Sept. 16

opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this opportunity for us to gather together in and through your Son Jesus Christ Father, we ask that our ears an hearts be open to your Word this day, as we seek the truth of your Word, that will make us the stronger more capable servants of the work of your kingdom....through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5
For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he

 is a debtor to do the whole law.  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  (KJV)

<opentext>  Paul in verse 3 uses the term circumcision, because it was  what first put a person under bondage to the law; however, anything that puts one under the law, could be

 used in place of the word circumcision.  At that point that we becaome subjct to all of the law...not just that part which we decided to follow .   How many here, really want to have to live under the law....all of the law as it is written?

<helpmate> i would not

<NewSong> not me

<at-peace> no way

<shama> no

<mizpah> not me

<stowe^> no thanks

<opentext>   Christ is become of​ no effect unto you​, whosoever of you are justified by the law.  How many really hear this verse, that if you put yourself under any part of the law....Christ has become of **no** effect to you?

<helpmate>  It is as He does not exist.

<nfi>   You frustrate the grace of God.


<opentext> Stop and think about some of the main verses of our Christian walk.....and what is says about Christ....therefore, if any man be in **Christ** he is a new creation.

<stowe^> Because you are depending on your own righteousness to save you instead of Christ's.

<opentext> I can do all things through **Christ** who strengthens you. Good answers. We are looking to works to save us, instead of acknowledging and accepting Father's terms for salvation.

<opentext> Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.   (KJV)

<opentext> We are saved by **grace** through faith...and if one has fallen from grace....then where are you at?

<nfi> You have denied Christ in you and being saved by grace and if you deny Him, He will deny you before Father.

<helpmate> Not a very good place to be.

<at-peace> You are under the law, again.

<stowe^> Under the law, and dependent on yourself for salvation.

<nfi> Back in bondage and a child of disobedience.

<at-peace>  You are unsaved.

<opentext> Exactly. Not a good place to be at.

<opentext> Rom 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:


<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  (KJV)

<opentext> Not of works...lest any man should boast. It is **the gift** of God.....it is freely given to any and all that  will accept it.

<opentext> Eph 4:7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the  measure of the gift of Christ.


 (KJV)

<opentext> If Christ if **the gift**, what does it take to have this gift?

<stowe^> Yo accept and receive it.

<helpmate> Acceptance.

<nfi> Believe, hear and receive.

<at-peace> To believe and accept the gift.

<opentext> To accept it...what an easy answer and solution. Why do we try to  complicate it so much?

<at-peace> And then open it up to see what you have been given.

<nfi> Because we tend to still try to lean on our own understanding.

<helpmate> Something that wonderful, surly can't be that simple.

<at-peace> Because we have been taught for so long that the answer is  never simple...there has to be an explanation.

<stowe^> We have been taught that nothing is "free" and everything has a "price" so we figure we have to "work" for it.

<opentext> There is....for God so loved **you**, that He gave. It is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.

<opentext> Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.   (KJV)

<opentext> How do we rate success in this world?

<stowe^> By money and power.

<nfi> We work for our education, for degrees, for our careers, for our benefits and salary, for our worldly relationships......this is the only thing that we cannot earn on our own through our own power.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Rom 11:5-6  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant

 according to the election of grace.  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace:

 otherwise work is no more work.   (KJV)

<at-peace> And by how much we have accumulated.

<opentext> I find it interesting, that in writing to the Romans, some 25 or so years after entering the ministry, that Paul says that there is a remnant, that is still in grace, and yet, most of the world would tell you that there was this large contingency of Christians living then, and yet Paul says that there is but a remnant.  Don't most today, base there Christianity on how many are gathered at a building?

<nfi> Absolutely.

<at-peace> Yes, and if there are few they seem to think that something is not right.

<stowe^> Yes, cause we like to be part of a "group"

<nfi> Or even if that few do not gather at a building.

<helpmate> You are not successful if you do not have large numbers following. To the world's standards, that is.

<opentext> If there was only a remnant left at the writing of Romans....what do you think  has happened since that time?

<nfi> Nothing new.

<at-peace> The remnant may have become much smaller.

<opentext> Rom 12:3
For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.   (KJV)

<at-peace> For the last days will be as the days of Noah.

<opentext> By grace...God has dealt to every man...**the measure of faith***, so what are you lacking from what Paul or Jesus of Nazareth  had?

<stowe^> Nothing.

<at-peace> Nothing, Father does not hold any good thing from us.

<nfi> Not a thing.

<opentext> Then why....do we look at certain people, and say that Father has blessed them more then us?

<nfi> We are only limited by our unacceptance., because we find it easier to believe the lie if we have not stayed renewed through the truth?

<stowe^> Because we haven't studied, and are lazy, so we want to find an excuse for our own ineffectiveness.

<opentext> Yes...we have a tendency to be lazy...to want someone else to study for us.

<at-peace> If we are doing that then we have become a respecter of persons.... Father is not a respecter of persons.

<blessed> Yes.

<opentext> Our hearing would rather hear things that would be pleasing to the flesh.

<at-peace> We are despising our own youth.

<opentext> Col 1:6  Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:  (KJV)

<opentext> We have to know and realize the grace of God in truth...His Word is truth.

If we do not take the time to get to know His Word, how can we ever be aware of all that we have received by grace through faith?

<nfi> We cannot.

<stowe^> We can't, no man can teach it to us, we need to hear and receive it for ourselves.

<at-peace> We can't, and we are only robbing ourselves if we do not take the time.

<helpmate> You don't....a will has to be read.

<opentext> Very good answers.  So then, when we put people on pedestals, and we **think** that they have all of the answers, and depend upon what they say they the Word of God says, this is then when we become in danger of falling from grace?

<nfi> Yes.

<at-peace> Yes, because our focus is on a man, and not on Father.

<stowe^> Yes, if we haven't studied the Word for ourselves, to know what the Word says, like the Bereans .. we need to check it out for ourselves.

<Dale> Romans 10:17.

<opentext> Study, to show ***thyself** approved unto God.

<nfi> We are responsible for our own salvation and no excuse will fly before Father if we have depended upon anyone else to guide and teach us.

<nfi> Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of

 God.  (KJV)

<opentext> We, ** you and I** have to take the time to hear Father's Word...to allow it to come into us, to become a part of our very being.

<opentext> 2 Tim 1:9-10  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not

 according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  (KJV)

<opentext> I find it interesting, that Father set this plan for a relationship with Him into being before the world began. This grace, according to His purpose, has been available

 since day one.......and yet, most would rather live under the law, than  under God's endless grace and mercy.

<opentext> Gal 5:4-5
Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you

 are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> It is through the Spirit....that we should be waiting expectantly for the manifestation of our departure from this world. It is the Spirit that will lead us and guide us into all the  truth....but to be guided, one has to be a willing participant. If we are looking to man to guide us, then we are no longer looking to the Spirit to be our teacher and our guide....since we have now decided to lean to our own understanding.

<opentext> I Jn 2:27
But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.


 (KJV)

<opentext> My job...is to point any that will listen, to Father through Jesus Christ. I can point people to the living waters, but i can not force anyone to drink or partake. We have the choice to follow the law, to follow grace, but again it is the individuals choice.  It cannot be forced upon anyone. The biggest hang-up with the church world today...is the

 tendency to want to follow the law rather than grace. Paul was quite clear when he said...be followers of me, as I am of Christ. Be led by the Spirit of truth...do not be a follower of anyone in the flesh.  

<opentext> Heb 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;  (KJV)

<opentext>  It is a straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house, but few choose to walk that way...why is that?

<stowe^> Because it is an individual walk ... you can't take anyone along with you unless they want to go.

<mizpah> Many people don't search for the path.  They think they already have all the answers.

<helpmate> They still have to do it for themselves thou.

<at-peace> It can at times be a lonely walk serving Father and they would rather have the company of this world.

<opentext> Good answers. Many choose to follow the crowd...they want to be able to

 blame someone else if things go awry.  

<mizpah> If it goes awry, it is nobody's fault, but our own.

<opentext> God has made His gift available by grace to any and all that will hear and believe His plan to restore fellowship with Him. It is freely given, and it has to be freely received. Each and every person will be held accountable for what they have done with this gift that God has made available to each and  every person. If we choose to live under the law, we have rejected this gift.  We have told God that we have a better way then His, and we have then fallen from grace, and are now subject to all the penalties that are applicable, and we know that disobedience is sin, and the wages of sin are the second death. So we have to choose each day, now faith, whether we are going to walk under grace or the law....which path will you choose this day???  As for me and my house...we will walk the path of Father's abundant grace! We will close here for today...and start at verse 5 tomorrow. Any questions from today...or things to share?

<mizpah> I have a Hisgraine.

<stowe^> Just thinking how when we receive the measure of faith.  We receive all of it .. including the Holy Spirit and we don't' have to wait for  the Holy Spirit or pray through for it .. or receive it by the laying on of hands.

<mizpah> Listening to this study, it makes me realize more and more, how we have to be dependent upon Father as our source, not just to ask things of Him, but share with Him when we need to chat with somebody.

<opentext> It takes the Holy Spirit for us to receive the measure of faith......so, in order to be born again....it takes the Holy Spirit...if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.   We either get all of the gift...or none of the gift......it does not come in stages as many people think. miz...yes...Father seeks such to worship Him.....in Spirit and in truth.

And as we grow in Him, then we realize that He is our source for everything.

<mizpah> I guess as i listened to the study, and i listened, mostly, not a lot of participation, I realized that sometimes, we want Father to answer us, and go to man to seek those answers, hoping that Father is speaking through them.

<opentext> miz...yes, and if we hear Father through them once...or even think we do, we then want to become dependent upon them rather then God.

<mizpah> Right, but then that is where our relationship with Him becomes dependent on what man answers to us.

<opentext> Correct, and then they are immediately put into bondage.

<mizpah> So, then you can be in bondage, although you are seeking a close relationship and other things in your life are in order?

<opentext> We can still be in bondage, if we are seeking answers from man, instead of God, because it will not be long, till we look to that person for all of our answers, rather than establishing that relationship with Father.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> Father seeks ...such to worship Him...to fellowship with Him...to seek Him as their source just as Jesus Christ of Nazareth did.  

<opentext> John 11:42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. (KJV)

<mizpah> And He never went to others for answers or consultation.  We have the same Spirit in us that He did.

<opentext> Correct.  The measure of the gift…Christ.

<mizpah> Sometimes, that may be all we have.  There may not be anybody else around to talk to, so we shouldn't get dependent on talking to others.

<opentext> We are not to forsake the assembling together of the saints, as we are able to lift one another  up.  However, we have to remember that Father is our source, and that He is able to minister to us through the brethren, so we do not ever want to rob ourselves of a blessing,

<mizpah> Communion.

<opentext> Exactly. Yes...we need to be dependent on Father as our total source, whether or not we have anyone else to fellowship with or  not, but we can also add to the brethren, as we share what father has been doing in our life, and it may be just what someone else is going  through, and what Father has us speak may be just the thing they need to hear.

Being instant in season and out of season.  Being ready to always have an answer for any man that asks of the hope that is in us.

