Bible Study for Wednesday, 28 October, 1998

now-faith changes topic to "This gate of the Lord! Psa.118:19-24 Bible Study in progress, all are welcome!"

<renewed> Father we thank for the joy of being able to come together this day to feast at your banquet table. We thank you for each breath that you give us so that we may learn and be able to be equipped to be that servant that you wish us to be. We ask that You grant us listening hearts and ears as we study Your Word today and that you continue to bless larry and helen as they continue on their journey today, reaching out for the one more You would have them speak to. We ask all of this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ ....

Gal 6:1-2 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Now...it says to bear...one anothers burdens...now does that mean to growl and snap at them like a bear?

<now-faith> no

<at-peace> no

<renewed> no 

<shama> nope

<opentext> Yet...often, don't we react that way when someone shares their problems with us?

<now-faith> If we have allowed our flesh to get the upper hand and we are feeling frustrated to watch them struggle with the same thing and don't see it.

<renewed> Depends what the problem is.

<at-peace> Yes, sometimes we do.

Eph 6:18-19 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;19And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,(KJV)

<opentext> In order to mature..to the role of an ambassador...we need to learn to lift up all of the saints in prayer and not just once...but persevering at it.....staying with it until Father asks otherwise of us. Usually...we will remember once or twice...and then we become a little lazy with it.

Gal 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV)

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.(KJV)

<opentext> As we continue in His Word...then we are His disciples.....the truth sets us free...and the example that we then set can also set others free

opentext takes a pulse on the channel

<renewed> :-)

<opentext> Most of us love like we have been taught by the world...but here Jesus Christ says that we need to love as He loved us

<at-peace> Allowing your heart to be free to love...the truth will set it free.

<opentext> That freedom to love...can only come as we grow in the Word...a love that expects nothing in return.

<renewed> We can only be as free to the degree that we live the Word.

<shama> Unconditional love.

<opentext> Very good cheryl....

<opentext> It will only be to the level that we are developed or matured in the Word

<big_L> So if i am having trouble loving some then i need to grow more in the word?

<opentext> Yes kathy...for we are only able to love through Father's eyes and love... otherwise the flesh will always be in the way.

<big_L> What happens if u cant? Will u just die spiritually?

John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> Kathy....you will be able to see how and why tomorrow.....don't get frustrated now...just one more day...

<big_L> ok

I Jn 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.(KJV)

<opentext> Note that it does say brethren...

<renewed> is there a difference between brethren and brother?

<opentext> def for brethren...

<opentext> 80 adelphos-

1) a brother, whether born of the same two parents or only of the same father or mother 

2) having the same national ancestor, belonging to the same people, or countryman 

3) any fellow or man 

4) a fellow believer, united to another by the bond of affection 

5) an associate in employment or office 

6) brethren in Christ 

a) his brothers by blood 

b) all men 

c) apostles 

d) Christians, as those who are exalted to the same heavenly place

6) brethren in Christ

<opentext> As Christian's...we are all a part of the family of God....joint heirs with Christ

<servant> Are we joined into brotherhood/sisterhood by the blood of the Lamb?

<opentext> stephanie...yes we are, and it is closer then any fleshly blood ties

<now-faith> whew, I'll say

Gal 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. (KJV)

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> is it a duty that we pray for one another...or a privilege?

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> before you move on.... just wanted to share, if we are irritated or frustrated with someone, that is a good indication that we have neglected to pray for them and uplift them before Father and instead are taking it all upon ourselves.

<servant> I agree!

<opentext> very good point michie....

<now-faith> And with that verse you gave earlier....about boldly making known the mystery of the gospel, if we are focused on the solution.... the solution being that they realize their rights and authorites and who they are in Christ, then it should be our prayer that we may have opportunity to point them in that direction

<opentext> If we are irritated with someone...then we are operating more in the flesh than in the Spirit

<servant> I believe in Phil, Paul told us that we must pray for one another, He called us into uplifting one another

<opentext> is it a duty that we pray for one another...or a privilege?

<now-faith> privilege

<at-peace> a privilege

<shama> a wonderful privelege

<renewed> it is always a privilege

<opentext> Yes....it is a privilege....and as we recognize this...it frees us from the reactions the flesh would have us make.

Phil 1:9-10 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> Yes stephanie...and what a beautiful prayer to make for a brother or sister in Christ... and as we look closely at what Paul says here...we can see that his prayer was that they would surpass him in a working knowledge of the Word.

<big_L> So Paul prayed that they would increase even More than he?

<opentext> Do we pray that way for others...or that they would always be below us?

<opentext> yes kathy he did

<shama> Lifting them above ourselves to Father

<now-faith> I noticed it says, that your love may abound.... praying that one would recognize Father's love and then be able to operate in the fullness of Christ.

<servant> But also before that Phil 2-5

<opentext> Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:(KJV)

<servant> sorry Phil 1:2-5

<opentext> Phil 1:2-5 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 3I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,4Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,5For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;(KJV)

<servant> Yes both Phil verses

<opentext> The verses here set the precedence for verse 9...

<opentext> Always operating in the Spirit...that the Light of the gospel be shining in and from us, that one more may ask of the hope that is within us, and that we will **be ready** with the answer when asked.

Gal 6:3-4 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 4But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.(KJV)

<opentext> This is why we have to always check what our motives are....and always keep them in line with the Word....looking and listening for the **one more** that is lost and looking for help or assistance. But if we have not established ourselves in a solid prayer life, how will we hear Father's instructions for us?

<servant> With a spirit of gentleness!!!

<now-faith> And that one more that is lost doesn't always mean someone who has not accepted Jesus Christ into their lives, but could mean someone who has strayed from the straight and narrow, right?

<now-faith> we cannot

<shama> we won't

<at-peace> we won't

<renewed> it will be impossible to

<opentext> Stephanie...most times gentle...but not always....we need to always be able to hear Father on how and why He wants us to answer.

<opentext> exactly michie

<now-faith> Like Paul to Peter.

<servant> The word clearly says in a spirit of gentleness in regard to this scripture?

<opentext> yes....am sure Peter was not very pleased with being taken to task by Paul

<opentext> what verse is that stephanie?

<servant> Gal 6:1

<opentext> Gal 6:1Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.(KJV)

<opentext> Meekness...also means a firmness....many times we do not hear the full definition of what a word means. Jesus Christ was always gentle with the Word...but always firm...The scribes and pharisees would not have taken his words against them as gentle....

<servant> But what is a Lamb?

<servant> Isn't Christ the Lamb of God? As well as the comforter?

<opentext> He was the sacrificial lamb for the sin of the world.

<now-faith> Servant, gentleness means not being intrested in self gain or self interest.......one can be humble and firm.

<opentext> The Holy Sspirit is the comforter...

<servant> True, firm but gentle, not judgemental

<servant> Who is the Holy Spirit?

<servant> Who is the soul of Christ?

<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.(KJV)

<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.(KJV)

<opentext> Stephanie...we are gettin of the track of the study.

<servant> But the Holy Ghost comes from the Father who sent the Son the Lamb, right?

<opentext> Yes...however they are different identities...of the Godhead.

<opentext> And unless one understands the mystery of the gospel...they will not see and understand how they work together.

<servant> I understand how they work together.

<opentext> Gal 3:1-3 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> These are meek words by Paul...yet most would consider them quite harsh.

Gal 6:3-4 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 4But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. (KJV)

<renewed> Meekness does not mean denying Christ in you, at the expense of making someone else feel good.

<shama> I guess its comes down to having the right attitude of heart when speaking.

<opentext> There is a difference with presenting the Word with confidence as Father directs...or presenting it with the idea of controlling people.

<big_L> opentext there are many that get a "taste" of the gospel then decide they can do it all on their own is this sort of what that scripture u just posted was stating?

<opentext> Kathy...yes they go about to establish their own rules...rather then following the Word

<big_L> But sometimes they use the word, so if they use it for their gain then they have used it wrongly?

<opentext> That is where we have to rightly divide the Word of truth as we have studied for Father's approval...not man's

<shama> And because it is His Word then allwoing Him to guide and lead us in how and when to speak?

<big_L> Does a person have to understand the mystery of the Godhead before they rightly divide the Word?

<opentext> Exactly...for we have to be as Jesus Christ was...speaking only the things that He heard Father speak and doing only the things that He saw Father do.

<opentext> It is the key to growing deeper in the Word kathy

<servant> But if the Holy Ghost is our teacher, and if we have accepted Christ, won't the Holy Ghost lead us? Therefore with an open heart and mind grow in the word?

<opentext> If we listen to Him...however most times we allow what we have heard in the past to get in the way...and base what we accept off of that which we have previously heard...rather then basing it on the truth.

<big_L> It is very difficult to rise above preconceived ideas of the Word, even when you are earnestly seeking Father for help.

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<servant> No preconceived ideas, just trying to follow what Gal 6 is saying, not any man.

<opentext> Rom 11:21-22 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 22Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. (KJV)

<big_L> opentext wouldnt that scripture kind of kill the theory of "once saved always saved?"

<opentext> God's Word is genntle if we hear and obey....but there is the severity if we neglect to hear and obey it.

<opentext> Kathy...yes it does

<big_L> The natural branch being israel?

<big_L> Or i mean the jews?

<opentext> yes, either is correct Kathy

<big_L> And a natural branch would less likely break than a grafted one is that correct?

<opentext> correct

<big_L> So we should be so much more thankful for our opportunity for salvation

<opentext> This is a good place to close for today...and we will start here again Monday

<opentext> Exactly Kathy, if we hear and obey...the goodness of God

<big_L> So is that why we need to remember the goodness of God in our lives and use that when a brother or sister has problems and needs lifted up, instead of pushing them down

<opentext> Very good Kathy

<big_L> I did learn something today :) even though this lesson seemed so confusing to me.

<opentext> PYL

<big_L> Servant, my comment about rising about preconceived ideas was not meant for you, :) i have much to overcome and do not judge others .
