<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to together in and through your Son Jesus Christ with open hearts and open ears.  We joyfully receive your bread if life that you have for us this day, and are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us.  We give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor,  glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord....with open hearts and open ears.  We joyfully receive your bread if life that you have for us this day, and are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us.  We give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor,

 glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord....

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5, For I testify again to every man that is (placed under any part of the law) circumcised, that he is a debtor (under obligation) to do the whole law (down to every jot and tittle). Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> The old covenant, was thou shalt not do this, or thou shalt not do that. People were in constant fear of violating God's laws. Is fear is what is supposed to motivate us?

<at-peace> no

<helpmate> no.....love

<mizpah> No, it should be the love of Father, wanting to please Him.

<stowe^> No, God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and a sound mind.

<blessed> no fear involved with love.

<helpmate> for God so loved…

<opentext> Exactly. In the new covenant, the law of the faith, we can do all things through Christ who is our strength. By serving Father through Jesus Christ, we live above the law, since we are doing all to please Father.

<opentext> Mark 12:32-33, for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. (KJV)

<opentext> So, then, by operating in perfect love...the love of God, all fear is cast out....and we live our lives by the example that Jesus Christ set for us.

<opentext> Gal 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness

 by faith.  (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 5:5-6, And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 5:5-6, And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given (the measure of the gift) unto us. For when we were yet without strength (Christ is our strength), in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (KJV)

<stowe^> Wait for the hope ... we are waiting for the second coming of Christ?

<opentext> If we learn to hear all that Father is saying to us in a verse.....we than can hear and grow more. cheryl...there are several things that we are living by faith.

<opentext>  First off....how many have a certificate showing that they are born again?

<stowe^> not me

<helpmate> me either

<opentext>  So then by faith, you live awaiting the reality of what your spirit man knows is fact.  We await by hope, the Lord's return for His church.....the reality of His promise to those that serve Father through Him, and, we also await His return, to set up His kingdom here, and rule and reign with Him. The more we know of who we are in Christ, the more we will hear and see in every verse.

<stowe^> The reality of what my spirit man knows is fact, the fullness of Christ in me?

<opentext> And also...His appearing will happen before His second coming...since the second coming is for Israel.   Exactly cheryl.

<stowe^> k, thanks

<opentext> Gal 5:5-6 
For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness

 by faith.  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.  (KJV)

<opentext> In the old covenant, the law was by works....in the new covenant...it is by faith, which operates by God's love.  

<helpmate> I Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:

 because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (KJV)

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> However, in the old covenant, God still loved them, even though it wasn't by faith.  Was the law then, man's law?

<opentext> Yes...God's love has always been a constant. The Mosaic law and the law of the prophets was what man asked for...it was never really God's intention. It was what man asked for, thus God gave them what they asked for.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> Remember, Abraham lived by faith, 430 years before the law?

<mizpah> yes

<helpmate> They had faith in God's promise.

<opentext> Exactly.

<mizpah> But, the law wasn't in effect then, right?

<opentext> We today, have faith in the reality of God's promise.  No, the law was not yet in affect.

<mizpah> So, wasn't he living under faith, then?

<opentext> If we think back to Luke chapter 2, Simeon and Anna, were living by faith, looking for the promise of God.

<mizpah> And under the law, too.

<blessed> o/

<blessed> Law of Faith works by love?  Is this not our love too?

<opentext> If one lives by faith in God's promises...they will always be above the law, since they will never do anything to transgress the law, living by faith in God's promises.

sheryl...yes the law of faith operates by love...since the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost the moment that we are born again.

<mizpah> Oh, ok...so, even though they are living under the law, they are still under faith and God's love if they are living for Him!

<opentext> Those that lived to please God...lived by faith in the promise of God.

are still under faith and God's love if they are living for Him!Those that are under the law...are not serving God out of love, but rather fear.

<mizpah> ok, now I got it.

<opentext> Gal 5:6-7  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing,

 nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? (KJV)

<at-peace> So even though they were under the Mosaic law, each person had the opportunity to live by faith?

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> wow

<blessed> wow, thanks.

<mizpah> But, they still had to obey the law, even though they lived by faith, right?

<opentext> If one is living to please God....they will never be subject to

 the law, for their lifestyle will always be above the law.

<mizpah> Oh, but, Jesus is the only man that lived a lifestyle where He always lived above the law.

<blessed> Yes, but when we stumble?

<opentext> Yes, Jesus by hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ, lived totally above the law His whole life, and fulfilled all of the law.

<opentext> sheryl...when we stumble:

<opentext> I Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us

 our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> And since we know that God cannot remember any sin that we confess through Christ.....

<mizpah> Then we press forward!

<opentext> And also notice that Father goes a step further...He not  only grants forgiveness for the sin...but cleanses us from all unrighteousness.

<opentext> A clean slate...a clean bill of spiritual health.

<helpmate> A clean slate...a fresh start.

<opentext> Exactly.  As though none of it had even occurred.

<opentext> This is the same love that we are to show for everyone...our neighbor.

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> yes  cheryl

<stowe^> So, does that mean if we confess our  sins, all our sins are forgiven even though we may not have confessed one sin at that time?

opentext> When we go to Father...if we confess all that we remember at that time....Father goes above all that we asked or think, and cleanses us from all unrighteousness.

<helpmate> I ask Father to forgive me for any wrong i may have done.

<opentext> If one goes before Father...and willing does not confess something...were they truly sorry in the first place?

<stowe^> nope

<opentext> So, there is a difference then in the attitudes of people that go before the throne. We have to be sure we have the right motivation and attitude when we go to Father...since He knows the thoughts and intents of the heart.

<stowe^> Yes, again looking for Father's righteousness instead of depending on our own self-righteousness.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:20-21  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God

did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.


 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
  (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:7  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey

 the truth?   (KJV).

<opentext> The devil is always going to try to hinder you....to get your eyes off of that straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.  

<mizpah> He wouldn't hinder unless we were a threat to him, either.

<stowe^> What is hindering me from obeying the truth?  Question we should be asking ourselves.

 <opentext> Note how Paul states that...you ​did​ run well.....only now you have been hindered from hearing and obeying the truth. Paul is telling them that they HAD been running well......but you left the Spirit...and reverted to the law......why have you done this.

<mizpah> They chose to do that...to revert to the law.

<helpmate> They departed the faith.

<stowe^> There really is no good excuse .... from being obedient to the truth.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound

 doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.


(KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 6:3-4  If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome

 words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;
He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:7-8  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey

 the truth?  This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. (KJV)

<opentext> Note....they were persuaded by someone other than God...perhaps a messenger of satan, appearing as an angel of light?  Perhaps a wolf in sheep's clothing?

<stowe^> To persuade means to influence their way of thinking?

<helpmate> Perhaps both.

Definition of persuaded:

3988  peismone-

1) persuasion

2) treacherous or deceptive persuasion

3982  peitho-

1) persuade

a) to persuade, that is, to induce one by words to believe

b) to make friends of, to win one's favor, to gain one's good will, or to seek to win one, to strive to please one

c) to tranquilize

d) to persuade unto, that is, to move or induce one to persuasion to do something 

2) be persuaded

a) to be persuaded, to suffer oneself to be persuaded; to be induced to believe: to have faith (in a thing)

1) to believe

2) to be persuaded of a thing concerning a person

b) to listen to, to obey, to yield to, to comply with

3) to trust, to have confidence, to be confident

<stowe^> Wow .. thanks.

<stowe^> Wow .. to tranquilize.  Almost like casting a spell over someone.

<opentext> cheryl....exactly....as Paul said earlier to the Galatians...who has cast a spell on you?  How many here....have ever been persuaded by someone claiming to be a person of God, to believe something that was contrary to the truth?

<stowe^> ummm, me

<shama> me

<at-peace> me

<opentext>  And why were we led astray?....because we had not taken the time to hear and learn the truth?

<stowe^> Yes .. for me.

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> better

<stowe^> yes it was easier to keep up thanks :-)

<mizpah> ok...caught up.

<helpmate> By every wind of doctrine

<opentext> You<------ have to study for Father's approval alone...no one else's.  The more we understand of the mystery, the more we know of who we are in Christ, and the more solid our life will be based in and on the Word of God.  You shall know the truth, and the truth (His Word) shall set you free...for He who the Son sets free..is free indeed

This will be a good place to stop for today.

<stowe^> Not a question but was just thinking about the times as a youth we are persuaded to do some dumb things, and just never realized before it was like being tranquilized into believing something that wasn't right.

<at-peace> When we were talking about those who were under the Mosaic law.... they had at times stumbled just as we did, but they had to seek forgiveness through sacrifice.  Also Father gave them the same opportunity as us to serve him in faith, otherwise he would have been a respecter of persons...and we know that God's Word is truth and He

 does not lie.

<opentext> exactly charlene

<mizpah> Now, I have a question.  We are solid in our walk in Christ,

 but you are saying that we won't know who we are in Christ, fully, while

 we are here?

<opentext> None of us will ever understand all that is hidden in the Word while we are here...a better way of saying it would be....that each day as we study the Word....we find out a new thing that we have inherited through Christ Jesus.  Also...Father only holds us responsible for that which He has opened up to us.  The key is to maintain that hunger for the truth.

<mizpah> I didn't realize there was still so much about living or not living under the law that I hadn't learned, yet.

<opentext> There is so much that is hidden in the Word...must be why Father says to seek, and we will find, and then as we knock, the door will be opened.

<opentext> Matt 7:8
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh

 findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. (KJV)

<at-peace> By serving Father through Jesus Christ, we live above the law (for we are seated in heavenly places).... this was earlier in the beginning of bible study.

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> Yep...however sometimes, if you are brought up under the law, you don't even realize that some thinking is wrong until you stumble across it.

<at-peace> true

<opentext> Our spirit man knows when something is amiss.

<at-peace> yes!

<mizpah> Just that we don't know what, and a lot of times don't seek to find out.

<opentext> The more we hide from the truth, the more we become tranquilized to not acknowledge it.

<mizpah> And then to find out the truth and still live under it...that must make Father sad.

<opentext> Isa 58:2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 8:17  I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.   (KJV)

<helpmate> They have not really found it then or that have departed from the faith..

<opentext> Some shall depart from the faith...giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

<opentext> Jer 29:11-13  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the

 LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.  Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.  And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. (KJV)

<stowe^> Thoughts of peace .. and the peace that passeth understanding shall keep your hearts and minds.

<opentext> Very good participation today.

<helpmate> If you are questioning it, it is probably wrong,  If it were right, you would have the peace that passes all understanding.

<mizpah> Larry, I was attending church and living under the law when i met you all and learned the mystery.  I had a choice of either being free in the truth or staying under bondage to the law.  If I had stayed, would that mean i was giving heed to spirits and doctrines of the devil?

<opentext> miz...if it is not of the truth, than what would be?

<mizpah> deception

<opentext> Who is the father of lies?

<mizpah> satan

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> John 8:44-45  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. (KJV)

<mizpah> wow…ok

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith is sin.....faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God...the testimony of Christ.

<now-faith> 1 Tim 4:1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times

 some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;


 (KJV)

<mizpah> whew!

<now-faith> Titus 3:3-5  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;


 (KJV)

