opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to

gather together in and through your Son Jesus Christ with open hearts and ears, we want to receive from you the bread of life, and the living waters that will sustain us this day, and cause us to grow more into the children that you want us to be, We are thankful for all that which you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us

<opentext> and we give you Father, and you alone..all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 5:13-14  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. (KJV)

<opentext> The liberty in Christ...is not a pass to do anything we want, but rather our ability to live above the things that would tie us to this earth. Many times, we forget that we are to remain seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Only use not liberty for ​an occasion​ to the flesh,  
Definition for occasion

<opentext> 874  aphorme-

1) a place from which a movement or attack is made, a base of operations

2) metaphorically, that by which endeavor is excited and from which it goes forth:

a) that which gives occasion and supplies matter for an undertaking, the incentive

b) the resources we avail ourselves of in attempting or performing anything

<mizpah> I try not to do that, but i suppose i do sometimes, or shrug my shoulders a bit afterwards, knowing He will forgive me

<helpmate> That is not right, then we are not truly sorry that we done them.

<opentext> A place from which a movement or attack is made, a base of operations.

<renewed> That would be taking advantage of God's grace and mercy.

<opentext> Good answers.  And yet, this is what we do many times.  

<blessed> It's not judging ourselves properly is it?

<opentext> You however, brethren, were called to freedom. Only do not turn your freedom into an excuse for giving way to your lower natures: but become a bondservant to one another in love..Gal 5:13 Weymouth trans.

<mizpah> It's letting something that I call "little sins", although they are all sin,  go by and then when we pray, realize that's what i have done, and i do truly repent of that.

<opentext> Sheryl...it would be more taking advantage of our liberty in Christ.

<opentext> I like the way Weymouth says...an excuse to give way to our lower natures...

because any time we do sin....we make an excuse...and justify it within ourselves.

<renewed> That's true.

<opentext> Gal 5:14  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.   (KJV)

<opentext> For all the law ​is fulfilled in one word​,
 

<helpmate> It is more like, i know it is wrong, but i can did it anyway because Father will forgive me if i ask Him..

<opentext> If we are in Christ....than we already love God...now we have to learn to love our neighbor as ourselves; that is the hard part.

<renewed> So the one word is Christ?

<opentext> We usually like to pick and choose who we will love.

<opentext> love

<renewed> ok

<opentext> If we think back to Rom 5:5...the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.  To become that new creation in Christ....we had to acknowledge and love God. The hard part, is becoming the servant to all...... we usually like to pick and choose who we will be a servant to. 

<renewed> Yes we sure do.

<mizpah> But Father didn't pick and choose, so we shouldn't either.

<opentext> If we think back to the account of the good Samaritan..... the priest and the Levite...choose NOT to be a servant to the one that was in need....they had more

 important things to do. The Samaritan, used all that he had available to minister to the one that was in need...and used all of the resources that were available to him. Many times, we will do things for someone...but we will not use all of the resources that Father has made available to us....we want to keep some in reserve.

<helpmate> His Son died for **everyone**

<renewed> Yes, because we don't trust Father will provide for what we have need of.

<mizpah> When we do that, then we are not being a servant unto God, but to man.

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ gave His all for us....this is the way we have to learn to do all that Father asks of us. Everyone of us here...myself included....do not always give totally of ourselves when doing things,

<mizpah> Why?

<opentext> It is as we learn to see the Lord in everyone...for He is the light of every man that comes into the world. Then we will learn to do everything with a whole hearted effort. miz...why...because we have been taught to always do just enough to satisfy the situation...not do all that is necessary.

<renewed> Yes, and we base it on other's responses, I know it is a lot easier to do something for someone who is appreciative, than to do the same thing for some one else

 who just "expects" it.

<opentext> This is the way we have been taught in this country.

<mizpah> So, it's a matter of our mind being renewed.

<opentext> Yes...that is why we have to take the time to each day...keep our mind renewed in and on the Word of God.

<opentext> Gal 5:15  But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.   (KJV)

<opentext> If the devil can keep us fighting and bickering amoung ourselves...what good will we be to anyone else??

<helpmate> None at all.

<at-peace> Not good at all.

<mizpah> none

<renewed> Not any good at all .. we will be too busy blowing each other's light out..

<mizpah> It's not being ignorant of the devil's devices.

<opentext> But if you are perpetually snarling and snapping at one another, beware lest you are destroyed by one another....Weymouth trans.

<opentext> Of course...no one here as ever snapped or growled at the brethren.

<mizpah> lol

<helpmate> As he chuckles.

<opentext> Forgiven and forgotten...so we can now chuckle at it...as we are not to be ignorant of the devils devices.

<helpmate> Exactly!

<renewed> Prov 21:23 Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.   (KJV)

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> So, in the scripture, where it says that His people

 perish for the lack of knowledge, is that also destroying each

 other by lack of using what we know?

<opentext> Yes....it is as we ignore the Word of God...that we then get into trouble.

Many times...we are our own worst enemy...because we belittle and cut down ourselves as much as we do anyone else.

<renewed> Sometimes more so.

<mizpah> I do that at times.

<opentext> And we do this...when we  lack confidence in the work that Father has begun in us...we think that everyone else has a greater knowledge of the Word than us.

<renewed> Seems to be easier to forgive others more than ourselves,

<opentext> anyone here...besides me...that has thought

 everyone else knows the Word better than them??

<renewed> me

<helpmate> yes

<shama> oh yeah

<at-peace> me

<mizpah> Most of the time.

<opentext> hmmm...aren't we supposed to be studying for Father's approval?

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> hmmmmm ..... yes

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yep

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun the good work in you...He will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  We have to learn to learn that which Father has for us...not what others think that we need.

<helpmate> Father always knows best.

<opentext> Father's wisdom is always greater than the answers that we thought that we had for someone else to be confident in that which Father shows us.  

<helpmate> Father will always back His answers with scripture.

<opentext> Many times i thought i had a word for someone...and had it all prepared in my mind...and when it came to approaching the person...Father had something

 totally different than what my thoughts were.

<renewed> Being able to have open ears to hear.

<opentext> Exactly. And we have to learn to listen to Father this way...or else how can we ever be a servant to all??

<renewed> We can't if we try to have selective hearing to hear only that which we want to do.

<opentext> Especially, if we analyze in our mind...what we think someone deserves according to our thinking, rather than doing what Father asks of us.

<mizpah> Because our thoughts are not His thoughts.  He knows what each person needs, so we have to listen to Him.

<opentext> Gal 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> The old law said an eye for an eye; now we have to learn to walk in Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness.

<renewed> Think about walking  as continually going forward  and not looking back

where Father guides our steps today.

<renewed> where Father guides our steps today ...

<opentext> Our eyes set on the mark of the prize of the **high** calling, to walk in the Spirit...we have to remain seated in heavenly places.

<helpmate> Now faith.

<opentext> Our affections have to be set on things above. Yes,  now faith, to always know that we are just pilgrims here.  We are only passing through, that his kingdom is not of this world. The more that we try to hang on to things of this world, the greater the pull will be to walk in the flesh, rather then the Spirit.

<renewed> there is a lot to be said to simplifying your life, then. Being content with your needs and not focussing on your wants.

<opentext> A pilgrim...never has a set place to stay, but rather is all consumed with getting to the final destination...and so we then have to set heaven as our final

 destination...and not allow anything in between to grab a hold of us. Each night is but a stopping point on our way home.

<helpmate> As Paul said.....run the good race.

<opentext> Race singular...many people are running a series of sprints. We are running the marathon of life, and he who endures to the end.

<mizpah> And it's not who gets there first, but ALL who finish.

<opentext> Matt 10:22-23  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.   But when they persecute you in this city, flee

 ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.   (KJV)


<opentext> 2 Tim 4:7-8  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them

 also that love his appearing.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Today,  let us all keep our course....and be ready to be a neighbor to all those that Father asks of us. We will close here for today...any questions from  today??

<mizpah> Well, did you all see my comment buried in the scriptures?  I was thinking how we compare ourselves and our knowledge to others, like we are competing in a

 marathon.  But, we are not.  We only have to endure to the end, no matter how many come in at the same time.

<renewed> Was just noticing it doesn't say run, but to Walk in the Spirit in verse 16.

<opentext> Allowing each and every step to be illuminated by the Lord. miz....not trying to keep up with one another, but staying focused on the prize. 

<at-peace> Running, would be like continuing daily in the Word... never ceasing.

<mizpah> Right.  We are running together  as a body, even though each individual is responsible for their own salvation.

<opentext> Good analogy, charlene. Very good participation again today.

<helpmate> Great study as usual.

<mizpah> Yes...very good study!

<helpmate> Much more fun when everyone participates.

<at-peace> If we Walk in the Spirit, we will be able to hear Father for the one who is crying out.

<opentext> charlene....exactly.

<at-peace> We are to walk honestly toward those without, redeeming the time.  If you run up on them, you may startle them, and then they would not hear.

Definition of redeeming

1805  exagorazo-

1) to redeem vicarious death

2) to buy up, to buy up for oneself, for one's use to make wise and sacred use of every

 opportunity for doing good, so that zeal and well doing are as it were the purchase money by which we make the time our own

<opentext> If we are all consumed by the Word...we never think about time.....since we are eagerly awaiting Father's instructions.

<renewed> When it comes down to it ... all sin is being selfish ... trying to look after our own needs rather than loving others ....isn't it?

<at-peace> Thank you brother!

<opentext> cheryl....yes...it is when we put our own wants, in front of the needs of others, that we enter the realm of the flesh.

<renewed> Okay, thanks.

<shama> Was thinking about how we are all at a different place in our walk and that's why we think that others have greater knowledge.

<helpmate> Exactly, steph.

<shama> Because we look at others more than at Father.

<opentext> One of these days we will take a day of the studies and do a teaching on progressive awareness.

<helpmate> An area you know real weak, i may know very little about.

<shama> Progressive awareness?

<opentext> As each of us grows in the knowledge of the Word, we each become progressively aware of that which Father requires of us.

<shama> oh ok

<opentext> Father holds us accountable for what we are ware of...not what someone else knows, and yet so often...we think we should be where others are at, and think they know so much more than us.

<shama> Aware = that which we have heard or understood?

<opentext> yes

<blessed> That sounds like a great study!

<opentext> aware = cognizant of

<blessed> Please put it on the list.

<opentext> lol...ok.

<shama> But others knowledge can also motivate us to study more can't it?

<opentext> steph...yes others knowledge can challenge us as well as motivate us to seek and learn more.

<shama> Yes, it sure does. Them being an example to us.

<helpmate> Not only that, but when we hear something different, it makes us want to go and check it out to see if what they said lines up with the Word.

<shama> yes

<helpmate> I listen to radio programs, what is suppose to be Christian programs, and have ended up having some really great studies out of them. Things didn't sound quite right so i searched them out,  and most of them did not line up with the Word. I had some great times in the Word.  

<shama^> Yeah we can learn a lot from those that lie!

<opentext> It is the truth that exposes the lie.

<shama^> In Luke 2:25, and the Holy Ghost was upon Him (Simeon), not sure i understand because the Holy Spirit was sent later?

<opentext> correct

<shama^> So how was it upon him there?

<mizpah> ​ The Holy Ghost was upon Him​....He is now, IN us.

<opentext> In the OT...the Holy Spirit came upon the men and women of God...could not indwell until the day of Pentecost.

<opentext> No person could be a new creation in Christ until the sacrifice had been paid and accepted by Father. So until that time...the Holy Spirit could only come

 upon them...to reveal the things of God, to those that sought God. He could not inhabit them...since the new birth was not yet available.

<shama^> ahhh ok. So He still only came upon those that sought Him?

<opentext> until the day of Pentecost, yes.  

<shama^> And now He indwells in those that seek salvation.

<opentext> yes

<shama^> ok. Thanks.

<opentext> It is as they seek Him for salvation...at the point they confess with their mouth, and believe in their heart, that they become that new creation in Him by the Holy Spirit.  

<shama^> That's why some say you cant lose your salvation because you have the Holy Spirit within you, but you can push Him away right?

<opentext> One can return the gift, and walk away from God.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.   (KJV)

<shama^> Yeah, a gift is only ours if we want it.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Eph 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The measure of​ the gift​ of Christ.

<shama^> New creation because the Holy Spirit indwells within us and so our sins are cleansed because where the Spirit is there isn't sin?


<opentext> correct

<shama^> So then, how come we still sin, if we have the Holy Spirit within ?

<opentext> We are made, transformed, into that new creation...by, in, and through Christ. It is the old nature, that is fighting against the new man.  The battle ground is within the mind,  thus why we have to renew our mind with the Word each day.

<shama^> Do we still have the Holy Spirit though, when we sin?

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth...had the Holy Spirit within Him from birth, thus that is why He did not sin, for He always heard and obeyed the Spirit of Christ within Him.

It all depends upon what the sin is.

<shama^> oh. But isn't all sin, sin?

<patience> You mean, like the sin of unbelief? Then you wouldn't have the Holy Spirit in you, then?

<shama^> No miz , i was thinking of any sin.

<opentext> Rom 6:16
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto

 righteousness? (KJV)

<opentext> If a person committed suicide, because they did not trust Father to deliver them, would they go to heaven?

<shama^> I  guess not.

<opentext> So then that would be a sin unto death.  They forfieted any rights they had.

<shama^> So, only anything that denies God.

<opentext> If we steal a candy bar, that is not a sin into death.  We still have fellowship with God, but because of our disobedience we will have a harder time hearing Father until we confess it, and ask Father for help in overcoming that area of weakness.  Blaspheme of the Holy Spirit is the only unforgivable sin, once we have been born again, and the example above of suicide would be an example of that.

<shama^> Ok...so we will always have the holy Spirit within us, unless we commit a sin unto death??

<opentext> If we steal a candy bar, that is not a sin not unto  death. Correct.

<shama^> ok

<shama^> Sorry that i have so many questions!! :-x

<opentext> I always have time for questions, sis.  The only dumb question, is the one that is never asked.

<shama^> It's like the more i ask, the more come to mind!!

<opentext> As we study the Word.....we will find many of the questions answered by the Word as we study.

