Bible Study for 7 December, 1998

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can gather together to share and partake in and of your bread of life that will feed us, and your living water that will sustain us.  As we prepare and open our hearts and minds to you, we ask you and thank-you for providing that which that you know that we have need of this day. As we apply this Word to our life this day, it will enable us to walk the path by the illumination of your light. That it will never cause us to error or stumble. We are so thankful Father for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have already prepared for those who love and serve you. We praise you and thank-you Father through Christ Jesus our Lord…

Gal 6:10, As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> As we have therefore opportunity. Be ready to have an answer for any man that **asks** of the hope that is in you. But, what is the hope that is in you? 

<at-peace> Christ

<renewed> Christ the hope of glory

<shama> Christ 

<opentext> Most are waiting for some big revival. Others are waiting for some sign from heaven. People are looking to anything and everything except the Word of God. How many of you really realize, and believe that the kingdom of God lies within you?

<helpmate> I do

<at-peace> I do

<renewed> I realize it and am working on truly believing and understanding what that means

<shama> Yes.... I am learning the reality of it more, as I seek Him.

<helpmate> The revival has to be in me...each one of us.

<at-peace> Daily seeking His kingdom.

<opentext> Revival begins in you and I, the believer. 

<helpmate> The one more.

<opentext> Moment by moment seeking Father's guidance and counsel....not just several times a day.

<at-peace> Daily seeking His Word, learning more of Him.

Luke 17:20-21, And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. (KJV)

Col 2:9-10 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<opentext> **You** are complete in Him... how often though, do we act as if we are complete in Him?

<shama> Sometimes I fail there.

<renewed> Learning to do so more daily without faltering.

<helpmate> Not always.

<at-peace> Not always, learning though to allow His ways & thoughts to be mine.

Rom 14:17-18, For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. (KJV)

<opentext>_____ is our righteousness?

<renewed> Christ

<helpmate> Christ

<shama> Christ

<at-peace> Christ

<opentext> _____ is our peace with Father?

<helpmate> Christ

<renewed> Christ

<at-peace> Christ

<shama> Christ

<opentext> I can do all things through _______ who strengthens me?

<at-peace> Christ

<renewed> Christ

<helpmate> Christ

<shama> Christ

<blessed> Christ

<opentext> For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God

Col 1:27, To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (KJV)

<opentext> Unless one knows what they have received, and how to use it, how can they expect to receive anything from God? 

<helpmate> They can't.

<renewed> They can't.

<shama> They can't.

<at-peace> They can’t.

<opentext> When you talk with Father, do you expect results, or just hope? 

<helpmate> I expect results.

<renewed> Expect them. 

<at-peace> Expect results.

<shama> Learning to always expect results.

<helpmate> Why ask if you do not expect results?

<opentext> Do you know that He hears you always, or just hope that your prayer gets through, sometimes?

<helpmate> He hears me, if I am right with Him.

<shama> Know that He hears always.

<renewed> Before thought it was sometimes, if I was not asking right.

<at-peace> I know that He hears as long as my heart is clean before Him.

Matt 6:9-10, After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> His kingdom come. The Son of God was standing right in front of them, and all they could do was see the man Jesus of Nazareth. They were held captive by the flesh. They that worship, talk with, communicate with the Father, ***must*** worship Him in Spirit and in truth, His Word is truth. It is the truth that sets us free, and keeps us free, as we continue in it. The Word that He gave to us, it is Spirit and it is life. If any man has not the Spirit if Christ, they are not one of His!

<helpmate> If you do not have the Spirit of Christ, Father cannot hear you.

Matt 16:18-19, And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and (upon this rock I will build my church); <and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.> [And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven]: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> (In and upon the revelation of Christ, the Rock, He will build His church.) As long as we try to do His work, won't we always fall short? Won't we always be in the way? 

<shama> Yes.

<at-peace> Yes, if we are *trying*.

<helpmate> Yes....He will build.

<opentext> It is Christ's work....we are only helpers....He is the saviour, we are but labourers in His field...

<at-peace> If we labour together with Him, He is able to do more with us, than if we are trying to do it on our own strength.

<opentext> That is why the Word tells us clearly, that we are to be instructed in righteousness.... and from where do we get our righteousness?

<blessed> o/

<at-peace> Christ

<opentext> yes Sheryl?

<renewed> Christ

<shama> From Christ. 

<helpmate> Christ

<blessed> Whatsoever shall be bound on earth... I've been thinking on this part of that verse, can you elaborate?

<opentext> If we bind the devil here in and on the earth, and we are working in agreement with Father....the devil is then bound from making accusations up there as well. If we loose the Holy Spirit here on earth by being agreement with Father, again He holds it true up there as well.

<blessed> Thanks.

<opentext> This is why we have to always learn to speak in agreement with the Word, many times wish the devil would leave them alone.....we need to tell him through Christ Jesus where to go...as well as remind him that he ahs been defeated. How many have ever wished the devil would leave them alone?

<renewed> lol ... yup

<at-peace> I have.

<shama> Yeah often lately.

<helpmate> I have....but it is what we allow.

<opentext> Did you take authority over him in the name of Jesus Christ? Did you use all of the power that has been made available to you?

<renewed> Nope, not always.

<at-peace> Not always, am learning more each day.

<blessed> It is often realizing who is talking to us.

<now-faith> Sometimes, not always, and not always right away.

<shama> Sometimes not early enough.

<helpmate>Not always before, but I do now.

<opentext> I can do all things...(not some) when Christ is my strength.

<blessed> Better now.

<opentext> <The gates of hell shall not prevail against His church!> Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Are you going to resist in and on your own strength? 

<shama> No

<at-peace> No, because then it would be as he said to the seven sons of Sceva,

<renewed> Nope not on my own strength.

<helpmate> Can't do it on our own strength..... by ourselves, we are not strong enough.

<opentext> Or, are you going to take that which Father has made available to you through the Son? Yet, most often, we try to do it in and of ourselves, and then when things go very wrong…we cry to Father and ask Him what went wrong. 

Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)

<helpmate> Christ is my shield.

Eph 6:13, Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<at-peace> The more we develop and realize who we are in Christ, the larger our shield will be to withstand and extinguish the fiery darts Satan throws at us.

<opentext> Exactly Helen and Charlene...by how much we have been exercised in and of the Word of God.

<opentext> We ask Him why we failed. And yet, we have failed to follow His instructions. We have failed to do that which is written in His Instruction manual, the Bible.

<shama> But the more we do grow the more Satan attacks??

<helpmate> He sure does.

<opentext> Steph...were you a threat to his kingdom a year ago?

<shama> No, he never used to bother me!!

<opentext> Would you attack and rile someone who could not hurt you?

<shama> No

<opentext> A year ago, you could not hurt him...now you can through the Word. So now the devil has to try to distract you from the task Father has asked you to do.

<shama> Yeah he tries hard.

<helpmate> Your warehouse is no longer empty...you have a lot to steal.

I Jn 4:4, Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world. (KJV)

<opentext> As long as we abide in Christ...we have the ______? In ______ we are more than conquerors!

<helpmate> Victory. Christ.

<at-peace> Victory, Christ

<shama> Victory...Christ

<opentext> If we are abiding in Christ, what can the devil do to us?

<renewed> Nothing

<at-peace> Nothing, he has no authority as long as we abide in Christ.

<helpmate> Nothing....only if we let him.

<shama> But he will still *try* to distract us, right?

<opentext> Hold fast our profession of faith, without _____?

<now-faith> He can try to do lots to us, if we are abiding in Christ nothing he does will be of any effect to us.

<helpmate> Yes

<renewed> Wavering.

<at-peace> Wavering.

<helpmate> Wavering.

<opentext> Steph...yes, he will try to get you to take your focus off of the Word, and concentrate in and on the problem

<shama> Ok

<opentext> It is only as we doubt the Word, that we doubt the promises of God, that we are tossed to and fro. There is but one Gate into His fold. Christ is the mystery of the Gospel, and without knowing and understanding the mystery of the Gospel of God, we will be powerless. For He is the only way to Father. He is the truth of the Father. And without Him, there can be no life. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only in Christ, that one can become that new creation. It is only through Christ that one can be born again into the kingdom of God. It is only in Christ that one can see all of the kingdom of God that is hidden within His Word.

Matt 16:18-19, And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and (upon this rock I will build my church); <and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.> [And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven]: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you accepted the keys of the kingdom?

<at-peace> Yes.

<shama> Yes.

<helpmate> Yes.

<opentext> Have you sought to understand all that Father has tried to show you? Or, just when times get tough? Only when the devils attacks?

<shama> Am always trying to understand more, each day.

<at-peace> Daily seek to understand all that Father has for me this day.

<helpmate> Tried to understand all that He has made available to me.

<helpmate> Try....not tried....have not given up.

<at-peace> :-)

2 Tim 2:15, Study to shew thyself approved unto God (each day, for now faith is…today if you harden not your heart), a workman that needeth not to be ashamed (if I have done as Father asks of me, I will not be ashamed), rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

Eph 6:10, Finally (you yet remaining), my brethren (brothers and sisters in Christ), be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, let Christ lead, and you be a follower of Him, and you will walk in victory!!

<now-faith> And realize it!

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<shama> When things go wrong, it is never a problem on Father's side,... but on mine....usually cuz I am not focussing on His Word, His promises.

<opentext> Exactly Steph. And that is why we are to exhort (encourage) one another daily

<now-faith> Devil's goal is to get us to walk by sight and not by faith (thus making us blind to the victory and authority).

<helpmate> Father's Word is constant, never changing

Mal 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not; (KJV)

Num 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? (KJV)

Heb 6:18-19 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; (KJV)

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (KJV)

Heb 13:9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. (KJV)

<shama> What's divers?

<opentext> 4164 poikilos-

1) a various colors, variegated 

2) of various sorts

<shama> Oh, ok thanks.

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

<helpmate> Ps 119:89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. (KJV)

<shama> So whenever we believe Satan’s lies, even for a second, we have doubted Fathers Word, and even made God to be a liar?

<opentext> I have to go out of town tomorrow...so Greg will be teaching and sharing Wed and Thurs of this week.

<opentext> In that area...yes Steph. And once we give Satan a little...how much more does he try for?

<shama> A lot.

<opentext> It is the shield of faith...and faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God...stopping all that we are doing, and giving heed to what Father is saying to us, for it is a matter of life and death. It is only as we follow Father's counsel...that we will have the living waters necessary to extinguish each and every fiery dart.

