Bible Study for October 27, 1998

opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord! Psa.118:19-24 Bible study in progress!!"

<opentext> michie...would you like to open in prayer?

<now-faith> sure

<now-faith> Father, we come before your throne of grace today with expectant hearts and a willing mind to hear and receive your living waters and bread of life for our nourishment this day......Father we thank you and give you all the praise for the work you have done so far in the ministry journey across the states and we thank you for the rest that is in store for us all....Father we ask that your Word be what illuminates our every step this day and we are quick to give you all the praise, all the honor and all the glory through your precious Son, Jesus Christ....

Gal 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for overtaken; 4301 prolambano- to take one by forestalling him (that is, before he can flee or conceal his crime); to surprise, to detect.

<opentext> Many times we try to conceal that which we are doing what we know is wrong. We attempt to conceal it from those that we know that are walking according to the truth. Yet, what is hidden before Father's eyes? 

<renewed> nothing

<now-faith> not a thing

<disciple> nothing

<big_L> nothing

<opentext> What is there that He does not see or know? How did Paul know what was going on within the early churches? 

<renewed> Father revealed it to him ....

<now-faith> through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Father let him know it all

<disciple> Father revealed it through the Holy Spirit

<opentext> just as Father does today....there is nothing that we can hide from Him

<opentext> Do you think someone was always running to him to tell him what was out of line? Or, perhaps could it have been Father letting him know by the Spirit those things that were out of order?

<big_L> there were no phones no internet Paul HAD to rely on Father

<renewed> Father revealing it to him by the Spirit

<now-faith> Father, because those that were out of line were trying to hide and cover up

<opentext> it is hard to imagine, how Paul was able to deal with the things that Father showed him were out of order, especially with the slow modes of communication then

<now-faith> and someone who is out of line will always reveal the truth through their words as well....

<big_L> Paul traveled so much that it would have been impossible for someone to always tell him what was happening

<big_L> it had to have been Father

<opentext> exactly kathy

<opentext> Whenever we get our hand caught in the **cookie jar**, don't we usually try to justify why we were doing it? Don't we try to legitimize why we did what we did? Yet, there is never a justifiable reason for sin.

<now-faith> yes

<disciple> sometimes

<renewed> nope never a good reason for sin

<opentext> Unless we are walking in the Spirit, and are in fellowship with God, how easy is it to get caught up in someone else's sin?

<now-faith> we even at times convince ourselves that what we have done is ok or even right

<renewed> very easy because our eyes are focussed on them instead of Father

<now-faith> very easy

<big_L> oh very easy and that is Satan's trick to get us tripped up 

<disciple> very easy looking at the physical and not on the path

<opentext> that is why Paul says that they which are spiritual...not those that think they are spiritual...

<opentext> for a moment...I want to go over a portion of the OT to bring out this point...and show how easy it is for errors to affect all

Josh 7:1, But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel. (KJV)

Josh 7:10-11, And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times the sin of one, will affect many that are around them. Therefore the problem has to be addressed as well as corrected. But, unless we are in tune with God, and able to hear His instructions, how can we help ourselves, let alone anyone else? 

<renewed> we can't

<now-faith> we cannot

<shama> we can only do it through the Holy Spirit

<disciple> we can't do it

<opentext> the moment that we forget that we are a team, and try to do things on our own, we affect the rest of the body as well

<opentext> as servants we have to always be working together for the good of the body of Christ

<big_L> this even goes for those in the ministry?

<now-faith> One body

<opentext> yes kathy...especially for those in the ministry this applies

<renewed> an infection has been allowed to enter the body which can affect the whole body

<opentext> Father never asks us to bring correction to anyone else because we are better then them. Rather that those that are studying for Father's approval are doing all that they can to be pleasing to Father. And to whom much is given, much is expected. Is Father expecting too much out of you? 

<now-faith> and the whole body works together to heal that infection

<disciple> Father never expects too much

<opentext> very good analogy......it takes all working together to attack and get rid of the infection...that there may be health for all

<now-faith> James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (KJV)

<opentext> 3 Jn 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. (KJV)

<now-faith> if the one that has been overtaken in sin does not confess they have slipped....how can the body heal?

<opentext> we need to keep our mind renewed within the Word....we need to keep our spirit man properly fed and nourished

<opentext> I Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> it is when we admit our error...that Father's grace can be applied

<opentext> You are the one that told Him that you would work in His field. Do you now think that that of which He asks of you is to tough?

<disciple> it gets tough, but it never gets impossible.

<shama> we can do all things through His strength

<now-faith> only when I am not keeping fed spiritually

<opentext> we need to always be looking and listening for the 1 more that is looking for and calling out for help

<opentext> as we have been looking at the book of Joshua this morning, does it look like Achan was looking for help?

<renewed> no he wasn't he was trying to hid his sin ... 

<renewed> hide

<disciple> nope...he was trying to conceal it

<opentext> We can do all things through Christ who is our strength. Unless we are walking in the Spirit, we will be pulled into the midst of the problems that Father asks us to bring correction to. If we focus on the problem, rather then the solution, we too will be pulled into the sin. 

<opentext> This is why we have to apply Father's Word to each and every situation as directed by Him, not adding to or taking away from what He asks of us. It is only through the Word that we can show someone else the way to safety. And, isn't that what salvation is all about?

<now-faith> yes

<shama> yes

<disciple> yes, it is. Being delivered to a safe area...spiritually

Josh 7:25, And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. (KJV)

<opentext> Achan by his greed paid with his life. Today we are able to seek and obtain Father's forgiveness. 1 John 1:9. 

<opentext> it would sure clean out the church today, if Father's grace was not available

<renewed> yes ..

<opentext> Achan had tried to hide the spoils that Father had said they were not to take under his tent floor, and it cost many people their lives...as well as put all of Israel in jeopardy

<now-faith> how can two walk together, unless they be agreed?

<opentext> we need to always keep in mind that what we do does not just affect us, but rather all of the body of Christ

<opentext> yes michie...and this is why Joshua was told to remove the sin from the camp

<shama> Father forgives us so quickly, but we have to forgive each other and ourselves... This can be hard for the flesh

<renewed> we are not one unto ourselves

<now-faith> no, we are not, and we sometimes try to hide ourselves away from the brethren as though we were

<opentext> we are a team, and as a team have to work together...always being the servant to one another

<now-faith> humbling ourselves low so that we may lift another closer to Father, not trampling over others to get ourselves higher in man's approval

<opentext> exactly steph...in the Lord's outline for prayer....we have to forgive our debtors...if we want Father's forgiveness

<opentext> yes michie...and it is not always easy for the flesh to stay humble wwhen Father is using us...since the flesh likes to be in the spotlight

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> 1Pe:4:8: And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

<opentext> this is why Paul is constantly saying that we need to be walking in the Spirit....not running or stepping on others....but having each and every step illuminated by His Word

Gal 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (KJV)

<opentext> restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;

<opentext> 4239 praus- **meekness** ; mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, meekness; Meekness toward God is that disposition of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting. In the Old Testament, the meek are those wholly relying on God rather than their own strength to defend them against injustice. 

Gentleness or meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest. It stems from trust in God's goodness and control over the situation. The gentle person is not occupied with self at all. This is a work of the Holy Spirit, not of the human will (Gal. 5:23).

<opentext> when one is meek....they will always ask Father if there is not someone else that He can use for the task...since they never want to seem or appear presumptuous...but rather humble. And this is a trait or characteristic that only develops as one spends time in the Word with Father...and is changed by the Word...not by works

<renewed> trusting always that Father will use the right person, it doesn't have to be *me*

<opentext> exactly cheryl

<opentext> usually I will ask Father...isn't there someone else that you could use

<renewed> :-))

<renewed> yup I asked that question yesterday morning :-)

<now-faith> lol

<shama> lol

<now-faith> aren't there times, Larry, when Father has asked someone else, but they have not responded?

<opentext> many times when Father shows us things...it is that we will pray for the person....not so that we will meddle or be a busy body

<opentext> yes michie....and then He will have to ask someone else

<opentext> so it is also hearing Father clearly on whether we are to be praying for the person, or whether Father is asking us to speak to the person. The clearer we are able to hear Father, the clearer we will hear His instructions

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> We cannot think more highly of ourselves. Then pride will enter in, and it will not be long before we too will stumble. Doing what Father asks, no more, and certainly no less. It is the body of Christ, and it takes a team effort for us to make it.

<disciple> And clarity only comes with spending time in the Word, to hear His voice

<opentext> exactly miz

<now-faith> there are times when someone is in a situation where they need to hear for themselves from Father on it so that they can have no one else to blame ..... and Father will reveal that to us so that we can pray that they do hear

<opentext> yes...and this is where we have to hear Father clearly...so that we are a help, rather then a hindrance

<now-faith> John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. (KJV)

<opentext> always putting the flesh aside, that the spirit man becomes more in control

Gal 6:2, Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> It is as we learn to lift up one another....and assist as the good Samaritan did, that we are able to bring another to the safety of the **inn**....not an out....and thus assist in restoring one more. Never considering how much we are giving up or putting out, but rather doing joyfully all that Father asks of us

<big_L> is there a scripture that states the "law of Christ" as that scripture refers to ?

<opentext> it is the law of faith Kathy....for by grace are we saved through faith....

<big_L> then I don't understand that scripture

<opentext> love God with all your bring, and love thy neighbor as thyself, in this one fulfils all of the law, if we say that we love God...and hate our neighbor...are we operating in faith?

<big_L> no

<opentext> how encompassing was Christ's love? Did He not die for the sin of the world...?

<big_L> yes 

<opentext> He died for us while we were not deserving of it.....Can we lay down our life for those that are not deserving of it?

<opentext> this is the law of Christ or faith......living as Jesus Christ did....and giving all that one more may be brought to safety

<big_L> I understand we are to love our brethren I was just confused as to why it said burden

<opentext> unless we can put ourselves in someone else's position or situation...how can we have compassion on them and for them?

<big_L> we cant

<opentext> this is how we are able to have compassion and love for one another, by the grace of God that is within us....this is what enables us to reach out to another when Father asks of us, for we know how much we have been forgiven of

<big_L> ok

<opentext> we will start here again tomorrow...any questions from today?

<renewed> so the burden isn't being weighed down by another's sin, but having compassion to do whatever Father asks to help lift them out of that sin?

<opentext> exactly Cheryl...if we are weighted down by it...what good can we do for them?

<renewed> none, we are stuck in the mud with them, so to speak

<big_L> wait but isn't it their burden? Or am I still not seeing this

<opentext> it is only as we can point them to Father through Jesus Christ that we are able to assist at all

<opentext> kathy...yes it is their burden....but listen just a minute kathy

<opentext> kathy...how many of the problems that were so big for you when you first started coming here...are as big as they used to be...or is there now hope for you?

<big_L> there is hope

<opentext> you now see the hope of the Word, and how it does have the answers for you, because others were able to hear and see what you were going through, and lift you closer to Father by His Word

<opentext> this is how we bear one another's burdens

<shama> so getting along side them and showing them Father's compassion and empathy, so that they may see that hope again?

<opentext> we don't try to carry them, but we apply Father's Word to the situation....placing the problems before the throne of grace

<opentext> exactly steph

<opentext> showing them the solution in and with the Word

<big_L> so their burden becomes our burden

<big_L> but we take it to Father so it does not weigh us down

<opentext> exactly kathy

<renewed> I once had someone tell me when I was struggling .... I can't take your suitcase (load) from you, but I can help you carry it through prayer and the Word until you can give it to Father :-)

<opentext> exactly...just as Jesus Christ tries to show us how to bring all of our problems to Father, and apply grace to each and every situation

<opentext> very good input and sharing this morning

<big_L> opentext do u ever find a situation u just don't want to get involved with 

<big_L> I mean that you know it will weigh u down

<opentext> lol...almost anything Father asks of me....would rather just have to work out my own salvation

<big_L> I see

<shama> was reading 1 Cor 9:22 to the weak I became weak.........it doesn't mean that he let their burdens pull him down, so that he became weak, but more so that he put himself where they were at????

<opentext> yes steph....

<opentext> not looking down at them, but rather putting himself in their shoes by compassion

<disciple> But, yet, we are not to allow other's burdens to pull us down but rather use the Word to lift them up, right?

<opentext> just as the good Samaritan went down into the ditch to help the person out...

<big_L> so when Paul said he became all things to all men that he might save some it didn't mean he allowed himself to get into bad situations but he took those things to Father?

<opentext> correct miz

<shama> yep

<opentext> correct kathy....he gave them the Word....but did not allow the circumstances to pull him into the fault

<renewed> Jas:5:20: Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

<big_L> if we feel a situation pulling us down then what do we do?

<opentext> he remained apart from the physical or external circumstances

<opentext> kathy...we take it to Father, and ask Him for His wisdom and insight for the situation, and not move or act until we hear clearly

<renewed> larry, charlene and I were discussing James 5:20 last night ... how does one hide a multitude of sins?

<big_L> I apologize for keeping on this but u mean we don't say anything to that person until we have clearly heard from Father?

<now-faith> can I share an analogy that Father gave me that might help?

<opentext> kathy...not unless Father asks us to

<renewed> sure michie

<opentext> cheryl....what does 1Jn 1:9 say?

<now-faith> ok

<now-faith> Just as the physical body calls upon the whole to heal an injury in the toe.....so does the spiritual...

<now-faith> The left foot didn't twist it's ankle, but the left foot will bear the weight of the right if it does and will continue to do so until it is completely healed.......and able to bear it's own weight

<now-faith> If a foot is broken, to prevent further damage, the foot is immobilized with a cast and is not walked on......

<now-faith> Bearing no weight and not being exercised until the bone is restored.

<now-faith> After the cast comes off and the swelling goes down one must begin to walk and bear weight on the foot.

<now-faith> Little by little the rest of the body compensates and carries the weight for the injured foot but then shifts the weight over as the healing foot can bear it.

<now-faith> Too much weight before it is ready could cause re-injury.....too little would slow the healing process

<big_L> love hides a multitude of sins doesn't it?

<renewed> about confessing our sins one to another and cleansing us from all unrighteousness! 

<big_L> so michie it may take more than just one member?

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> if we confess our sins to Father...He forgives the sin...and cleanses us from **ALL** unrighteousness

<big_L> just as here even though I originally came to larry I now feel 'helped' by all of u

<disciple^> And if Father forgives us, then others must also forgive and forget, right, larry?

<opentext> that is how a multitude of sin is hidden...through the blood of Christ

<now-faith> exaclty kathy, we are all members of ONE

<big_L> ok michie so when a person can handle more of the weight themselves then the body of Christ will allow them to?

<opentext> yes miz....we forgive and forget as Father does

<now-faith> we hold each other up, bearing each others burdens with the love of Christ that is shed abroad in our hearts through Christ, having His compassion and understanding, not forgetting what manner of man we were

<now-faith> we forgive and forget because He has forgiven us, not because it is our duty or obligation, but because we know this love and mercy of Father and that is what goes forth

now-faith goes back to her corner!

<big_L> I love these studies I am learning so much

<opentext> PYL

<disciple^> if we forgive and forget for any other reason, we are only doing it unto man, and the forgiveness doesn't mean anything

<now-faith> eeexactly, miz

<opentext> exactly miz...it always ahs to be by Father's terms...not ours

<shama> we all do sin and so all need forgiveness from Father and from others...........If we say we have not sinned we make Him a liar and His Word is not in us. 1jn1:10 

<disciple^> so, then Satan is the only one that will bring that sin up or hold a grudge

<now-faith> and a big clue that we have done that is if we are still harboring bitterness or resentment or remembering the offense 

<big_L> and that kind of goes for anything we do as per spiritual right? If we do it not for Father but for man then we have done it in vain?

<now-faith> yup

<now-faith> exactly, kathy......for flesh cannot please God

<disciple^> what if somebody has never told us that we did something to offend that person, and then we don't find out till much later...shouldn't that person come to us and tell us that we have offended them?

<opentext> only as Father asks one to....each and every situation is different as well as unique...so there is no **pat** answer

<now-faith> looking to the solution, not the problem

<disciple^> so, one might hold an offence against another, even when a person has already ask Father for forgiveness...and that's ok?

<now-faith> if Father has forgiven me and no one else has.....can anyone else get me to heaven?

<disciple^> not a matter of staying out of heaven...nobody but me can keep me out of heaven

<now-faith> I know that if Father has forgiven me and forgotten, then it can only be coming from one place if it is being brought up against me.

<big_L> I have felt that way about a situation recently miz and felt like a person was very angry with me and I didn't know why and each time I tried to ask they wouldn't answer so I just went to Father and asked Him to forgive me if I did anything and to help me to love her regardless

<now-faith> that is why we have to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling

<renewed> if we have been offended then we are walking in the flesh, and not in the Spirit and we need to ask forgiveness for that ... it is not always necessary to tell the other person they have offended us unless Father tells us to because it may cause them to stumble even more ...

<disciple^> it is necessary to tell the other person if the person that offended will have repercussions from that offence

<now-faith> and what was the result, kathy?

<big_L> the result michie is that I can see that person and not feel anger or anything toward her about how she treats me

<big_L> I'm learning I can only save me

<now-faith> and your mind is not continually focused on her anymore? But rather on Father?

<now-faith> :-))

<big_L> I mean Father of course

<big_L> and that I cannot control how others love or hate me

<big_L> if I have done no wrong

<now-faith> :-)

<big_L> but I can control how I let it affect my walk with Father

<now-faith> exactly

<big_L> if it weighs me down, and I loose my walk, then that 'bad situation' has won

<big_L> there are things that we have NO control over, and one major one is OTHER PEOPLE :)

<now-faith> which is exactly the devil's plan.......to distract you from the Word....that which brings about life and have you focus on the physical

<now-faith> :-) yup

<big_L> I cant express to you all how much stronger I feel lately in the word and with Father

<opentext> PYL

<shama> :-)

<now-faith> you don't need to kathy, we can SEE and HEAR it!!! and we are rejoicing!!!!

<big_L> I don't want surgery and I would rather Father heal me but if he chooses not to I will have another opportunity to learn another verse to take with me to say while they put me to sleep

