October 7, 1998

<opentext> Father...we thank you for this day.....where the Son has risen in our hearts and minds...we thank you for this time together to partake of the heavenly manna and living waters that will nourish and sustain us. We thank you for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through your Word. We give you Father, and you alone...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, **joy**, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)

<opentext> Yesterday we talked about love....today...we want to talk about joy. What is joy to you?

<now-faith> Joy is not determined by external circumstances.

<mizpah> It is the confidence in knowing I have served Father well today.

<renewed> Joy to me is an overwhelming peace inside that spills out.

<at-peace> Knowing that Father is with me and the peace and love that He has given unto me.

<opentext> Good answers. 

<at-peace> Knowing that I have a Father that will never turn His back on me and always be there, and will always be there.

<opentext> I often think of when people looks at us...and wonder why we have a smile from ear to ear...and nothing can take it off of our face. It is a reflection of what is going on in our spirit man...and it over powers the flesh.

<opentext> 5479 chara (khar-ah'); **joy** from 5463; cheerfulness, i.e.

calm delight: joy, gladness

a) the joy received from you b) the cause or occasion of

joy; used of persons who are one's joy. KJV-- gladness, X greatly, (X

be exceeding) joy (-ful, -fully, -fulness, -ous).

<opentext> I like the definition of **calm delight**

<now-faith> calm delight, I like that! lol

<renewed> Yes, that is excellent!

<mizpah> Yes....I like that.

<opentext> I see Jesus Christ asleep in the boat in the midst of the hurricane, and the disciples in utter panic.

<now-faith> I think of someone sitting in the middle of a hurricane with winds rushing at 150mph and everything being tossed to and fro...and they are just so calm and smiling as if nothing is wrong.

<opentext> This is the kind of joy we get from our Father. It is an inherited characteristic of ours.

<big_L> So joy and peace are the same?

<opentext> With Father's love, we are exuberant when we realize what we have received, which brings about a peace, where nothing can rattle or worry us. So God's love brings about joy, which results in peace that passes all understanding.

<helpmate> The joy of the Lord is our strength.

<opentext> As we go through this verse over the next few days...we will see how each one leads to the other...or a progressive awareness of the characteristics of God's nature...which becomes a part of ours. The more we learn of God and His Word...the more these will become a part of our very nature. The more the Spirit of God is allowed to be the ruling force in our life...the more people will see Christ within us.

<opentext> John 16:22-24, And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. (KJV)

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> Was going to ask earlier...joy is like required to go to Father to ask of Him, right?

<opentext> It is kind of hard to go to Father grumbling.

<big_L> And if you don’t have joy he wont hear you?

<opentext> Kathy...it is more that if we do not have joy...we will not hear His answer.

<now-faith> I don't understand that question.

<mizpah> But we grumble about our day.

<opentext> And because we are grumbling...we are not able to hear Father's wisdom...for straightening the day out.

<now-faith> oh ok

<at-peace> It is the joy of knowing that Father will hear us... that he will always be there.

<opentext> When we grumble...are we looking for an answer or sympathy??

<renewed> I know what I am looking for, and it's not an answer.

<now-faith> I understand, because if we are operating in Father's love which brings about joy, we will trust Father and we will be willing to hear His answer that will bring about peace and we are ready to thank Him for the outcome.

<big_L> I’m sorry, I don’t think I understand.

<mizpah> We are looking for answers...we grumble about our day, and then tell Him then the good things that happened.

<now-faith> Whereas if we are grumbling, then we have focused on the physical circumstances and have stopped operating in faith, right?

<opentext> Kathy...when a person is complaining...are they looking for an answer...or someone to sympathize with them?

<big_L> Well I believe it could be both.

<opentext> Look at these for an example: God...everything has gone wrong today....why did you not fix it? God...everything seems to have gone wrong today....can you please help me get things straightened out?

<opentext> Which way do you want to go to Father? 

<at-peace> The second way...asking for his help.

<opentext> The first one is grumbling...the second is seeking Father's wisdom. Exactly Charlene.

<big_L> ok

<opentext> Does that help everyone?

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> yeh

<NewSong> yes

<big_L> So unless we go in the right way He will not answer?

<now-faith> yes

<big_L> Or will he answer but we just wont recognize it.

<now-faith> He will answer, will we hear?

<opentext> Notice again...the last part of these verses...ask and it is given...and then your joy is **full**

<opentext> John 16:22-24, And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly michie. When we are grumbling, our spiritual ears are not tuned in to hear. 

<renewed> That's okay, it needed to be emphasized :-)

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> Isa 12:1-4, And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his

name is exalted. (KJV)

<opentext> Anyone ever try to take a drink while you are grumbling and mumbling??

<renewed> Each day as we realize who we are in Christ, (our salvation) we can draw joy from that.

<mizpah> You can't take a drink if you are talking at all.

<opentext> Exactly...faith comes by hearing. It is only as we are hearing that we can partake of the living waters, or eat the heavenly manna. Does God need your counsel...or is it that you need His??

<at-peace> We need His.

<renewed> I need His.

<shama> I need His.

<mizpah> We definitely need His.

<NewSong> I need His.

<opentext> And if we are grumbling...are we able to hear His counsel??

<helpmate> no

<renewed> no

<shama> oh no!!

<at-peace> no

<NewSong> no

<opentext> Neh 8:10, Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. (KJV)

<opentext> When we are joyful....it also affects those around us....you might say it is contagious. What better thing could we infect someone with...then the joy of the Lord?

<renewed> nothing :-)

<shama> nothing

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> Anyone ever wonder why the biggest part of the time, I look like I am the cat that just ate the canary??

<renewed> lol

<shama> lol

<at-peace> lol

<now-faith> lol

<opentext> It is when the joy of the Lord is shining through us...that then people will ask of that hope that is within us.

<renewed> It has something to do with the way you furrow your brows and tweak your eyes :-)

<opentext> lol

<NewSong> Is everyone that is saved supposed to have this joy?

<opentext> It comes Leslie...as we learn more and more of who we are in Christ...and what we have inherited as His child.

<opentext> Ps 30:5-6, For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. (KJV)

<opentext> When I hear these verse in Psalms here...I think of awaking to righteousness...to awake to remembering who I am in Christ.

<shama> I am complete in Him.

<renewed> Prosperity ... overwhelming riches in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Sometimes we slumber and fall asleep...just as at a car wheel...and we awake when things get a bit bumpy.

<mizpah> Having that confidence, that He is always our strength.

<opentext> Yes Cheryl...in Him agree all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Exactly miz.

<helpmate> Of Christ is in me, I have everything that I need.

<opentext> steph...yes...you are lacking nothing...when you lean to His understanding. Exactly Helen...no good thing will He withhold from you.

<opentext> John 15:11-13, These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. (KJV)

<now-faith> When I don't sense that joy, I take a look in the spiritual mirror and see what my focus is on...Father through Jesus Christ, or my physical circumstances and trying to do things in my own will and strength.

<opentext> These things has He spoken...and if we hear...His joy remains in us....nothing can put out our light. Exactly michie. The problem is never on Father's end.

<shama> Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy.

<opentext> Very good steph...for His Word illuminates our every step.

<helpmate> The joy (Christ) of the Lord (Father) is my strength.

<opentext> I Jn 1:3-4, That which we have seen and heard declare we

unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. (KJV)

<now-faith> We cause a ripple effect, like you were saying (being contagious) whether we are joyful or we are whining and complaining.....and also we have a choice when someone else is complaining and whining...to follow their lead or Father's, to allow someone to steal your joy or not.

<opentext> Exactly Helen...the joy of any parent is an obedient child.

<opentext> Very good analogy michie.

<mizpah> It's basically up to us whether we will have joy and retain that joy throughout the day.

<opentext> Exactly miz. Note in the above verse...seen and heard. Many times our example speaks louder than anything else.

<opentext> II Jn 1:12, Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. (KJV)

<renewed> Was thinking *seen* meant seeing the Mystery of Christ, and *heard* as Father opens to us who we are in Christ.

<opentext> Is it easier to see ones joy in a letter or observing in person?

<renewed> by observing it in person

<opentext> excellent Cheryl

<shama> by observing

<now-faith> in person

<mizpah> in person

<opentext> Thus we can see, the importance of allowing people to always see Christ in us. So let your light shine unto men. As people see the Word of God alive in our lives, they are able to see the joy of God's Word alive in us. It encourages, it edifies, it builds up, as well as gives hope to the brethren. What is it that people see when then they look at your face, hope or despair?

<now-faith> hope of glory!

<mizpah> It should be the hope because of who we have inside

<opentext> On paper, people can not always see the joy of the Lord that encourages. They are not able to see our determination for the Word. What does your face say to other people? If we are operating in Father's love, there will then also be His joy. What is your attitude for this day?

<opentext> Ps 118:24 This is the day the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (NKJ)

<opentext> How about you? what are you going to do today? We will start here tomorrow...any questions from today?

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<renewed> Was thinking our joy comes as we can rejoice in all that Father has done and is doing in our lives.

<opentext> Exactly Cheryl.

<mizpah> larry, I think what I was saying awhile ago, you said when you go to Father, you plop in His lap and tell Him all the bad things have happened and then the good...and then listen to how He can correct it through His Word. 

<opentext> Maintaining an attitude of gratitude.

<mizpah> What I was asking, is does that mean, we get joy when we leave or do we have to have it to approach?

<helpmate> Grateful that I always have someone that I can turn to.

<opentext> Yes miz...but not complaining about them...but asking Him for His wisdom on how I got in those predicaments...so as not to stray there again.

<renewed> right Helen :-)

