Oct. 21

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to hear your Word, and the guidance and counsel that we have need of for this day, with open hearts and ears we come before you this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior.

We are thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us....let us be that ambassador that you want us to be this day....through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
<opentext> 23
Meekness, temperance: against such there

 is no law. (KJV)

<opentext> Over the last few weeks, we have been looking at the fruit of the Spirit....and how this tree of life develops within us as we seek first the kingdom of God and His

 righteousness. When it is the fruit of the Spirit that is apparent in our life, we are then under grace, and not under the law.

<opentext> Gal 5:24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. (KJV)

<opentext> And they​ that are​ Christ's.

<opentext> John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<at-peace> Those abiding in Christ.

<opentext> It is as we continue in the Word...that we are Christ's disciples....that we are called Christians...i.e...followers of Christ's. Yes charlene. Abiding in the vine....tapped into Father's source.  If we are continuing in the Word, then we will walk in the Spirit..(not run) for we will not be seeking to satisfy the flesh. It takes a commitment to Father through Jesus Christ to walk in the Spirit. It is as we seek to do Father's will...that we will not seek the desires and wants of the flesh.

<renewed> Walking in the Spirit is not a "fast food" item.

<opentext> cheryl...no it is not...it takes patience and diligence to stand fast in the Lord....holding His Word to be true against all the things of this world that try to rise up

 against it.

<opentext> Eph 2:2-3  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
 (KJV)

<opentext> ​In time past ye walked​ according to the course of this world, we need to leave the past dead and buried.   

<renewed> No digging in the boneyard.

<opentext> We need to have a firm mind set for the desires of the things of God, rather then those of this world.

<at-peace> Forgetting those things that are behind.  Setting our affection on things above.

<opentext> Closing the door on the past...locking the door, and throwing away the key for it.

<shama> That's a great thought.

<lil`lamb> yeah

<helpmate> When we seek the will of Father through His Son, Father will give us the desires of our heart which is a closer relationship with Him and everlasting life. Nothing in the physical whatsoever.....for God  is a Spirit.

<opentext> Make sure the direction that you throw it is behind you...not ahead.  Good point helen...seeking those things that are pleasing to Father...not to self.  And they​ that are​ Christ's 


<opentext> John 8:14-15 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.
Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. (KJV)

<opentext> If we judge things after the flesh...we are relying on our own testimony, rather then that of Jesus Christ's.

<renewed> o/

<opentext> Yes cheryl. 

<renewed> Oh, okay ... I was wondering if it meant because we judge ourselves by our words ... "by your words you are justified and by your words you are condemned".

are justified and by your words you are condemned"

<opentext> Yes...and our words will either put us for or against God.

<renewed> Ok, right.

<opentext> If we are Christ's, then we will be speaking always in line with the truth...for His Word is truth.

<helpmate> John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.  (KJV)

<at-peace> Only speaking those things that we have heard Father speak.

<lil`lamb> He doesn't just them, but Father does right?

<opentext> And always taking the time to be sure that it is Father that we hear.

 <at-peace> yes

<lil`lamb> Judge, I mean.

<opentext> God always works as a team...they are always in full and total agreement,

and we know that we will stand before the judgement seat of Christ....i will try to look into that a bit more today.

<opentext> Rom 7:5-6 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in

 newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:12-14 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,

 they are the sons of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. (KJV)

<shama> The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

<opentext> definition for crucified....

4717  stauroo (stow-ro'-o);

from 4716; to impale on the cross; figuratively, to extinguish (subdue) passion or selfishness,  KJV-- crucify.

<renewed> Subdue .. like that because I always figured if we have crucified the flesh, how come it rises up again in us?

<opentext> Usually, we did not make a sincere effort to stake it down.

<renewed> okay, that makes sense.

<opentext> definition for affections...

3804  pathema (path'-ay-mah); from a presumed derivative of 3806; something

 undergone, i.e. hardship or pain; subjectively, an emotion or influence:

KJV-- affection, affliction, motion, suffering.

<at-peace> Keeping our flesh in subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> definition for lusts...

1939  epithumia (ep-ee-thoo-mee'-ah);  from 1937; a longing (especially for what is

 forbidden):KJV-- concupiscence, desire, lust (after).

<opentext> Getting rid (subduing) of the emotions and its influences...and the desires of what Father has asked us not to do. Making the choice between the tree of life, and the tree of good and evil.

<helpmate> Wow....to extinguish or subdue the emotions and the desires of the flesh.

<disciple> I guess that means we would never shed another tear, then.

<renewed> Only the Spirit can subdue the emotions, so it is only as we are in the Word, that we can allow the Spirit to be stronger than the flesh.

<opentext> The shield of faith (the Word) is able to extinguish all of the fiery darts of the wicked. Tears are a outlet for the body....and like a pressure relief valve.

<disciple> But they stem from emotions.

<opentext> Yes they do...and not all emotions are bad....again it is rightly dividing the Word of truth...with no reason to be ashamed.

<opentext> Rom 13:14  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. (KJV)

<renewed> Even Jesus wept.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.


<opentext> 17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  (KJV)

<disciple> I guess it takes time and growth to understand what emotions are ok, and which aren't.

<opentext> Yes...it takes time and development in the Word to know what is of Father.

<big_L> What do u do then what the emotions that are not ok; the ones that are a product of hurt?

<opentext> It is then that we have to look to the truth, for it is the truth that sets us free.

It is always a matter of us learning more and more of who we are in Christ.

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.


 (KJV)

<big_L> So if and when you know who u really are in Christ  it is harder for you to be beaten down?  is that what you are saying?

<opentext> Correct.  Even though we may be attacked or such...we are able to endure because we know who we are in Christ...and that we are of His kingdom...and not of this

 world.  We are pilgrims on our way home...just passing through.

<disciple> So, if we are emotional about something that doesn't directly relate to the Word, that shows others we aren't strong in the Spirit?

<helpmate> They persecuted Jesus.....they will persecute us also.

<opentext> If we are emotional about something not relating to the Word...then we are allowing the flesh to have the upper hand...rather then relying in and on the Word to set us free.

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:2-4  But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh.  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) (KJV)

<opentext> It is the Word of God that pulls down those strongholds....not anything that we can do in and of ourselves.

<big_L> So we should be able to in all situations stay in the spirit.

<opentext> kathy....we need to be patient with ourselves....we did not get ourselves in the mess we are in over night...but we worked long and hard at it...now we have to get out one step at a time...seeking Father's guidance for each and every step.

<big_L> ok

<renewed> Now faith ... doing only that which Father asks of us today.

<opentext> Prov 4:20-23 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.


Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.
For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.
Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
 (KJV)

<shama> Hearing the Word and allowing it to direct our every step...so not just hearing...but doing also?

<helpmate> Don't take, or think, about taking the second step until you have taken the first one....no faith...one step at a time.

<opentext> def for attend...

7181  qashab (kaw-shab');

 primitive root; to prick up the ears, i.e. hearken:

KJV-- attend, (cause to) hear (-ken), give heed,

 incline, mark (well), regard.

<opentext> steph...being doers of the Word and not hearers only.

<opentext> As helen said...taking one step at a time....letting Father's Word clearly illuminate the next step. Walk in the Spirit...don't run. Each and every step firmly planted in and on the Word of truth.

<shama> And if the Spirit is directing our step then there will be no room for the flesh?

<opentext> Exactly steph. We will be right where Father wants us.....and

 that is a very good place to be.

<helpmate> Yes it is!!!

renewed> 1Jo:1:7: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin; KJV.

<opentext> We will finish up verse 24 tomorrow...any other questions from today?

<big_L> I have one.

<opentext> ok

<big_L> If we don't see the next step, we just stand? No matter how long it seems like we have been at that same place? 

<opentext> If the next step i could not see clearly...then yes...i would stand until i did.

What is time to Father?

<big_L> So its ok if i feel confused still on some things, as long as i am asking Father to show me the answers?

<opentext> Confusion is not of Father....so ask Him for the direction...and then wait for Him to show you clearly.

<shama> Every step firmly planted in the Word....so like having firm foundations in Christ Jesus, so our every step will be led by His Spirit?

<opentext> Exactly steph.

<shama> ok

<renewed> it's amazing when you look how many

 scriptures there are about walking ... like Colossians 1:10

<renewed> Col:1:10: That ye might walk worthy of the

 Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,

 and increasing in the knowledge of God;

<renewed> as we walk we *increase* in the knowledge of

 God

<opentext> yes...there are a lot about it...and even having

 our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of

 peace....we have to have taken the time to be

 prepared...and not get out there without that which will

 enable us to stand

<opentext> many want to run out there without

 preparation...and thus get themselves in trouble

<at-peace> So even in walking, we need to take the time to be prepared, so that we don't stub our big toe on a stumbling stone.

<opentext> Exactly.

<renewed> And keeping our eyes forward, not looking back, or we will stumble across something that will trip us up.  I have done that in the physical.  And the spiritual.

<at-peace> yup.. me too.

<helpmate> I think we all have, but we ask for forgiveness and continue....go forward....not retreat.

<opentext> Staying focused...not trying to sneak glances off to the side.

<at-peace> If you are walking on a side walk and are sightseeing at the same time instead of being focused on what is in front of you, even a small lip on the sidewalk can trip us.

<opentext> lol...so can on small lip on our face.

<renewed> lol

<shama> lol

<at-peace> lol... yup

<helpmate> Sometimes we need to put blinder on, like they do to horses to keep them focused.

<shama> Yes helen, wow so true.

<shama> So that the things of the world don't distract us.

<opentext> Eliminate the distractions.

<at-peace> Exactly.

<renewed> I can remember a time when we were hiking across a glacier, and I looked back to see if someone was coming, and ended tripping and rolling down the glacier ..

 for many feet , sometimes we can do that in the spiritual too, looking to see where others are at. 

<opentext> Work out your own salvation.

<renewed> yup

<disciple> If we only feel things in the spirit, then we will never grieve, and nobody can frighten us with their words, or cause us to cry, right?

<opentext> That is the place we strive to arrive at....and always pressing forward to get there.

<disciple> Then I am going to ask Father not to let me feel anything emotional or mentally, unless it is directly related to Him.

