<opentext> Father, we come before your throne through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord and saviour. We thank you Father for this day, that we can serve you  and worship you this day in spirit and in truth. Let each of us with open hearts and ears, receive this bread of life that it would make us the stringer and more capable servants for the work of His kingdom. We thank you Father for all that you have done for us this day already, and all that you have yet in store for us....in Christ Jesus name we pray..

For the last few days, we have been talking about how little that it takes to affect us in our walk with the Lord. That very seldom is it the big things that cause us to stumble and fall, but rather the little things, and the accumulation of them.  

<opentext> Gal 5:10-12, I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. I would they were even cut off which trouble you. (KJV)

<opentext> Now...we see and hear Paul address those that had been misleading the Galatians. First off...Paul tells the Galatians, that he is confident that they will stand. Yet, how often do we always think the worst in a situation when troubles arise?

<stowe^> Quite often, but here Paul sets the example by giving something positive for the Galatians to strive for.

<at-peace> Often... we usually allow the immediate fear in, before we seek Father's peace.

<mizpah> Pretty often start with the worst scenario.

<stowe^> Paul has put out words of life for the Galatians.instead of death.

<opentext> How often is it that we have a tendency to beat up on ourselves, when things go wrong??

<stowe^> all the time

<helpmate> Very often.

<shama> Yep, very often.

<at-peace> often

<blessed> yes

<opentext> As a matter of fact....most have a set of 1 through 10 sizes of skillets that they reserve for that use...for when things go wrong.

<stowe^> lol

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> And they beat up on themselves, rather than taking armament against the devil...and putting the Word on the scene against him, and then again, at times we use the skillets on one another.

<now-faith> :-)

<opentext> James 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he

 will flee from you.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Resist...to take armament against. We have to learn to put God's Word on the scene, instead of  trying to always do it on our own.  

<now-faith> Putting it in the "we", making it a partnership with and through Christ Jesus.

<helpmate> And the more tines we do it, the easier it becomes.   On a regular basis.

<opentext> Phil 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a

 good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> We have to have confidence, in the work that has started in us.  We have to remember that we were made that new creation in Christ, so we have that solid foundation to build upon.

<mizpah> We usually read the first two words when we get into problems....being confident that I can solve them, not we.

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Gal 5:10, I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be

<opentext> Now also notice that Paul also speaks out against those that had brought in the false teachings. And also note, that he does not concern himself  with who it may be....but places their responsibility with them, and they will be visited by the millstone salesman, if they fail to repent.

<stowe^> Yep, better for him to have a millstone hung around his neck .

<helpmate> The whosoever better be watchful of the millstone salesman.

<opentext> What I find of interest...is that Paul does not try to raise the Galatians up against the false teachers, but rather gets their minds of off them by showing them that Father will deal with them...and for them not to worry about them.

<helpmate> We all have to work out our own salvation.

<stowe^> Heb 10:30-31 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
 (KJV)

<opentext> What would happen, if we spent all of our time attacking the false teachers rather than keeping ourselves built up in the Word?

<helpmate> Fearful, because we will have to give account for our actions.

<nfi> We get sucked down where they are.

<stowe^> Our spirit man would just become weaker.  It would just be another trick of the enemy to take our focus off Father.

<helpmate> We wouldn't have tine to study.

<at-peace> Our focus would be off of Father.

<opentext> We have to keep our eyes on the mark of the prize...and forget those things that are behind.

<helpmate> Set your thoughts ...mind...on things above.

<stowe^> You can never build something up (our spirits) if you are continually tearing down.

<helpmate> If you are tearing down....you have turned away and are headed in the wrong direction....down or back.

<opentext> Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.   (KJV)

<helpmate> The only thing we should be tearing down is thoughts and imaginations that are against God.

<now-faith> If one is making so much noise trying to discredit or attack the false teaching......how can they hear the voice of the *one* crying out in the wilderness?

<opentext> Removing the mountain that has gotten between us and Father, and sometimes that mountain is us. Very good answers.

<opentext> Gal.5:11. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.

<opentext> We also have to remember, they were constantly attacking the credibility of Paul,  and his right to claim to be an apostle.  

<stowe^> He was being attacked because he wasn't preaching that salvation was through circumcision, or the law?

<opentext> It was the judaizers that were attacking Paul...who tried to put the people under the law, and what Paul is saying here is, "they are persecuting me, because i am not one of them".

<now-faith> He was attacked just for opening his mouth!

<opentext>   I would they were even cut off which trouble you. Let me put up the Moffat translation for these 3 verses that we have been covering this morning...it will help open it up a bit more.

I feel persuaded in the Lord that you will not go wrong. But he who unsettled you will have to meet his doom, no matter who he is. I am still preaching circumcision myself,

 am I? Then, brothers, why am I still being persecuted? And so the stumbling-block of the cross has lost its force, forsooth! O that those that are upsetting you would get themselves castrated! Moffatt translation..

<now-faith> I like that!

<opentext> forsooth= of a truth

<stowe^> wow

<helpmate> ouch

<mizpah> Moffatt didn't mince words!

<opentext> No he did not.

<stowe^> No one else can cut off those who are troubling us, we have to separate from them ourselves, right?

<opentext> Correct cheryl.  Vengeance is the Lord's, not ours.

<at-peace> Castrated, so that they could no longer produce the fruit of death, and not life.

<opentext> Correct charlene...so as not to be able to reproduce any of their own kind.

<at-peace> okay

<helpmate> Produce any fruit...seed ....to take root.

<now-faith> I was thinking so circumcision or no circumcision, would not matter!

<opentext> Gal 5:13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Note in verse 13....Paul states that we are called into liberty....and how can we be there, if we are caught up in railing accusations?

<helpmate> Can't do both at the same time.

<stowe^> nope

<opentext> Gal 5:13, For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an ​occasion to the flesh​, but by love serve one another. (KJV)

<opentext> If you are set free from the law of sin and death...why put yourself back under the grips of it???  And this is what we do, if we react in the flesh!  In order to do battle with them...you have to leave where you are seated in heavenly places in Christ...and crawl down to their level...and how many here really want to do that?

<helpmate> not me

<shama> not me

<mizpah> not me

<at-peace> not me

<stowe^> Not me, but I know I have/do it at times.

<blessed> no

<opentext> ​But by love serve one another​.

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:8-9  And above all things have fervent charity among

 yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.  Use hospitality one to another without grudging.   (KJV)

<opentext> It is not easy for the flesh, to be a servant to one another. It is easy to find excuses on why we do not want to be a servant to certain people. What if Father had been that way with us?

<mizpah> We would not be on our way to heaven, right now.

<stowe^> No hope for us if Father had been the same way.

<opentext> Correct, step on anyone else, to get where you want to go. use what ever it takes to get to the top. that is the way the world thinks. We have to remember, that His kingdom is not of this world.  So why are you trying to build up mansions and

 palaces here?  do you plan on staying?

<helpmate> No...not me.

<shama> no

<at-peace> nope

<stowe^> nope

<opentext> Matt 6:14-15  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (KJV)

<opentext> So by love...we operate and serve by the example that Jesus Christ set for us.

Not getting pulled into name calling or any other such thing.  We set our eyes on the mark of the prize, of the high calling of God in and through Christ Jesus...and

 nothing will cause us to change course.  His Word illuminates our every step, to maintain

 our course on the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house, and as our brother Paul said...be followers of me...as i am of Christ. Where would you like to go today??

<helpmate> home

<at-peace> Home with Father.

<shama> Home with Him.

<opentext> We will close here for today....any questions from today's study?

<helpmate> Think on these things.

<stowe^> Learning to speak the truth in love.

<opentext> Yes...and speaking in love does not always mean that the people will have smiling faces.

<stowe^> No it doesn't.

<at-peace> nope

<helpmate> Heb 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.
 (KJV)

<stowe^> Father has been showing me in the last 2 days how our words frame our world, but they can also frame other people's world for them too. We have a secretary who is so frustrating,  because she is never wrong .. and wants to put the blame on everyone else, but Father showed me how the rest of us by our words have her trapped!

<helpmate> you can limit Father on what He can do for others

 by the words that you put out there

<opentext> It is also interesting to note here in Galatians that Paul is caught in the middle...between the judaizers and the Galatians,  and what it took for him to hold fast his profession of faith...in spite of all of the opposition.

<helpmate> Without wavering.

<stowe^> Yes being confident in the things Father has shown him.

<opentext> This is how confident we have to become in the Word.

<mizpah> I was thinking, it's difficult to be a servant sometimes, because we want to decide for ourselves if they are worth "our" servitude...forgetting it is a servitude unto

 Father.

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Mark 9:35  And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.
 (KJV)

<mizpah> When we do things for other reasons, except to please Father, then our focus is no in the flesh, not on spiritual.

<opentext> ​and servant of all. Very good questions and answers this morning.

<mizpah> Very good study, this morning.  Thank you.

<at-peace> Thank you all for a great study.

​


