October 8, 1998

<opentext> Cheryl...would you like to open in prayer today?

<renewed> sure

<renewed> Father we come before you this day, with joy in our heart with what you are doing in each of our lives, through Christ Jesus and we would ask Father that you would give us spiritual eyes and ears to see and hear all that you would have for us this day as we study together we ask all of this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ ...

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, **peace**, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)

<opentext> Now we have to remember that it is the fruit of the 

   Spirit. It is all tied together. So then as are love for God 

   grows, we learn to love all of His creations, which includes 

   ourselves. As we are then able to see the wondrous work that 

   He has indeed began in us, we then are able to have a calm 

   delight about that which He has begun in us, knowing that as 

   long as we continue to serve Him, this work will continue to 

   be performed. When I come to this place in my walk with 

   Him, then His peace begins to become very apparent in my 

   life.

<opentext> 1515  eirene (i-ray'-nay); probably from a primary 

   verb eiro (to join); peace (literally or figuratively); by 

   implication, prosperity: 1) a state of national tranquillity, 

   exemption from the rage and havoc of war  2) peace between 

   individuals, that is, harmony, concord  

   3) security, safety, prosperity, felicity, (because 

   peace and harmony make and keep things safe and 

   prosperous)  4) used of the Messiah's peace, the way that 

   leads to peace (salvation)  5) used of Christianity, the 

   tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through 

   Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content with its 

   earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is  6) the blessed state of 

   devout and upright men after death. KJV-- one, peace, quiet

<opentext> Note items 3,4,5 and 6. This is the state that we 

   should be in knowing who it is that we serve. Knowing who it 

   is that is indeed our strength. Confidence knowing whose 

   realm we are in, regardless of what the physical may try to 

   tell us.

<SID> may I?....

<opentext> yes

<SID> For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 

   eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

<SID> Sorry about the typos...

<opentext> yes, and we have to recognize, as well as 

   understand all that that **gift** has made available to us

<SID> Yes.

<opentext> peace is not something that just happens...it is 

   something that grows, as our measure of faith develops

<now-faith> nor is it something we can muster up ourselves

<SID> For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God...

<renewed> as we become aware of all that we have in Jesus 

   Christ

<opentext> many pretend they have peace....but ones eyes will 

   betray that person. Their words will expose their lack of trust in God

<opentext> John 14:27, Peace I leave with you, my peace I 

   give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 

   not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

<opentext> John 16:33, These things I have spoken unto you, 

   that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

   tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

   (KJV)

<opentext> He has spoken...but have we heard, have we 

   received that which He has spoken?

<SID> I have...

<opentext> He has overcome the world...only by abiding in 

   Him, can we also overcome

<SID> Yes.

<helpmate> I have heard Him, but I am sure that I have not 

   heard everything He has to say....that will come with time in 

   the Word

<opentext> Rom 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we 

   have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> it is only as we continue..press forward in His 

   Word, that that peace will be there

<now-faith> as we apply that victory that we have in Christ 

   Jesus to all of our lives and see it manifest

<opentext> exactly Helen, the more we hear, the more we see 

   and realize all that is ours...and the more hunger that we 

   should have for His bread of life.  

   yes michie...the more of the Word we apply to our 

   life...the more our life is an open book for people to see the 

   power of God that is our total source

<renewed> so many times we try to justify ourselves in other 

   ways, but it is only through faith in Christ we have any 

   justification at all

<SID> Amen.

<opentext> exactly cheryl...when we finally realize that within 

   us lies no good thing..it is only then that we realize we need 

   to draw all of our strength from God through Christ, His Word

<shama> every day I feel my peace grow a bit more...as I see 

  more of who I am in Christ and what I have through Him...and 

  sense such freedom and peace

<SID> Yes, yes, yes...

<SID> :)

<opentext> yes steph...you have began to really realize how 

   much He loves you, which has given you a calm delight in 

   your walk...and now you recognize that daily He is your 

   source of deliverance and rescue from this world

<shama> absolutely :-)

<opentext> Rom 8:6, For to be carnally minded is death; but to 

   be spiritually minded is life and peace. (KJV)

<opentext> that is why the devil tries so hard to get us think 

   and act aside from the Word...for then he has us on his 

   playing field...and we will not win there

<opentext> Rom 14:17, For the kingdom of God is not meat 

   and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 

   Ghost. (KJV)

<SID> The idea is to avoid his field...

<opentext> yes  Sid...to stay in Father's arena

<SID> Yes.

<renewed> wow .. faith or fear, life or death ... never realized 

   how much we need to be aware of what realm our mind is in ....

<SID> Its a daily dilemma...

<helpmate> it is one or the other...there is no in between

<opentext> there are only two choices....most do not believe 

   that...thus the devil has then right where he wants them

<opentext> hot or cold...lukewarm does not make it with Father

<opentext> Rom 15:13, Now the God of hope fill you with all 

   joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 

   through the power of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

<SID> Yup, its all or nothing...

<opentext> note that fill you is an ongoing...a daily thing

<renewed> the joy and peace come in "the believing"!

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> many of us will take the time to be sure the tank on 

   our vehicle is full all of the time...but totally avoid looking at 

   our spiritual gauge

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> I think of us emptying out from us fear, anger, malice, 

   etc. those things of the flesh...casting them out and Father 

   filling us with His joy and peace etc. in it's place

<opentext> yes michie....the more we see of the Word...the more 

   we discard all of our old thoughts and thinking patterns

<shama> like having an oil change!!! :-)

<now-faith> yup!

<SID> And tune-up...

<opentext> yes...the moment we were born-again...we received 

   a blood transfusion each day the Word of God keeps us running smooth

   if we sin...we ask Father for forgiveness, and He 

   gives us new oil...and a fresh starting date again

<opentext> Heb 1:9You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;  therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions."

(NKJ)

<SID> Every day is a fresh starting date...

<opentext> yesterday is gone...tomorrow is not yet here...today 

   is now faith

<opentext> Heb 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 

   iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 

   with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
(KJV)

<opentext> keep forgetting keke has the nkjv as his default 

   Bible source...hehe

<renewed> :-)

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:33, For God is not the author of confusion, 

   but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> the moment one spots confusion....leave....return to 

   Father's peace

<shama> renewing our mind daily in the Word...and keeping 

  our focus on Father

<opentext> exactly steph

<shama> thou will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 

  stayed on thee

<renewed> take out author ... God is not of confusion, but of 

   peace ... gives it a different connotation  ...

<renewed> there is no confusion in God

<opentext> none....He is all faith 100%

<opentext> Eph 2:13-14, But now in Christ Jesus ye who 

   sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

   For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 

   broken down the middle wall of partition between us; (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:3-5, Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 

   Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, 

   even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, 

   one faith, one baptism, (KJV)

<opentext> there is but one way into His kingdom.....

<helpmate> that is through Christ

<opentext> and as we continue our walk there ....there is peace 

   within us...regardless of what  goes on around us

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Eph 6:15, And your feet shod with the preparation 

   of the gospel of peace; (KJV)

<opentext> the  more prepared we are in the Word...the more 

   of that peace that accompamies our every step

   also note...it is your feet...no one else can do it for 

   you

<renewed> knowing who we are in Christ

<opentext> exactly cheryl

<opentext> for He alone is our source of strength

<SID> Yes, he is...

<opentext> Phil 4:7, And the peace of God, which passeth all 

   understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 

   Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> many people try to get it from the head to the 

   heart...but it has to be in the heart in order to bring our 

   thoughts into subjection to the Word

<renewed> yes ... 

<opentext> bringing every thought into captivity of the Word 

   of God...and tossing out anything that is not of faith

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:22, Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 

   righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on 

   the Lord out of a pure heart. (KJV)

<helpmate> heart to the head....the Word will rise above it all

<renewed> faith comes by hearing .... hearing in our hearts 

   what the Word says ...

<opentext> it is only by the spiritual ear, that we can hear the 

   voice of God

   the more we listen, the clearer His voice becomes

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:14-15, Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 

   look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him 

   in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the 

   longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 

   brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him 

   hath written unto you; (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

   longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,23 gentleness, self-   control. Against such there is 

   no law. (NKJ)

<opentext> there is NO law...against being in God's Spirit

<shama> the Truth sets us free, and freedom brings much 

  peace

<opentext> today, this day...let us walk in peace...for our every 

   step is ordered by the Lord...for it is His light that illuminates 

   our every step

<now-faith> how could you put physical restraints on something 

   spiritual?

<opentext> one cannot...nor can the devil

<opentext> exactly steph

<opentext> thank you for your participation today...you made 

   a good study great

<opentext> any questions from today?

<renewed> was thinking about 2Peter 3:14 ... be diligent that 

   ye may be found of him in peace .... that kind of peace only 

   comes as we are secure in who we are in Christ ....

<opentext> that is why Father seeks to fellowship with those 

   that are in the Spirit and truth

<renewed> so many times others may try to come and steal our 

   peace, but they can't unless we give it up ....

<opentext> yes cheryl...they have to get us to surrender it...for 

   no man can take that which Father has given to us

<shama> it is so awesome when we think of ALL that He has 

  given us...like the verse says a peace that passeth all 

  understanding....its mind blowing...yet we can take it all for 

  granted and even deny His ability at times

<opentext> that is why it is compared to the pearl of great 

   price....it has to be worht more to us than anything else

<opentext> yes steph...if we tryt ot understand it with our 

   earthly mind...we will always come up short changed

<shama> yes i am learning that more and more

<renewed> yes am seeing that, and when I become defensive, 

   it's because I am not grounded in what I have in Christ?

<opentext> yes cheryl....we still want to doubt...and the main 

   reason is because there are so few of us...and our mind wants 

   to wonder how so many can be soooo wrong

<shama> and doubts bring fear

<opentext> and then we have entered the devils arena, and we 

   are outside of faith

<shama> yeah...I learnt that :-)

<opentext> and then the trouble starts

<NewSong> thank you Larry...have a good day all....bye

