<opentext> charlene...would you like to open in prayer?

<at-peace> sure

<at-peace> Dear Father, we come before your throne this day today in the name of your Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.. Father we ask that you would prepare our hearts and our ears Father to hear and receive all that you have for us this day... that will cause us to develop further in your love and to be much more capable servants in all that you ask of us where the joy of the Lord is our strength!.  Father we give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, and glory in the name of your Son Jesus Christ...

<opentext> cheryl...would you like to put up that verse you wanted to cover before we get into today's study.

<helpmate> Heb 11:10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God..   (KJV)

<opentext> cheryl....did Abraham operate of faith?

<renewed> yes he did

<opentext> So by faith...he saw the promise of God, the new Jerusalem, and as we see this, we realize that we are but pilgrims here, on our way home.

<helpmate> To that new city.

<opentext> Yes...and we know the cornerstone of that city is Christ Jesus.

<now-faith> No longer looking at Mt. Sinai but instead looking to the New Jerusalem.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Does that help cheryl?

<renewed> Guess I was thinking about how we have to know what we are building our foundation on..  And when we come to Christ,  all other foundations have to be done away with.

<renewed> Yes it does help, thanks.

<opentext> Yes...and by building on Christ...the cornerstone...we will be a part of that city of God.

<renewed> Okay, thanks.

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

 (KJV)

<opentext> 4240  prautes (prah-oo'-tace);**meekness**from    4239; mildness, i.e. (by implication) humility: mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, meekness.  4239  praus-mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, meekness;  Meekness toward God is that disposition of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore

without disputing or resisting.  In the Old Testament, the meek are those wholly relying on God rather than their own strength to defend them against injustice. Thus, meekness toward evil people means knowing God is permitting and that He will deliver His elect in His time. (Isa. 41:17, Lk. 18:1-8)    Gentleness or meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest. It stems from trust in God's goodness and control over the situation. The gentle person is not occupied with self at all. This is a work of the Holy Spirit, not of the human will (Gal. 5:23).

<opentext> ​Gentleness or meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest.. ​  In all we do...we do for the glory of God...that one more may be added to the body of Christ.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:20-21, For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness? (KJV)

<opentext> Paul did not want to appear to be the bad gut per say....but was going to do whatever necessary to get one more home.  We do not always like to be chastened by

 Father...but at times He has to do that when we are not hearing what He is saying to us.

Usually afterwards...don't we think to ourselves...if i had only listened.

<renewed> sure know I do

<shama> oh yeah!

<at-peace> yes, we do

<helpmate> yes

<lil``lamb> ya

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:1, Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: (KJV)

<opentext> If we are operating in meekness...we will never have self in the way as we are doing what Father asks.

<opentext> Gal 6:1-2, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be

 tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Why is the spirit of meekness of important in this verse?

<renewed>  Is it because the other person's spirit is already aggravated and but will always react to love?

<opentext> Good answer.  Anything else?

<shama> So that pride doesn't get in the way?

<opentext> Yes. And if we have looked in our spiritual mirror first, then our motives will always be for the furtherance of the body...and not self gain.

<helpmate> Matt 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> None of us like to be corrected by Father ...do we?

<helpmate> Always putting someone else first...ever being the servant.

<opentext> exactly

<helpmate> no

<shama> Not at the time.

<renewed> no

<at-peace> Nope, but would rather be corrected than to continue going the wrong way.

<opentext> And then likewise...we never like to have to be the one that Father uses to bring correction...and we can only do that if we are humble and meek.

<helpmate> We don't always see it at the time...but later we can see the good in it.

<opentext> Yes...and it is very hard when we have to admit that we got out of line, and deserved the correction.

<opentext> Eph 4:1-3, I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness,

 with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV)

<opentext> Our whole walk with God...is that we keep the unity of the body of Christ....with all being equal...striving for the same goal...that we get home with the Lord.

<opentext> Col 3:12-14, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. (KJV)

Col 3:12-14, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice...that as we abide in Christ, these are characteristics and traits that become a part of us.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:24-26, And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. (KJV)

helpmate> Each one of those traits is adding one more stone to the foundation.

<opentext> Yes...as we develop in the Lord, these traits become more obvious in our lives.  In our walk with the Lord...it is never that we be lifted up or the center of attention, but rather that we lift up our Lord, and that He is our focus.

<shama> That we may decrease so that He may increase.

<opentext> very good steph

<opentext> Exactly...that we always point to Father through Jesus Christ.

<helpmate> If we stay on the strait and narrow....He will always be our main focus.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Always pressing toward the mark of the high calling.

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> In 2 Timothy there where it says apt to teach, that also refers to the root meaning teachable....so would.

 that mean able to teach and also have a teachable spirit?

<opentext> Yes...if we can not be taught by Father...how will we ever be able to have the answer of the hope that is in us...when asked.

<now-faith> ok true and the teacher is always learning even when teaching.

<opentext> We have to be able to be taught, before we are able to share with anyone else.

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> If we ever stop learning, then pride has jumped in the middle of our path.

<opentext> James 1:20-22, For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with

 meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. (KJV)

<opentext> Note how the Word is engrafted...just as we are into the vine.

<helpmate> It has to become a part of you...your very being.

<opentext> We become a part of the Word of God....but as we all know...a graft can be rejected by the receiving host.

<opentext> Exactly helen...a way of life...not just something that we talk about, but that which we actually live.

<helpmate> It has to take root in the stock in which it is grafted to.

<opentext> The vine has to remain our total source.

<opentext> James 3:13-18, Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if

 ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be

 intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV)

<opentext> Hard to add anything to some of these verse for they say it so well.

<helpmate> Yes and they say it all.

<shama> Yes...they say it as it is!

<renewed> Never thought of righteousness being a fruit before.

<opentext> Since we are a product of the vine...and He is God's righteousness...then as we blossom...shouldn't.

 righteousness be a fruit?

<helpmate> Yes....just never thought of it that way before.

<renewed> Yes, I see.

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:15, But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)

<opentext> We all know this verse...but look at how it ends. With meekness and reverence for the Word of God that you are delivering.

<opentext> If we always will remember, that we are a messenger for Father...we will always be meek in knowing who it is that we are representing, and reverence each and

 every Word He has us carry in His behalf.

<at-peace> Answering with Father's acceptable words, that would cause them to desire a relationship with Him.

<opentext> Exactly...and if they accept Father's words, then they will accept the messenger who delivers them.

<at-peace> It will not be boastful, but in love.

<opentext> If they reject Father's words, then they will surely also reject the messenger.

<opentext> Yes charlene.  The same love that Father has had for man from the beginning.

Any questions from today?  I know we covered a lot today...but that will give you some things to ponder over the week end.

<at-peace> :-) yes it will

<at-peace> thank you

<opentext> :-)

<shama> But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,......and if we are not at peace then it must not be wisdom from Father?

<opentext> most of the times yes steph...however

 sometimes it won't be peaceable because it has some

 work to do in us first

<helpmate> after it has taken root, it will bear the peaceable

 fruit

<opentext> if we always go back to Father's Word and

 check it out...then we will see if it is pure...and then we can

 see if we need to do some garden cleaning with ourselves

 first

<shama> ahh ok so if it is form Father it will bring us peace

 once we accept it in our lives?

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> ok thanks

<opentext> many times before Father has us do

  something...we are first exercised by it ourselves

in ourselves...

<opentext> it sure has been a joy doing the studies from

 Finland the last 2 weeks

<at-peace> so thankful and joyful that you did :-)

