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<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that we can gather before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. Teach us this day Father, that which would enable us to grow closer to you, that which would cause us to be more like your Son Jesus Christ. Let us learn to forget all that is behind us, and reach forth for that which you have before us this day, with thankful hearts, and grateful lips we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord ...

<opentext> Ps 86:11-12, Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore. (KJV)

<opentext> For the next few days, we are going to take a break from the regular study, to take a close look at the Law of the OT, and see how man continually tries to put us under it, and how easy it is to become susceptible to it.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext>  Whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. I am sure that none of us here want to fall from grace. yet, whenever we place ourselves under any part of the Law, that is indeed what we have done....because we are then operating by works, rather then faith. Within the body of Christ, there is a great controversy over the Law, and whether or not the body of Christ is subject to it. So for the next few days, I want to spend some time to cover this area, so that all can see the liberty that Christ has indeed given to those that are His. We will resume the study on Galatians when we finish this topic. 

<opentext> Galatians 5:1-12  In the former part of this chapter the apostle cautions the Galatians to take heed of the judaizing teachers, who endeavored to bring them back under the bondage of the law. He had been arguing against them before, and had largely shown how contrary the principles and spirit of those teachers were to the spirit of the gospel; 

<opentext> And now this is as it were the general inference or application of all that discourse. Since it appeared by what had been said that we can be justified only by faith in Jesus Christ, and not by the righteousness of the law, and that the law of Moses was no longer in force,  nor Christians under any obligation to submit to it, therefore he would have them to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and not to be again entangled with the yoke of bondage. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).

<opentext> Galatians 5:1-12  1. Under the gospel we are enfranchised, we are brought into a state of liberty, wherein we are freed from the yoke of the ceremonial law and from the curse of the moral law; so that we are no longer tied to the observance of the one, 

<opentext> Nor tied up to the rigor of the other, which curses every one that continues not in all things written therein to do  them, <Gal 3:10>.  (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).  The hardest think for us to see and hear, is how easy it is for us to be put back under the bondage of the Law.  As soon as we put ourselves under the control of any part of the Law....we then are under compulsion to perform all of the Law....and we know that there was but one man that was able to do that.  Why do men then want to put us back under the Law?

<mizpah> for profit

<NowFaith> for control and power

<opentext> ok, that is one aspect

<NowFaith> to be dependant upon the man and/or the organization?

<opentext> For control......they want to tell God...see what we have done.

<at-peace> Because they are still under the law.

<opentext>  There is a difference between locating one that is lost and looking for help, and rounding up a whole herd that did not want to be caught.  Without knowing the mystery, how can they see or hear what Father asks?

<mizpah> they can't

<at-peace> they would not be able to

<opentext> So then, all they can imitate is what they have heard and seen others do...they are imitators of men and the Law...and not grace.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Galatians 5:1-12  2. We owe this liberty to Jesus Christ. It is he who has made us free; by his merits he has satisfied the demands of the broken law, and by his authority as a king he has discharged us from the obligation of those carnal ordinances which were imposed on the Jews. 

<opentext> . It is therefore our duty to stand fast in this liberty, constantly and faithfully to adhere to the gospel and to the liberty of it, and not to suffer ourselves, upon any consideration, to be again entangled in the yoke of bondage. This is the general caution or exhortation, which in the following verses the apostle enforces by several reasons or arguments. Why did Paul here in these verses say circumcision...and not any other part of the Law...such as washings or tithing?

<NowFaith> Because we are circumcised into Christ .

<at-peace> Because that  was the first thing that put you under the law.

<opentext> Correct....it was at this point in the life of Jesus of Nazareth, that He was then put under obligation to live under all of the Law. Galatians 5:3  Submission to circumcision commits one to the whole law. It makes him a party to the covenant of the law, and the law requires of everyone thus committed a perfect fulfillment, <Gal. 3:10> (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament).

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaith> Is that like being "born into" a denomination Ihere you are then "obligated" to that denomination?

<opentext> somewhat

<NowFaith> ok

<opentext> However, being born into a denomination, you were without choice.....you have the choice to put yourself under the Law.

<NowFaith> right...ok

<opentext> How many here want to live under the Law?

<NowFaith> Because you can be circumcised at any time, it doesn't have to be at 8 days old?

<NowFaith> no thank you

shama> no

<at-peace> not me

<mizpah> not me

<shalom> nope

<opentext> Yes...but for the Jew, they had to be circumcised at 8 days old....and there was also a set time for all those that wanted to become Jews...which i do not recall at the present time.

<NowFaith> Ok, thank you.

<opentext> Why did Paul state here, and start with circumcision? Was this just a mistake, or did Father have a purpose and a reason for it?

<opentext> Luke 2:21-22, And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (KJV)

<opentext> So from this point forward, the Child Jesus was under subjection to the Law....and His obedience to Father by the Spirit of Christ is what would eventually bring about our liberty.  Interesting again, how the people saw the child Jesus, but those led by the Spirit of God, (Simeon and Anna) saw the Lord's Christ.

<opentext> Luke 2:26-27, And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, (KJV).

<opentext> How do we avoid being put under the Law?

<at-peace> By looking to Father as our source through Christ Jesus... and studying daily the Word of God

<mizpah> avoid anything of the law...accept  living by grace.

<at-peace> Being able to discern.

<opentext> Ok, as we tie both of those answers together, we then see that we have to study for Father's approval,

and recognize the grace that has been given to us

<NowFaith> knowing our liberty that we have been given in Christ to be able to stand against such that would bring us into bondage that we are no longer in and under bondage to the Law, and walk in the forgiveness and forgetfulness that Father has made available to each and every believer.

<MrPicky> So we are able to see here, that as soon as a child was circumcised, from that point on they were now subject to all of the Law. This is why Paul starts off here mentioning that. If we put ourselves under any part of the Law, circumcision, baptism, or any other part of the Law, we indeed become subject to all of it. If we teach anyone else to be under the Law, we to then become under the Law, as well as the fact that we have led people astray. Thus, this is why Paul mentions just circumcision here. And, we are also able to see in the scripture, how that once the child Jesus of Nazareth was circumcised, He was now subject to all of the Law, and by the Spirit of Christ He would redeem us from the curse of it. Have you ever noticed, that the more Father shows us of the Word, the more that He requires of us?

<NowFaith> yes

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> yes

<MrPicky> Could this be why Paul wrote to Timothy, that we are to be examples ** of the believers**?

<at-peace> Yes, walking by faith... not by sight.

<MrPicky> If we commit ourselves to any part of the Law, we have then put ourselves in bondage to do all of the Law. We have made ourselves a debtor to it, and have removed ourselves from the grace of Jesus Christ. How many of us really want to be in that position?

<mizpah> i don't

<at-peace> not me

<shama> no

<NowFaith> ditto

<MrPicky> Galatians 5:4  [Fallen (Aorist, ye fell, the moment ye sought justification by legalism) from grace]-- ye no longer `stood' in it <Rom. 5:2>. Grace and legal righteousness cannot co exist <Rom. 4:4-5; 11:6>. Christ, by circumcision <Luke 2:21>, undertook to obey all the law, and fulfill all righteousness for us; any, therefore, that now seeks to fulfill it for himself in any degree for justifying righteousness, severs himself from the grace which flows from Christ's fulfillment, and becomes "a debtor to do the whole law" <Gal. 5:3>. 

The decree of the Jerusalem council said nothing so strong as this: it merely decided that Gentile Christians were not bound to legal observances. But the Galatians, while not pretending to be so bound, imagined there was an < efficacy in them to merit a higher degree of perfection <Gal. 3:3>. This accounts for Paul not referring to the decree. He took higher ground. The natural mind loves outward fetters, and is apt to forge them for itself, to stand in lieu of holiness of heart. (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary).  Man, when in the flesh, likes to parade himself around and say...look what we are doing for God.......the Spirit of Christ was not only obedient, but humble in doing it.....and became the obedient servant...this is the example that we should follow.  Galatians 5:4, [Christ is become of no effect unto you]. It is vain for you to attempt to unite the two systems. You must have the law and no Christ, or Christ and no law, for your justification.  [Ye are fallen from grace.] From the Gospel. They had been brought into the grace of the Gospel; and now, by readopting the Mosaic ordinances, they had apostatized from the Gospel as a system of religion, and had lost the grace communicated to their souls, by which they were preserved in a state of salvation. The peace and love of God, received by Jesus Christ, could not remain in the hearts of those who had rejected Christ. They had, therefore, in every sense of the word, fallen from grace; and whether some of them ever rose again is more than we can tell. (from Adam Clarke Commentary).

<MrPicky> Rom 10:3-5, For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Who or what is the righteousness of God, in this age of grace?

<at-peace> Christ

<mizpah> Christ Jesus

<NowFaith> Christ

<MrPicky> 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 > Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Christ is our righteousness......ant other way of trying to obtain God's righteousness, would be one trying to sneak in the sheep-fold by a door other then Christ.  Has anyone here...ever taken the time to look at all that was required by the Law?

<mizpah> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> Yes... and i don't want to live by that law... would rather live by the law of faith.

<NowFaith> not all

<MrPicky> The first 5 books of the OT, set the basis for the Law...and anything there after established by the prophets became part of the Law.

<MrPicky> Who was the last prophet of the OT?

<NowFaith> Including John's baptism?

<NowFaith> John the Baptist.

<at-peace> Jesus Christ?

<MrPicky> And John set up the water baptism of repentance. John the Baptist is the last prophet of the OT.

<at-peace> ok

<MrPicky> Just as the priests washed themselves before going before the altar, john was showing the cleansing that was necessary before going before the Lord, and isn't it interesting that when John first saw Jesus Christ approaching...he did not say...behold my cousin.

<NowFaith> Because the Holy Spirit had not come yet to bring about the washing of regeneration?

<MrPicky> Or behold some great man. but rather, behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. Michie...yes, for until Christ Jesus paid the full price...man was still under and subject to all of the Law

So by Jesus of Nazareth, being obedient to do and fulfill all of the Law, and presenting this sacrifice to Father...we were removed from the curse of the Law.

<MrPicky> This will be a good place to close for today...and questions from today's study?

<NowFaith> Galatians 5:17 > For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<NowFaith> I think the biggest hinderance is that the church today does not view baptism, tithing and such as the law.  They only see the levitacal law as is laid out in the first five books of the OT and that is it.

<opentext> Without the Spirit of Christ in operation...how can they see these things...and that is exactly what Paul asks the Galatians.

<NowFaith> true

<at-peace> They try to mix the law of faith and the law of Moses together... which doesn't mix.

<opentext> Gal 3:2-3 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

<NowFaith> Charlene, right...which is clearly seen in Gal 5:7.

<opentext> Any time we revert to the Law...we have to return to the flesh.

<NowFaith> I liked that commentary that said they were trying to reach a higher perfection by trying to do both.

<opentext> And we know that those that are in the flesh cannot please God they try to mix the Law and faith...and the 2 do  not mix.   As many that are led by the Spirit of God..it  is those that are called the children of God,  so ach day, we have to choose whether we  want to be led by the Spirit of Christ, or to walk in the  flesh.

<NowFaith> no middle ground

<opentext> If we put ourselves under any part of the

 Law...we are then being led by the flesh, and are telling  Father that Christ died in vain...as we will see tomorrow. 

<at-peace> It's like mixing oil and water... Holy Spirit and water baptism... although we are to born of the womb and  born of the Spirit to enter into the kingdom of God

Father in His infinite wisdom, by His statement in John 3...shows us that a person has to be born of the flesh first, and then the Spirit to see and enter the kingdom of God...and thus eliminates clones from being

able to achieve that.
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<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that we can gather before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. Teach us this day Father, that which would enable us to grow closer to you, that which would cause us to be more like your Son Jesus Christ. Let us learn to forget all that is behind us, and reach forth for that which you have before us this day, with thankful hearts, and grateful lips we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord ...

<opentext> Ps 86:11-12, Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore. (KJV)

<opentext> the above verse says...teach me Thy ways O Lord........i will walk in thy truth........a very simple and humble prayer, yet, one that is hard for most, because they do not know what His Word of truth says....so they are quicker to walk after man, then to follow the Word.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul was having to deal with the Galatians because of the Jews that we teaching them that they had to do the Law in order to receive the grace of God

<opentext> what most fail to stop and hear, is that to live under even one small part of the Law, requires us to live under every aspect of the Law.  If the Law brings salvation...why did Jesus Christ have to die?

<at-peace> It would have made Christ of none effect.

<mizpah> The law didn't bring salvation...Jesus Christ came to fulfill the law so we could live under the law of faith.

<opentext> Exactly...if the Law would have brought salvation, then there would have been no need for Jesus Christ to die.....and we to this day would still then have to become Jews to be saved.  Paul in the above verse could have mentioned any part of the Law, and the verse would have read the same.  However, Paul mentioned circumcision, because this was the rite or the act that put the young Jew in subjection to all of the Law.  We many times fail to see and hear all that grace has made available to us, and because we listen to man instead of the Word....we actually look for ways to be put back under the law.  Have you ever stopped to think, how hard one has to work at it, to remove oneself from grace, and cause oneself to be put back under the Law?

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> How many of you, would walk up to the throne of God....and look Father in His eyes, and tell Him that you will not accept His plan of salvation??

<mizpah> not me

<shama> no 

<at-peace> not me.. no way!

<opentext> Yet, this is exactly what we do, when we put ourselves under the subjection of any part of the Law.  We tell Father that Jesus Christ was not able to redeem us from that portion of the curse of the Law.  That the grace afforded to us...is not able to topple that section of the Law.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

<opentext> If under one teeny tiny part of the Law....you are now subject to all of the Law....and FALLEN from grace.  Kind of shoots big holes in the once saved always saved theory also, since most that live under the Calvinistic doctrine...also live under the 10 commandments.  The gospel of Christ is simple, but we make it hard, because we side with men, not realizing that by doing that, we are taking sides against God.  How many have realized, that this is what some of the original apostles were doing....and Paul had to go and take Peter to task for this very thing??

<mizpah> They were still trying to see through the flesh and obtain salvation by works.

<NowFaithIs> You can see they were doing it in the beginning, in the book of acts. 

<opentext> Why is it that most do not see and hear this, when reading the Word of God?

<NowFaithIs> Because they don't understand that the apostles that walked with Jesus Christ knew Him after the flesh, they don't understand the mystery of the gospel.

<mizpah> Because physical works, we can do and feel like we have accomplished something toward our salvation.

<at-peace> They have not asked Father.

<mizpah> If not by works, then we have to develop our faith, and that takes studying the Word.

<at-peace> Through Jesus Christ to reveal and open His Word to them.

<opentext> All good answers.  If one has fallen from grace...what is there state?

<NowFaithIs> apostate?

<at-peace> spiritual death

<mizpah> If they are not under grace, aren't they back under the law?

<opentext> All good answers again...

<at-peace> Seven times worse than their first state.

<opentext> And if they are not under grace, but under the Law...how can the Spirit of truth be leading them anymore?

[05:21] <mizpah> It can't.

<opentext> Without the Spirit of God leading them....which direction are they headed?

<at-peace> It can't be.

<NowFaithIs> They are not listening to the Spirit, they have turned their back on Him...so He cannot.

<at-peace> the path of destruction

<mizpah> Away from the throne of God.

<at-peace> that leads to destruction

<mizpah> The expressway

<opentext> matt 7:13-14  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)

<opentext> So they are on the broad path that leads to destruction.....for anyone that lives under the Law.  We should be beginning to see how shrewd the devil really is, in his efforts to get the people to live under the Law.

Fr by living under the Law, they have fallen from grace, and are now being led by the wrong spirit.  This is why we study for Father's approval, not any man's.

<opentext> Galatians 5:4, [Christ is become of no effect unto you]. It is vain for you to attempt to unite the two systems. You must have the law and no Christ, or Christ and no law, for your justification.

<opentext> The message of God by Paul here is very plain, very simple...now...each of us has to make a choice each day which we will follow.

 [Ye are fallen from grace.] From the Gospel. They had been brought into the grace of the Gospel; and now, by readopting the Mosaic ordinances, they had apostatized from the Gospel as a system of religion, and had lost the grace communicated to their souls, by which they were preserved in a state of salvation. The peace and love of God, received by Jesus Christ, could not remain in the hearts of those who had rejected Christ. They had, therefore, in every sense of the word, fallen from grace; and whether some of them ever rose again is more than we can tell. (from Adam Clarke Commentary).

Have you ever noticed, that once a person has put themselves back under the Law...how hard it is to again get them to see their error, and to get them to return to grace??

<NowFaith> yes

<at-peace> yes

<NowFaith> They defend it.

<opentext> Exactly, because they have put more faith in what they have heard from man, then they have in what Father's Word plainly declares.  helen said...they let man's word go to their head, rather then Father's Word go to their heart.

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> Rom 10:3-5, For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. (KJV)

<opentext> We have a choice...to accept Father's righteousness...Christ....or to put ourselves back under the Law.

<NowFaith> 0/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaith> Since they are walking after the flesh, they are looking to the physical and putting more faith in that because they can no longer hear in the spiritual....they are worshipping man's doctrine.

<opentext> Without the spirit of Christ....there really is no faith, and without faith, it is impossible to please God....in essence they are following another gospel.

<opentext> Rom 9:31-33, But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. (KJV)

<opentext> It is the same stumblingstone for most today, as it was and is for the Jews....most leave out the power of God, and the power and wisdom of God is ________?

<at-peace> Christ

<NowFaith> Christ

<at-peace> 1st Cor 1:24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> I find it very interesting, that Father used the choice of words...stumblingstone...since it trips up most people...and they fall headlong down the broad path.

<opentext> Gal 2:21, I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> how many of you think that God's plan for salvation is in vain??

<mizpah> not me!

<shalom> no way

<shama> no

<at-peace> not me!!

<opentext> Rom 3:20-22, Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: (KJV)

<opentext> NO FLESH shall be justified by the Law.  Is Father plain enough there?

<mizpah> yep

<at-peace> Yes, no man shall be justified by the Law.

<opentext> This is why any time man tries to put us under any part of the Law....we need to go to Father's Word immediately if not sooner....and see what Father has to say, before we put any trust or faith in what man is trying to lead us into.

<opentext> How often do we do this though??

<mizpah> I do, now.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> The more of the Word we know, the more we will be able to see through the lies of the devil, and those thoughts and imaginations that try to exalt themselves against the knowledge of God.  It always amazes me, that you can show those that are under the Law....exactly what the Word says, and they will still argue and defend the teachings they have been following...even though one is able to show them in God's Word, what they have been set free from.

<mizpah> That is very true.

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> Rom 11:5-6, Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (KJV)

<opentext> People are looking for the big revival...and yet the Word constantly and consistently says a remnant.  We grade success by the size of the building, and the number of the people.  I can recall way early in the ministry something Father said to me.  He said that if everyone is doing it...i had better take a very close look at it.  Many are on the broad path....few...very few are seeking the truth of God's Word.

<NowFaith> Yet, most often ppl see everyone doing it and assume it must be right.

<opentext> How many of you still think that Paul was a preacher that was in a great demand to be called to teach?

<NowFaith> Never have thought that.

<shama> nope

<at-peace> not me

<mizpah> I don't think he had a real tight schedule.

<opentext> Heb 6:4-6, For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (KJV)

<opentext> Once we are or have returned to the bondage of the law...it is very hard to again be removed from the grips of it.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Yes, miz.

<mizpah> When it says impossible, that makes it seem like an unforgivable sin.

<opentext> It is forgivable...it is just that when they get to this state, they think they have all of the answers...and thus believe they are on the right path, and again here, we see Father's wisdom years before hand.  In the Calvinistic doctrine.....they are under the Law...and think that once they are saved...they cannot loose it. How impossible does it seem to remove one from this line of thinking??

<mizpah> They pretty much have to be diligently searching for the truth.

<at-peace> To the flesh it seems impossible... but all things are possible with God.

<opentext> good answers...because they think they have the truth...and see that they have nothing more to do to attain this gift...why should they give up anything that does not take anymore effort on their part?

<mizpah> Unless some part of them begins to listen to Father, and they become unpeaceful, they won't seek any further.

<NowFaith> How can they think they don't need to do anything and also be under the law at the same time?

<opentext> Correct....and this is why it seems impossible....as was the case with Duncan yesterday evening.  When one believes a lie....the rest of the lies are easy to buy in on.  Most then think that by tithing...they fulfill any and all obligations that they have...once one believes one lie...the rest are easy to pursue in the effort of self justification.

<mizpah> That's what it's all about in the buildings...self justification...  pay tithes, get baptized and you're saved forever!

<opentext> This is why people are church building hoppers...they jump around until they find one that is teaching what they want to hear.

<opentext> We will pick up here tomorrow.

<at-peace>  2nd Thessalonians 2:10-11 > And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: (KJV)

<opentext> Why does God say that He will send them strong delusion??

<at-peace> Because they have rejected Christ Jesus.

<opentext> But, why does God send them??

<NowFaith> Because they did not receive the love of the truth.

<at-peace> Because they are living under the Law.

<opentext> All good answers.

<NowFaith> They preferred and followed the false and ignored Father and His Word.

<at-peace> And don't know who Jesus Christ is.

<opentext> The point i was looking for...is that Father has to allow what we allow...and thus if we are asking and seeking lies and falsehoods, that He has to allow them to be sent...since He cannot deny what we ask for.

<at-peace> They have a zeal for God, but don't know who He really is.

<NowFaith> Yes, Father gives them what they love.

<opentext> Just as with Job...God did not want to see Job's children harmed...but Job's words tied Father's hands, and the devil came in like a flood.

<at-peace> He won't violate our free will.

<opentext> Exactly...

<NowFaith> If you don't love the truth, you must love the lie and embrace it...and your words must also follow suit --forming your world...by they words your either condemned or justified.

<opentext> I hope this study today, helped open this up a bit more....as sometimes I forget to teach on things that are automatic to me.

<at-peace> Yes it did... thank you.

<opentext> Many times once i teach on a verse...i think everyone sees all that i see and hear in that verse....so when ever you do not understand...please ask questions.

<mizpah> Yes, it was very informative.

<shama> I have a question...but will have to go afk in a little while for a few minutes.

<NowFaith> You know...it is so blatant...there are denominations that openly say that you have to do works to be saved (or live under the law)....then there are denominations that say that there is nothing you can do to be saved as far as works go ---yet, in the same breath will tell you that you need to tithe and you need to be baptized.  They cannot see their own contradiction.

<big_L> Tithing is a work?

<opentext> Yes...it is under the Law.
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<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that we can gather before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. Teach us this day Father, that which would enable us to grow closer to you, that which would cause us to be more like your Son Jesus Christ. Let us learn to forget all that is behind us, and reach forth for that which you have before us this day, with thankful hearts, and grateful lips we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord …

<opentext> Gal 5:3-4, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

<opentext> What we sometimes forget, is who was the Law given to...the Gentiles, or the Jews?

<mizpah> Jews

<shama> Jews

<at-peace> the Jews

<opentext> How many of you are Jewish?

<at-peace> not me 

<shama> no

<mizpah> <----- 0 Jewish

<opentext> Then if the Law was for the Jew, and you are not Jewish, what good will the Law do you?

<mizpah> not a thing!

<shama> no good

<at-peace> not any good

<opentext> If one will take the time to read Romans chapter 11, they are able to see, that we are grafted into the vine (Christ) apart from the Jew, which means apart from the Law, but since most only listen to and read what the preacher says, the people are never able to see the bondage that they are being brought into and under.  It is again back to the baby on the bottle.....they eat whatever is given to them in the bottle, and because they study for man's approval instead of God's, eventually what is in the bottle will kill them, since they are slowly being poisoned.

<opentext> Heb 10:38-39, Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. (KJV)


<opentext> We are saved by grace......through.....faith.  We can only be justified by faith.........so what happens when we try to live under the Law?

<mizpah> We fall from grace and we no longer have faith.

<at-peace> We have fallen from grace and are subject to all of the law.

<opentext> Rom 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. (KJV)

<opentext> Now how many would believe that Paul was a man of God?


<mizpah> He certainly was.


<shama> I do


<at-peace> i do very much so


<opentext> Ok....so unless one is in agreement with what he taught.....where will we be operating?

<mizpah> Under the law, without grace.

<opentext> > Therefore I, Paul conclude that a man is  justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  If we are under the Law...then we would have to translate that verse as i just did....we can not use the we in there…just as we will have to in most places in the epistles.

<opentext> Heb 12:15, Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; (KJV)

<opentext> so when we fall from grace.....usually we take someone else with us, because they were watching our example....and we have now by our example led someone else astray.  The majority of the time, when we turn from grace, it is for selfish reasons, and when one is being selfish, they have only their own interests at heart.

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:20-22, For if after they have escaped the pollution of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. What could you ever do, to deserve what Father asked His Son Jesus Christ to do?

<mizpah> nothing

<shama> nothing at all

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> So then if it is only by grace then that we are saved....why do we think that we can be justified by the Law?

<mizpah> I know ... now ... that i can't.

<opentext> Titus 3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (KJV)


<opentext> That being justified by his grace, In my Bible...i can not find one place in the epistles that says that we are under the Law, let alone justified by it, and i thought that God's Word was the final authority?

<at-peace> His grace is sufficient

<mizpah> ditto

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:17-18, Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<at-peace> It is... His Word is settled in heaven and can not be changed one jot nor tittle.


<opentext> Grow in grace.......how can one grow in grace....unless they have been removed from the Law....since grace is unmerited favor.


<mizpah> One can't.

<at-peace> they wouldn't be able to

<shama> nope

<opentext> So then, by thinking that we can by works, (the Law), obtain favor from God.  We have went about to establish our own righteousness,

and is there any righteousness apart from Christ

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> And did we not already conclude, that there is nothing on our own that we can do to merit Christ.

<mizpah> yep

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yeah

<opentext> So if it is by grace that we are saved through faith....then we can plainly see that it is totally separate from the Law.

<opentext> Acts 13:43, Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Acts 15:24-26, Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment: It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Note what Luke writes, that there were many going out and subverting the hearers...by teaching the Law.

<opentext> Rom 4:14-16, For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (KJV)

<opentext> For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and if there is no faith...why are we living as Christians, for we have to become Jews then, since the Law is for the Jew.

Anyone that wants to live under the Law....will have that wish shortly in the future, when the Church is removed, and the 70th week of Daniel's tribulation for the Jew starts, for the Law will then be in order again.

<opentext> Rom 5:1-2, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (KJV)

<opentext> We have access by faith...into His grace.....no mention of Law there.

<opentext> Gal 2:16, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> Knowing that a man is not justified  by the works of the law,  by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, it is by faith...according to God's Word.....not by the Law as many teach...who are you going to believe...God or some mere man?

<mizpah> My Father!


<at-peace> God


<shama> God


<at-peace> yes,,, My Father!


<opentext> For by the works of the law shall no flesh be  justified. 


so if by the Law...NO flesh shall be justified...what will be the end of them that are now living the Law??

<at-peace> destruction

<mizpah> They won't be justified, and they no man can live under the law, so...they will be destroyed.

<at-peace> They will not be living eternally with Father.

<opentext> Rom 8:8-9 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)

<opentext> So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

and if they cannot please God......do you really think He will invite them into His kingdom?

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

] <opentext> It always amazes me how clear the Bible is on this subject, and yet we will listen to man before God....why is this??

<mizpah> It's man trying to control his own life.

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> The difficulty is understanding where the law ended...... when you read things like the Eunuch being baptized.

<opentext> In the NT we are able to see many mistakes being made by the early church...this is why Father tells us that we need to rightly divide the Word of truth.  The OT ended at the day of Pentecost...and from then on till the Church is removed...we are under grace

<shama> ok

<opentext> What we have to remember, is that the NT is instruction for the spiritual man...not the physical.  If we read it for the physical, then we will put ourselves under the Law.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> If we read it for the spiritual instruction that it is, then we have to live by grace through faith.  Now we just saw that the Word says that those that are in the flesh cannot please God...so with that in mind...now hear what Paul is showing us in this next verse.

<opentext> Gal 3:3, Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> In the previous verse...he asked them who had cast a spell on them.....to remove them from the spiritual truth...and lead them back to living in the flesh...or in plain words...UNDER THE LAW!!!

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:5-9, Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm. But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient.  Note what Paul says about those that teach the Law...they don't know what they say...nor understand what they are putting themselves into agreement with.  If we are in Christ, we have His righteousness, correct?

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<opentext> Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, so if the Law is not made for you, why would you want to remove yourself from His grace, and His righteousness, just so you can follow teachers that have not the slightest idea of what salvation is about??

<mizpah> I sure won't do that!

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Rom 3:27-28 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

(KJV)

<opentext> So you have a choice....to live under the Law of the OT, or the Law of faith.....the fence cannot be straddled here....we have to choose!

<at-peace> how can two walk together lest they be agreed

<opentext> Amos 3:3

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. (KJV)

<opentext> So this concludes our brief study on the Law of the OT versus the Law of faith...any questions??

<mizpah> veeeerrrry good!

<shama> yes i do

<at-peace> yup, yup, yup!

<opentext> sure steph

<shama> Gal 6:15 Can you explain it, please, cuz it makes it sound like it doesn't matter which you do?

<opentext> What Paul is saying there...is that if whatever you had done under the Law....it is all behind you...and not to be concerned about what one had done in ignorance.  Forget those things that are behind...and press forward...not looking back.

<shama> wow ...thanks

<opentext> One other way we can also look at and hear...is that there is neither Jew nor Greek....since grace is available to all.

<shama> ok thank you

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

