<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace today through your son Jesus Christ, We thank you and praise you for the traveling mercies shown on larry and miz this weekend and we thank you for giving larry the words to speak to the woman on the airplane.  Father we ask that we would have open hearts and open ears this morning to what you have for us this day, and we are quick to give you all the praise honor and glory through your son Jesus Christ...





<opentext> Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.


 (NKJ)





<opentext> Now...today I want us to notice...But the fruit of the Spirit is.


<helpmate> love


<opentext> Many of us....want to have fruit the first day we want to plant the garden.  Yes....we have to first learn to love God as much as He loves us...we have to develop that spiritual garden.  We sometimes forget, that it takes time for that seed to develop.


<helpmate> Without love, the rest won't be there either.


<opentext> Exactly Helen...for God so loved the world...and we have to learn to love Him...in order for that seed to grow.


<big_L> So without love  there will be no joy peace meekness  etc?


<opentext> Exactly Kathy...without love...Father’s kind of love.


<now-faith> Without Father's love in us.





<opentext> Rom 5:5   And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  (KJV)





<opentext> We have to learn or develop that love of God...that is shed abroad in our hearts.  As we study for Father's approval...the Word grows and develops in us, just as a seed does in a garden.  The first day we plant the corn seed...we can not go out and pick a bushel of corn.   But the fruit of the Spirit.  If it is the fruit of the Spirit...then it means that there has to have been nurturing and growth...for there to be fruit from it, and it starts with love....learning to love as Father does...nbot always an easy thing to do.


<mizpah> Not easy until we can see through Father's eyes.


<opentext> For God so loved the world....Jesus Christ loved all enough to tell them all the truth.


<now-faith> o/


<helpmate> And loved them enough to die for us.


<opentext> Exactly miz...learning to see through Father’s eyes...and that can only happen as we allow Him to open the eyes of our understanding.


<opentext> yes michie


<now-faith> Whenever I have read this verse, I have read it as;  the result of the Spirit indwelling you is,  but you first have to learn to walk in the Spirit always in order for these things to be manifest in your life.


<opentext> Yes Helen...and us learning to do the same.


<^keke^> With God...all things are possible....this is why we have to learn His ways.





<helpmate> Phil 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)





<^keke^> We have been taught for years to do things in and by the flesh...and now we have to learn to do things in and by the Spirit.  For years, we had developed a fleshly garden...and now we have to redo it in and by the Spirit.  How many have found some of the bad habits we have....difficult to get rid of?


<renewed> I have.


<mizpah> some of them very, very difficult


<at-peace> me


<helpmate> Some are very difficult.


<`big_L> So if u cannot learn to "love" in any situation  then we will never have peace?


<^keke^> Kathy...this is why we have to learn to love as God does,


<`big_L> k


<^keke^> It is a hard thing for the flesh, this is why it is the truth that makes us free...and keeps us free.


<at-peace> God's love does not compare to what the world calls love.


<at-peace> It is much more peaceable, joyful.


<^keke^> If we can look at our walk with God...like a garden...then we can see that which needs to be weeded out....and areas that need to be cultivated...and nurtured...so that fruit may come.  How many of us got ourselves into the mess we were in before Christ...in one day?  Or  did we work at that garden...and put in long hours to develop the mess that we had?


<renewed> nope, not one day ... or one year even


<helpmate> If you look at it as a seed growing into a fruit, if love is not there the fruit will be stunted or deformed....not perfect.


<^keke^> Very good analogy Helen.


<helpmate> deformed


<at-peace> Nope not me... and each day learning to weed our garden.


<^keke^> And that is why love is first on the list,





<^keke^> Gal 5:22-23   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.


 (NKJ)





<^keke^> If Helen was not operating with and in the love of God...the brethren in Finland would not have me here with them now...but she loves the brethren enough to share me with them.  It is learning to develop and show the same love...that God has shown to us.


<`big_L> And that is possible in any situation?


<opentext> As this love begins to develop....we then have joy...the strength of the Lord...that motivates us.


<opentext> Kathy....yes...it is possible in any and all situations.


<mizpah> It is if our focus is ion Father, and we walk in the spirit.


<`big_L> k





<opentext> The Sower sows the Word......and we need living waters for that garden.


<opentext> If we operate in and of the flesh...then we will produce the wrong kind of fruit.


<`big_L> Which would be the opposite of all the fruit of the spirit right?


<opentext> yes





<opentext> Gal 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.   (NKJ)





<patience> I never thought we produced any kind of fruit if we were not in the spirit.


<opentext> Faith...which works by love.


<at-peace> You reap what you sow... what we sow in the flesh is what will produce.


<opentext> There are either the works of the flesh...or works of the Spirit.


<`big_L> Sure miz,  instead of love  hate  instead of peace, despair.


<`big_L> Am I understanding?


<helpmate> If it does not produce love...it will produce bitterness.  Kathy...very good


<`big_L> I am so excited I am learning something this morning :)


<opentext> Exactly, Helen.


<helpmate> That deformed fruit.





<opentext> Gal 6:7-8  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. (NKJ)





<opentext> So as we can see...we determine what kind of fruit will be produced in our garden.


<patience> Yeh, now, I remember that.


<opentext> Give and it shall be given...if we give God's love...then we will get more in return.  The more we share of what Father opens to us, then the more that He is able to give us, because we are a good steward.





<opentext> Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.


(NKJ)





<opentext> So...as the love of God grows and develops in our life...then it begins to produce joy.  Ever have a smile on your face that noting or nobody could wipe it off...because you know that you had done what Father had asked of you?


<at-peace> yes


<renewed> yes


<patience> yep!


<helpmate> yes


<shama> yeah


<opentext> That joy is a product...or fruit of God's love.





<opentext> 1 Pet 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:(KJV)





<opentext> The joy of the Lord is our strength.  And when we have joy...have you ever noticed the peace that one then has?


<shama> yeah


<at-peace> yes


<helpmate> The peace that passes all understanding.


<renewed> Yes, you can't have joy without peace.


<opentext> Exactly Helen.  Yes Cheryl.


<opentext> Ok...tomorrow...we will continue on this verse...and see how we can continue to develop this garden that will produce the right kind of fruit.





<opentext> Ps 1:3-4  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.   The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives away.


 (NKJ)





<helpmate> Like the seed planted on stony ground.


<opentext> For tomorrow...think of some analogies...that will help us share with each other...how to describe this fruit of the spirit that is supposed to be evident in us.  Example...since the love of >God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost...then we could think of the love of God as the roots that are in the ground...the joy is like the tree trunk....the peace is the branches that extend out.  Since they all work together to produce fruit...and they are all dependent one upon the other.


The more of a picture of this we can see in our mind, the easier it will be for us to grasp.


And since it says fruit...then we are able to see that they are all dependent on one another,


<at-peace> Grounded and settled (roots)... as when the wind comes against it, it will stay standing and be not swayed or toppled in any way.


<patience> But without joy, the thickness of the trunk, it would be easier to topple.


<renewed> Was thinking how it doesn't say fruit of a Christian, but fruit of the Spirit, as we come to a knowledge of who we are in Christ, then the fruit is developed and manifested in us.


<opentext> And as the wind blows...the roots keep it from toppling...the trunk gives support to the branches and leaves that are being moved.


<at-peace> We need a sure foundation first to build upon, or to grow upon.


<helpmate> The joy of the Lord = Christ within us.


<patience> Wow...what an analogy...that'll give me some more  to meditate on today.


<opentext> Exactly...and since we are all a part of the body of Christ....then we also give support to one another....we are able to strengthen and support one another.  We are a team...a house divided will fall...so we need to stay strong in the Lord. It is as we share this love of God...that we find the joy to strengthen us...and we are at total peace with what Father has asked of us...no matter what the physical appears to be.


<patience> If we allow the Son to shine in us...we should stay strong,


<opentext> so for tomorrow...think of ways that we can share of ways to describe this fruit of the Spirit.


<patience> Thanks for another great Bible study, larry.


