<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace through your Son, Jesus Christ. We thank you and praise you for your Word going forth this morning, that we are able to gather together in the name of Jesus Christ to receive what you have for us this day.  May we have open hearts and open ears to hear.  Father thank you and praise you for your continued work in Finland and for the blessings that are overflowing from there.  Through the name of Jesus Christ we are quick to give you and you alone all the praise honor and glory…





<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)





<opentext> Fruit of the Spirit. It is of the Spirit, not of ourselves, but only as we yield to God and His work. The fields are ripe unto the harvest. Too often...we forget that the Lord said that the time of the harvest is now.





<opentext> John 4:35-38, Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor; other men labored, and ye are entered into their labors.  (KJV)





<now-faith> now faith


<opentext> Yes...it takes now faith...to do the work that Father has for us, and with that faith...or ability to believe God...we have to operate in the same love that He has.





<opentext> Eph 5:2, And **walk** in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. (KJV)





<opentext> Many times we get in a hurry....we rush...and we forget to walk in love....learning to be patient.  Often...we forget the patience that Father has had with us.  Anyone besides me...ever get frustrated with other people?


<helpmate> oh yes


<renewed> wow ..


<shama> yes


<opentext> It is only as we operate in love...the first of the fruit listed of the Spirit...that we can learn to walk in Father's love...and be patient with those that Father would have us minister to and with.





<opentext> John 13:34-35, A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if yea have love one to another. (KJV)





<opentext> How many are always able to love people with Father's love?  Sometimes ...maybe?


<renewed> not many all the time


<big_L> not me :(





<opentext> Eph 3:17, That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that yea, being rooted and grounded in love, (KJV)





<opentext> So as we can see...it is something that we have to grow into...it needs to be developed...just as we would tend to our plants in a garden.


<blessed> It's impossible without spending time each day with Father.


<opentext> At first...when we do not see anything happening...we get a bit discouraged...and try to think of ways to help the plants along...other then by the way they were designed.


<big_L> And when I do that  I always either kill the plant or stunt its growth


so we could do that to someone’s spirit too?


<blessed> What happens to plant when we use the wrong fertilizer?


<opentext> Yes we can...by becoming impatient.  It will burn it...and maybe even kill it.


<big_L> So, if we try and “help” someone  without the mind of Father  we could actually do more harm than good?


<opentext> Exactly Kathy...that is why we are to learn to walk in the Spirit.


Most times, we want to revert to what we have learned in the flesh...and this is when we get ourselves in trouble.


<shama> Listening to and accepting lies, is like feeding it with poison, which will kill the roots and so kill the fruit?





<opentext> Eph 4:2-3, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV)





<opentext> Exactly steph.


<shama> so the roots of love are replaced with roots of fear.


<opentext> And this is why we always have to listen to Father's counsel...to seek His wisdom for each and every situation.


<big_L> Because every situation is different?  But does not the word stay the same?


<opentext> The Word is always the same...but Father's wisdom may answer each situation as He sees...not as we think.


<big_L> So He does not go against his Word.


<opentext> Each person is a unique individual, and as such, Father knows what each person has need of, so we need to learn to seek Father's wisdom for each situation.


<big_L> But may give us a different route to take with the problem?


<opentext> Exactly Kathy.  That is why there is no such thing as a pat answer...since each person is unique...thus we have to listen to Father's counsel each and every time.





<opentext> Eph 4:2-3, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV)





<opentext> Note...with lowliness...and meekness.


<blessed> Does being consistent with loving others correlate with watering each day so the other person in God can grow well?


<big_L> opentext what does forbearing mean?


<opentext> Sheryl....yes ...allowing Father to use the living waters within us.


<blessed> Plants don't  look all that healthy when they aren't watered properly.


<helpmate> For ever o Lord thy Word is settled in heaven......His Word is always constant.


<opentext> Kathy...to endure or hold up...to stand strong in the Lord...no matter what the opposition is


<blessed> Thank you.





<opentext> Eph 4:15, But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: (KJV)





<opentext> As we open our mouth and put forth the living waters, the Word of life, it will cause us to grow...as well as anyone that will hear and obey.


<big_L> I’ve noticed in everything  that  we are told to do  "love" is the first requirement.


<renewed> That can be the hard part sometime speaking the truth in love, because  sometimes when we feel we are being attacked we don't respond in love, but in the flesh.


<opentext> Jesus Christ loved us enough to do all that Father asked of Him...regardless of those that were against Him.


Kathy, yes we have to learn to love as God loves us...not always an easy thing to do


A good example is Helen loves the body of Christ.  To share me with all of the brothers and sisters in Christ, even though many times her flesh would like to be selfish, and keep me for herself.


<big_L> Yes, and I am glad she does.


<opentext> That is God's love, to do what Father asks...even though we do not feel like it.


Cheryl, yes, many times we want to react in the flesh, and this is why we need to learn to be led by the Spirit and not be pulled around by the flesh.


<big_L> I was thinking about this 'fruit' last night  and the way the scripture has it listed  its interesting  because if I don’t love I cannot have joy  and without joy there would be no peace, etc.


<opentext> As foolish as we act at times...look at how Father still loves us. Exactly Kathy, and that is why God has things in the order that He does and this is why we study for Father's approval.


<shama> And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge Eph 3:19.


<opentext> Very good steph.





<opentext> Col 3:14-15, And above all these things put on charity (love), which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also yea are called in one body; and be yea thankful. (KJV)





<opentext> It is the love of God...that brings about perfectness, or in other words, maturity.


<big_L> So it takes years to get the love right?


<opentext> If we confess years, then it will.  If we ask Father to help us, it can be much shorter. We at times limit God.





<opentext> 1Thes 4:9, But as touching brotherly love yea need not that I write unto you: for yea yourselves are taught of God to love one another. (KJV)





<helpmate> We put limitations on Father.


<big_L> So  we can learn this quickly with Fathers help?


<opentext> Exactly Helen.  We limit God.  We tie His hands, and prevent Him from moving in and on our behalf.  Kathy, we can grow in Father's time if we allow Him to work in us.


<shama> We put Him in a box and then complain because He isn't helping us!


<opentext> Very good analogy steph.  How did you know that answer?


<shama> lol...have learnt from experience!!


<opentext> :-)





<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13, Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity (love), in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)





<big_L> So opentext the key would is "allow"  I have to be willing to let Father work in the situation.


<opentext> Let no man (especially yourself) despise thy youth;


<helpmate> We have to remember that "let no man" has to include ourselves.


<opentext> Kathy,.exactly.  You have to be willing and obedient., then you will partake of the fruit.


<shama> What is the definition of despise ??


<opentext> Exactly Helen.  Usually we are our biggest hindrance for God moving.


<now-faith> Accept and receive His love for you and then you can begin to love others as yourself.





<opentext> definition for despise.....


<opentext> 2706  kataphroneo-


<opentext> to contemn, to despise, to disdain, to think little or nothing of





<shama> thanks


<opentext> How often in the past...have we thought little or nothing of ourselves?


<now-faith> Very often, when not looking through Father's eyes.


<renewed> yes


<shama> Very often...and still learning.


<opentext> Everyone been reading the operations manual for the rose colored glasses?


<now-faith> yup!


<renewed> yes :-)


<shama> yes


<opentext> Learning to always see through Father's eyes of love.


<now-faith> Just like it has been said before......being in Christ is not a list of "I cant’s" but rather, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.





<opentext> I Jn 3:11, For this is the message that yea heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. (KJV)





<opentext> michie...exactly


<helpmate> should = could = will......no negatives there.


<now-faith> We can't love many people within our own power because of many reasons.  Father takes all those reasons and enables us to love them with the love of Christ shed abroad in our hearts.


<opentext> excellent answers


<big_L> So even in the worst situation  or what I might think is worse  Father can help me love an individual?


<opentext> yes He can Kathy.


<big_L> That’s awesome.


<helpmate> When we turn it all over to Father.


<big_L> But  how do you learn to trust again?  Does that come after love?


<helpmate> yes it does


<opentext> As we love with Father's love...the trust is built upon, because we know that God cannot fail.





<opentext> I Jn 3:23, And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. (KJV)





<big_L> I apologize for all these questions  but I’m learning so much.   opentext so I don’t love or trust because of the person, but I do those things because of Father  and because I love and trust HIM?


<opentext> Kathy...your questions are great, and remember we are here to help one another.  We have all grown from your questions today.





<opentext> I Jn 4:16-19, And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first love





<helpmate> us


<big_L> So am I understanding this?  That it’s not even about the situation or the other person  but about our trust and love in Father?


<opentext> exactly


<big_L> wow


<opentext> We love him, because He first loved us. 


<big_L> And he loved us  unconditionally.


<opentext> God did not have to love us, but He did.  Even though we were not worthy of it.  This is Father's love  Tthe love that we are supposed to allow to shine through us.


Kathy, His love is beyond all human understanding. It is only through the Spirit, that we can see and comprehend that love.


<big_L> And he gave humanity  many chances didn’t he?  yet,  I tend to give up quickly.


<helpmate> He gives us many opportunities to show that love for Him in return.


<renewed> As long as we have breath He gives us opportunity to acknowledge and love Him.


<opentext> Great study today, family.


<renewed> Yes, it was!


<shama> It was a great study.  Thank you.


<helpmate> Yes it was.  For as much as we were on for.


<big_L> Thank you opentext  I have learned soooo much in the past two days.


<opentext> Tomorrow we will get into ***joy**'  Any questions from today?


<renewed> Was just thinking we have talked a lot about "love" but love isn't the mushy, worldly stuff we see on television, is it??


<helpmate> lol....that is lust


<renewed> Right, .. sometimes we tend to get them mixed up in our thinking.


<big_L> Believe it or not  I have one more question :)   opentext this "love" that Father teaches us  it can heal any situation?


<opentext> Kathy, yes.  It can heal any situation.  We have to listen for Father's wisdom, and keep our own thoughts and ideas out of the way.  Ask Helen about her prayer for a certain individual.


<helpmate> lol


<big_L> k


<big_L> I’m finding that although I have prayed for Father to take care of a situation  when the answers are beginning to come  I question them.


<helpmate> I asked Father to ...how shall I put this.....re kindle a fire under someone.


<big_L> :) ok helpmate :)


<helpmate> And this is where it has lead us to be.


<big_L> opentext,  how do u know that the answers are from Father?  Well it lead you to a good place :)


