Bible Study for 26 November, 1998

<shama> Father we are so blessed to be able to come together this day that you have given to us, to come and study and learn your Word together. We ask that you would cause each person here to have open hearts and ears to receive your living waters this day, as we study for your approval alone. We come with expectant hearts to receive that which you have for us....Father we thank you for your Word that brings life and sets us free and we give you all the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving now in your sons precious name Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> As we have therefore opportunity

<opentext> def for opportunity...

2540 kairos-

1) due measure 

2) a measure of time, a larger or smaller portion of time, hence: 

a) a fixed and definite time, the time when things are brought to crisis, the decisive epoch waited for 

b) opportune or seasonable time 

c) the right time 

d) a limited period of time 

e) to what time brings, the state of the times, the things and events of time

<opentext> b) opportune or seasonable time...c) the right time...Father's timing. 

<helpmate> The right time.....when someone asks of the reason of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> Exactly Helen...

<opentext> How often is this an area where we try to help Father out?

<renewed> Almost all the time

<at-peace> ummm...often

<shama> a lot

<helpmate> Ram it, jam it, cram it....is not opportunity...it is force.

Ps 37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. (KJV)

<opentext> What does it mean to trust in the Lord? Doesn't that mean to wait in and on His timing?

<disciple> For Him to be your total resource.

<helpmate> Yes....have faith that He will do.

<shama> Have faith in His timing.

<at-peace> If you trust, there will be confidence, patients, and peace.

<renewed> To surrender all to Him and allow Him to work in your life.

Ps 37:27-29 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. (KJV)

Ps 37:30-31 The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. (KJV)

<opentext> None of his steps shall slide. Why? Because they are appointed of the Lord...as His Word directs our every step, it illuminates where Father is showing us that our next step should go.

<at-peace> Thy Word is a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path.

<opentext> How often do we run for a flashlight to try and help Father out?

<disciple> Too often

<shama> Yes sometimes often.

Eccl 3:11-12 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. (KJV)

<renewed> Hmm so if our foot slips (physical or spiritual) we have strayed off the path, and out of righteousness?

<opentext> Cheryl....if we stray...it does not always mean we have totally left the path....however it does get us closer to the edge.

<renewed> ok

Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> It’s like driving in a car and you aren't paying attention and start to stray off the road... and in an instant you realize where you are at and you turn the wheel to safety.

<opentext> Please note...this is why we **continue in the faith**.

<opentext> Very good analogy Charlene.

Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; (KJV)

<opentext> This is why we continue in the Word...daily...

Matt 5:43-44 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; (KJV)

<helpmate> 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

Matt 5:45-47 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? (KJV)

<opentext> It is always easy to love those that love us....

<at-peace> Remembering the heart of a stranger...being the good Samaritan... not being as the priest and Levite. 

Luke 6:35-36 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of us hanging on a cross...and being close to death...could pray for those who put you there, let alone to forgive them??

<disciple> That would be very difficult.

<shama> Sure would be hard.

<renewed> It would be very difficult without Father's strength ... and knowing who you are in Him.

<at-peace> It would be difficult on our own.

<helpmate> Would like to *think* that I could, but......

Matt 5:38-40 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. (KJV)

Matt 5:41-43 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. (KJV)

Matt 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefullly use you, and persecute you (KJV)

<opentext> How often have we heard people say...**if I only had the opportunity to do more for God**.

<shama> Very often.

<disciple> A lot.

<renewed> Yup, lots

<opentext> If we prayed as we should....we would never have to look for things to do for Father.

1Thes 5:15-18 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

<opentext> Ever heard anyone say....***i will get even with them for what they did to me?***

<shama> Yes

<at-peace> Yup

<helpmate> Ohhh yes

<disciple> Yeh

<lil`lamb> Yeah

<renewed> More often I hear, I don't get angry, just even.

<opentext> See that none render evil for evil unto any man

<renewed> Wow, not just our brothers and sisters in Christ but to *any* person.

<opentext> Do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. Always easy to be nice to, and pray for those that one knows and loves....

<disciple> Sounds like perfect love.

<opentext> Yes

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, (KJV)

<opentext> How often have we had opportunity...and did not know it?

<renewed> Many times.

<shama> Oh many times.

<disciple> Many times.

<disciple> And sometimes know it and don't do it.

<at-peace> Ummm...often...until after the opportunity was passed...then saw it.

1 Tim 6:17-19 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. (KJV)

1 Tim 6:20-21 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. (KJV)

<at-peace> Laying your treasures up in heaven.... not on earth.

<opentext> Yes

<opentext> Being instant in season and out of season.

3 Jn 1:11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. (KJV)

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who (KJV)

<opentext> Let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith

Matt 12:50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. (KJV)

<opentext> There is that word again...whosoever.

Matt 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)

<lil`lamb> Does that apply to great people to? Like if you do good to not a least person but a great person?

<opentext> How often is it that we even try to play favorites amongst ourselves?

<now-faith> We are all one, Father is no respecter of persons and neither should we be.

<disciple> Sad, but true.

<opentext> Rhonda...it is always easy to respect and pray for those that are great...it is the little person, the overlooked person that we fail to remember.

<helpmate> It is easier to something for a great person, than it may be for some to do for a lowly person.

<lil`lamb> Ok

Eph 2:19-21 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: (KJV)

<opentext> def for household...

3609 oikeios-

belonging to a house or family, domestic, intimate 

a) belonging to one's household, related by blood, kindred 

b) belonging to the household of God 

c) belonging, devoted to, adherents of a thing

<opentext> a) belonging to one's household, related by blood,

<renewed> The blood of Christ.

Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (KJV)

1 Pet 1:18-19 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: (KJV)

I Jn 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (KJV)

Heb 9:14-15 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget...how we were made a part of the household of faith.

Eph 3:14-15 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, (KJV)

<now-faith> If we turn away from the household of faith, don't we also turn away from the Head of that household?

<opentext> This verse always speak volumes to me...because it specifically says that His family is in heaven and earth.

<opentext> michie....if we reject His people...we reject Him.

<now-faith> Ok

<now-faith> Ehatsoever we do unto His children, we do unto Him?

Matt 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)

<now-faith> You know...I have read that verse, but I didn't hear it in alll it's context!

Heb 6:10-12 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (KJV)

<opentext> Through faith and patience inherit the promises.

<opentext> We all have faith...it is the patience that we need to develop....to learn to wait in and on Father's timing for the **one more**,or who the **one more** is.

I Jn 3:13-15 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. (KJV)

I Jn 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Today...this day...let us keep our heart and ears open to Father....that we will do all that He asks of us...that we miss not the opportunity that He puts before us. We love Him, because He first loved us...and this is the love that should be our motivation. Were you worthy of His love, when He first loved you?

<renewed> no

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<disciple> no

<now-faith> no

<opentext> Then we too, have to learn that kind of love...and let that be which is operating in our life...this day.

<lil`lamb> Are we worthy of it now?

<opentext> If we have confessed Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour...we are worthy of it Rhonda.

<lil`lamb> Oh ok

2 Cor 5:17-18 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; (KJV)

<opentext> Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<opentext> We will close here for today...any questions?

<renewed> Larry could you please put up the definition for reconciliation for me?

<opentext> def for reconciliation...

2643 katallage-

1) exchange, used of the business of money-changers, exchanging equivalent values 

2) adjustment of a difference, reconciliation, restoration to favor in the New Testament of the restoration of the favor of God to sinners that repent and put their trust in the expiatory death of Christ

<opentext> Restoration to favor...Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.... old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<renewed> Can you simplify it a little bit more for me Larry, does it mean once we were separate from Father because of our sins, but now through Christ that restoration has taken place?

<opentext> Cheryl...exactly

Col 1:20-22 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: (KJV)

Rom 5:9-11 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. (KJV)

<opentext> Cheryl...those help?

<renewed> Yes, they sure do .. Thanks :-))

Col 1:12-14 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: (KJV)

