual...and as we hear and obey His Word....His desires are what we will seek to do.

<Kat> But, unless we obey, the hearing will do us no good, right?

<opentext> Correct

<Kat> Okay. Thank you.

James 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: (KJV)

<renewed> Just a fake image.

Luke 6:46-48 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV)

1 Cor 10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Those help Kat?

<Kat> Yes, sir.

<Kat> Thank you.

