<opentext> michie...would you open in prayer this morning?

<now-faith> ok.   Heavenly Father we come before you this day through your precious Son Jesus Christ to seek all that you have for us this day.  Father we pray that our ears and hearts would be open to receive your manna and that we would turn to you Father as our source for ALL that we have need of.  Father thank you for the wonderful ongoing work you have done and are doing in Finland and we continue to pray that those there would continue in the Word rooted and grounded in the faith.  We are quick to give you all the praise honor and glory through your Son Jesus Christ


<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)


<opentext> 5544  chrestotes (khray-stot'-ace); **gentleness**; from 5543; usefulness, i.e. moral excellence (in character or demeanor): 1) moral goodness, integrity.  2) benignity, kindness. KJV-- gentleness, good (-ness), kindness.


<opentext> Today we are going over gentleness.  Moral excellence. What a trait to have in serving God. It is not something that happens by itself, but has to be worked at, and can only be developed by the Word of God.


<opentext> [chreestoteeta  (grk 5544)]. Only in Paul's writings. The radical idea of the word is "profitableness." Compare "have become unprofitable." Hence, it passes readily into the meaning of "wholesomeness." See the note at <Matt. 11:30>. It is opposed by Paul to [apotomia]  (grk 663) "abruptness, severity" <Rom. 11:22>. 

It is rendered kindness in <Eph. 2:7; Col. 3:12; Gal. 5:22>. Paul, and he only, also uses [agathoosunee]  (grk 19) for "goodness." The distinction as drawn out by Jerome is that represents a sterner virtue, showing itself in a zeal for truth which rebukes, corrects, and chastises, as Christ when He purged the temple. (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)


<opentext> In the world...we would always put ourselves first...as Christians, we are to always put the body of Christ first.  Not always an easy place to arrive at.

<now-faith> A lot of years of selfishness to weed out at times.

<opentext> All too often, we carry many of our old traits with us, without even realizing it.

<helpmate> We did them for so long, they have become a part of us.

<renewed> Yup a very part of our *old nature*

<opentext> Exactly...and it is only through the Word, that these things can be removed.

<patience> a part that can be corrected by the Word of truth

<now-faith> as the Word sheds the light on these "habits" that we otherwise do without realizing it?

<opentext> Exactly...it is only as we turn ot the truth of God's Word...that we can be made aware of these faults, and only have them uprooted as we strive to please Father.  michie...as we grow...Father points out areas that He wants us to work on.  

And in our hearts, we have to decide to do it to please Him...not any person, otherwise our motives are wrong.

<renewed> Yes, and it won't last because as that person disappoints us we will revert back.

<now-faith> That is the only way we will be able to successfully do it, otherwise we have left the power and strength of Christ out and are relying on our own, right?

<helpmate> Everything we do has to be for Father's approval only....no man's.

<opentext> Correct.


<opentext> Rom 2:3-6, And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according to his deeds: (KJV)


<opentext> It is as we see and observe the moral excellance of God, that we try to imitate our heavenly Father.


<opentext> But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according to his deeds: (KJV)


<opentext> Rom 3:10-18, As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth **good**, no, not one.   Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. (KJV)


<opentext> As long as we try to do it on our own....we will fall short...we have to always remember where our strength is from.

<patience> The joy of the Lord is our strength...if we rely on our own strength, we will fail.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> It is as we work together, as a team...as a body that we have strength.


<opentext> Rom 11:22-23, Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. (KJV)


<opentext> When we are doing things to please Father...we see His goodness...if we get outside His hedge...we are able to see His severity.  How often do we think of goodness...or being good as moral excellence?

<renewed> I really haven't thought of it that way before.

<shama> me neither

<at-peace> me neither

<opentext> In the world...we are taught to act good.....God asks us to be good.

<renewed> Guess I always related it to a child, when someone says *be good*, what they are saying is *behave*

<opentext> He asks us to be an ambassador of His kingdom...and to do that...we have to be shining forth his traits/

<at-peace> Allowing His ways to become our ways... His thoughts to become our thoughts.

<opentext> Exactly charlene.

<now-faith> Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life....but we have to stay on the straight and narrow.

<shama> So that we are setting the correct example for others to follow.

<opentext> Very good points.


<opentext> 2 Cor 6:3-10, Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by **kindness**, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (KJV)


<opentext> As serving God....we do not always think of the things happening that Paul describes here.  The world has taught us that if we are serving God...it should be a nice, easy path.

<helpmate> It wasn't easy for Pau'....why should we be any different.

<opentext> exactly.


<opentext> Eph 2:7-9, That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his **kindness** toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)


<opentext> Kindness there...is the same word as goodness.


<opentext> Col 3:12-16, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.   And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (KJV)


<opentext> Put on......all the characteristics of Christ.  Allow it to be come a part of your very nature.

<now-faith> That is the only way one can be unmoved by external circumstances.

<opentext> Correct.  Just as Jesus Christ did that what Father asked of Him...not what the world wanted of Him.

<shama> Being obedient to Father.

<opentext> Yes.  Our lives being a written epistle...known and read by all that come in contact with us.  We do not have to impress people...merely do that which Father a asks of us.

<patience> If we are seeking to please Father, it doesn't matter if others are impressed with us.

<opentext> correct


<opentext> Titus 3:3-7, For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness (goodness) and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (KJV)

<renewed> But for those who have eyes they should be able to see the hope that is within us?

<opentext> cheryl....for those that are searching for the truth, it is those that will see the hope that is within us.

<renewed> ok

<now-faith> If we are seeking to please Father, others will be left with an impression of our lives......what that impression is, is not our concern, unless they then ask the reason of the hope.

<opentext> This is what we have to remember, is that our moral excellence is judged by Father...not the world,  All of these traits...or fruit of the Spirit...grow and develop in us as we grow in the Word...they become a very part of our being.  Any questions from today?

<renewed> o/


<opentext> yes cheryl


<renewed> Just wanted to know if you would comment on Mathew Henry's commentary I think it was where he said goodness represents a *sterner value* and then used the example of Christ in the temple .. and said it rebukes, corrects, chastises.

<opentext> cheryl...was it His goodness that caused that...or because He was mean?

<now-faith> The goodness of God leads us to repentance.

<renewed> ah, no it wasn't because he was mean ... Christ can't be mean.

<at-peace> As we grow in these traits, we will be able not only by our example, but by Fathers words, be able to describe the joy and hope that is within us, that will also cause them to desire a relationship of their own with our Father.

<opentext> So then we can see it was the stern goodness within Him..

<opentext> yes charlene

<helpmate> It was suppose to be the temple of God....Christ was pulling a few weeds.

<opentext> lol...yes, helen.

<at-peace> Not wavering goodness... consistent and true (stern)... as someone who loves their child would be... as Father loves us,

<renewed> Okay .. I see ... so again it's not what it looks like on the outside ... it is the intent of heart ...  sometimes things can look mean in the world's eyes but they are really and act of goodness.

 <opentext> Exactly cheryl.  

<opentext> Well all...am being called for dinner...have a great day in Christ all.

<shama> Can i ask a question?

<renewed> sure steph

<shama> If we are *walking in the Spirit*, will the fruit of the Spirit automatically be produced in our lives?

<renewed> As we spend time in the Word it will be, but it doesn't come by osmosis.

<shama> ok

<renewed> It's as we spend time in the Word and hear what Father is showing us that those areas of our life that need weeded out are.

<at-peace> It will develop more in our heart and life as we continue to seek all that Father has for us in His Word.

<shama> thanks....ok

