Bible study for 3 September, 1998

<opentext> Charlene, would you like to open in prayer this morning?

<at-peace> Sure. Father we come before you this day through your Son ,our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Father we ask that you will open up your Word to each of those who have ears to hear and we are ever so thankful Father for all that you have done for us and all that you have yet in store for us this day. Father we give you and you alone all the

praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through your Son Jesus Christ…

<opentext> For the last few weeks we have been going over the book of Galatians, and are observing a people that were very easily moved by peer pressure. All of us are at times also moved by peer pressure, for we do things out of reaction so as not to offend people. Yet...how often we are moved to not offend people, do we end up offending God?

<mizpah> Often.

<shama> Most times.

<at-peace> Often.

<stowe^> Every time we prefer people over being obedient to Father.

<opentext> In those days, when you were ignorant of God, you were in servitude to gods who are really not gods at all; but now that you know God…or rather, are known by God…how is it you are turning back again to the weakness and poverty of the elemental spirits? Why do you want to be enslaved all over again by them? You observe days and months and festal seasons and years! Why, you make me afraid I have spent my labour on you for nothing! Gal. 4:8-11

<opentext> That is the Moffatt translation of the verses that we covered yesterday, and i like the way he opens up those verses a bit more for us. How is it you are turning back again to the weakness and poverty of the elemental spirits? What would you consider elemental spirits?

<helpmate> Worldly knowledge and practices.

<at-peace> Satan and his workers... those in this world.

<opentext> Good...anything else.

<stowe^> Our carnal desires.

<mizpah> Fear.

<stowe^> Anything that enslaved us.

<helpmate> We start to worship those rather than Father.

<opentext> Very good answers. Father created all things and saw that they were good.

<at-peace> Anything that would take our focus off of Father.

<opentext> When we are seeking Father, and He is our source...nothing wrong with these things. It is when we seek these things above and before God that we get in trouble.

Money is a means of exchange here on this earth...yet what happens when money becomes a goal ahead of God?

<stowe^> It becomes the root of all evil ... the love of. money

<shama> It’s the root of evil.

<helpmate> The root of *all* evil.

<at-peace> The love of money is the root of all evil.

<mizpah> Then we quit growing.

<opentext> Very good...it perverts are very way of thinking...and ends up corrupting good morals. You observe days and months and festal seasons and years! What day is today???

<helpmate> Every day should be the Lord's day.

<stowe^> This is the day the Lord has made.

<now_faith> This is the day that the Lord has made.

<helpmate> This is the day the Lord has made....we will rejoice and be glad in it.

<at-peace> ditto.

<opentext> What about yesterday?

<helpmate> It is behind.

<stowe^> It is past .. forgotten.

<helpmate> Can't change it.

<mizpah> The past.

<opentext> Forgetting those things that are behind...and pressing forth------->What about tomorrow???

<at-peace> It is not yet cast into the oven.

<stowe^> May never come .. tomorrow.

<helpmate> Has not yet arrived....it will take care of itself.

<shama> We are not to worry about tomorrow.

<opentext> Very good answers. So if we are living in yesterday, is our focus on Father?

<helpmate> no

<stowe^> no

<NewSong> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<now_faith> no

<helpmate> Away from, cause we turned back.

<opentext> If we are looking to tomorrow, and forgetting what Father has asked of us today, is our focus on Father??

<helpmate> no

<NewSong> no

<stowe^> nope

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<mizpah> no

<opentext> Today is the day of our salvation....this is the day the Lord has made for us....and we need to serve Him with all of our being today!!! There is no day more special to Father than this day.....a day to grow closer to Him through His Word by the power of the Holy Spirit, that is given to each and every person that has believed in Christ Jesus. So how and why is it then, that we get caught up in the wealth of this world, and/or we get caught up in celebrating days as being more special than one another??

<now_faith> Because that is what everyone else around us is doing, and when we don't stay focused on Father and His Word, we too get caught up in what the crowd is doing.

<opentext> Do we become as the Galatians, that we began in the Spirit, and now assume that we are made perfect by the flesh and its wants and desires??

<now_faith> I think for many, they don't feel that getting caught up in the things of the flesh for "just a day" will hurt anything.

<at-peace> But it does.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<at-peace> It hurts Father, and ourselves.

<opentext> Each day, when faced with decisions...each of us have to ask Father what He wants of us, the individual.

<opentext> How many would want to have to live by what Father expects of me???

<helpmate> Don't know of any.

<stowe^> It would be a joy to come to that place of maturity ... but for now .. no thanks .

<now_faith> Doing all I can through Christ just to live up to what Father expects of me, thankyouverymuch!

<shama> Not me.

<at-peace> Not at this time, only if Father asked me to.

<mizpah> I'd like to have that knowledge and maturity.

<at-peace> Yes would joyfully like to have the maturity, and confidence.

<opentext> So then, each of us has to learn to be content in whatever state we are in, and yet hungry enough to ask Father for more insights....always wanting to grow more.

<helpmate> Yes.

<stowe^> Yes!

<now_faith> Seeing as Father sees ourselves, with that maturity and knowledge and seeking to see it manifest in our lives.

<opentext> What most people fail to see and hear is this...if you have done all that Father has asked of you...you are at the same place of maturity as everyone else...because you have utilized all that He has made available to you.

<now_faith> Amen.

<opentext> If we are constantly gauging ourselves by where others are at...we are looking to tomorrow.

<opentext> Phil 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)

<opentext> Being content...means independent of the external circumstances.... 

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> Yes cheryl?

<stowe^> What about the scripture that talks about "seeing things that are not as if they were?" cheryl paraphrase.

<opentext> ahhh...the rose colored glasses...learning to see through Father's eyes.

<now_faith> Seeing as Father sees, the complete (ye are complete in Him) work.

<opentext> Heb 11:3 So that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.(KJV)

<stowe^> So to see what Father sees, but to be content at where He has us at this time.

<at-peace> Learning to be confident, that Father will complete the good work he has begun in each of us. 

<opentext> Good answers.

<now_faith> Content that you have done all to stand this day, that you have done all that Father has asked of you this day (no more, no less).

<opentext> Yes...if we are independent of the external circumstances...that means from the celebration of days...to other people around us, that we are focused on what Father has for us this day....and are not swayed by any man or his ideas.

<now_faith> o/

<opentext> Yes michie.

<now_faith> There are situations where we have to participate in certain holidays and celebrations as to not cause an area of offense to a young Christian or an unbeliever, but if we do it as unto the Lord and do not do it for the purpose as that person is, then we have done what He has asked of us not the world.

<opentext> Correct. Not getting caught up in it...but as you said...doing what Father has asked of you.

<now_faith> This is why we have to seek Father on what He would have us (as individuals) to do like you said.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> What Father asks and expects out of me, is not what He asks or expects out of everyone else. If one tries to imitate the person, rather than the Word, they are apt to be held accountable to the same standards as the person they are trying to imitate.

<now_faith> Then you have become a servant to man, no?

<opentext> This is why we do all things unto the Lord, with what He has asked of us, not what He has asked of someone else.

<opentext> michie...yes...than you would be serving the elemental spirits, rather than the Creator.

<now_faith> ok

<stowe^> But Paul said to imitate him, as he imitated the Lord .

<at-peace> To be an example of the believers.

<stowe^> So again it is the heart issue, no?

<opentext> Yes cheryl....and how many men do you know that can truly make that statement??

<stowe^> ummm .... one :-)

<opentext> Hopefully one day i will be able to make that statement also.

<now_faith> To follow Paul in how he followed the Lord, not to imitate where Father expected him to be, right?

<opentext> It is always an issue with the heart...not the head and feelings. Correct michie. Following the example of the Word that he set and lived.....an example of the believer.

Having the answer....of what Father asked of him.....and sharing that answer with any that asked of the hope within him.

<stowe^> exactly, and isn't that why the Bible encourages the mature to mentor the younger Christian?

<opentext> Yes...we that are strong...ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.

<now_faith> And we as the younger Christian are to be aware that there are even younger Christians looking to us as examples too, so we are also without excuse.

<opentext> Correct michie.

<now_faith> For the edification of the saints...till we all come to the unity of the faith.

<opentext> As we grow in the Word....each of us has learned to release more of that gift that we have within us....the more of the Word we know, the more we are able to share that wealth of wisdom and knowledge of God that we have developed within us.

<opentext> Col 2:2-3, unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Yes miz.

<mizpah> Having a full understanding? Is that different than having knowledge and wisdom?

<opentext> In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. In Christ, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge........it is as we seek God through Christ Jesus, that we see more of all that we have acquired. Being confident of that which Father has opened to us...not letting any person talk us out of that which Father has shown us.

<nfi> Is it that unction from the Holy One to know all things, that same treasure of wisdom and knowledge that is in us in the gift of Christ? And as we grow and His Word becomes real in our hearts that it becomes full understanding?

<opentext> The full assurance of our understanding.

<nfi> oooh ok

<opentext> When we are where we are supposed to be...we know that if Father sends the Son...we are out of here...that is assurance.

<at-peace> The confidence in our heart.

<opentext> Exactly charlene.

<nfi> yes!

<mizpah> So, a full understanding is confidence?

<opentext> A full assurance in the understanding that Father has opened to us is confidence. We so often lean to our own understanding, rather then hearing Father's wisdom and counsel. We try to work things out on our own, so we can show Father how smart we are.

<at-peace> When we do that we become foolish to Father.

<nfi> Professing yourself to be wise...ye become a fool.

<at-peace> When we try to show Father how smart we are.

<opentext> Today...this day....let us allow the Light of Jesus Christ shine through us, that we may be that example of the believers that Father has asked of **you** Very good study today...excellent questions and very good answers....thank you for the great

participation today. Any questions from today?

<nfi> Thank you for being the vessel for Father's use!

<at-peace> Thank you for your faithfulness to Father and His Word.

<Dale> Thank You.

<nfi> We have that full assurance when we come the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, when we acknowledge Christ as the power of God in our lives, when we lean not on our own understanding but on the wisdom and knowledge of God (Christ), right?

<opentext> Correct michie.

<Dale> Some times we for get to be what Father has made us , and not try to be some one we are not.

<nfi> That is so neat, and I can truly see that, because I don't have the assurance when I haven't heard Father all the way, or if I have leaned on my own strength and wisdom, but I sure am confident and assured when it is Him working through me.

<stowe^> Sometimes I find I get myself in trouble when I have some understanding of things, and try to share it ...but then realize I don't have a full understanding.

<opentext> Exactly dale.....being content with the person that Father has made us to be.

<mizpah> So, is it confidence that we know these things or confident that we are acting at the maturity level that Father thinks we should be?

that Father thinks we should be?

<at-peace> Me too, cher.

<opentext> It is crucial for us to hear Father all of the way through, before we try to share it.

<nfi> Otherwise we can end up with a size 10 in our mouths!

<at-peace> lol

<nfi> <--been there!

<Dale> That is so true, oh how much that gets me in trouble some times.

<opentext> miz....exactly....operating where Father has us at...not where we think we should be, or someone else thinks that we should be.

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> I used to wear a size 10, but from chewing on it so often...now wear a size 9 ½.

<at-peace> lol

<stowe^> lol larry

<Dale> lol

<nfi> larry, you made such a great point about being confident and assured when we have done all that Father has asked of *us* this day, that we ARE at the same maturity as others because we can do no more or less than Father is asking of us and that is the maturity level we need to be at each day.

<opentext> :-)

<nfi> When we see and understand that, we also see with Father's eyes----the completed work that we ARE complete in Him.

<mizpah> How do we know where we should be in our maturity with Father?

<nfi> I think of Alex, if he tried to operate where Jimmy is....he would have a lot of injury...as he needs to learn to walk, talk, crawl, eat table food....etc. But, if he does

what he is capable of doing at his age, then he will do it well the more he practices it.

<opentext> Each day seeking His peace in the heart...that keeps the mind at rest.

<nfi> Phil 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (KJV)

stowe^> That really is the key isn't it ... the peace in our hearts ... felt that so many times yesterday ... when anxiety would start to rise, would take the time to stop and see what was making me anxious, and then wait for the peace to return.

<opentext> Monday we will start at Gal 4:12.

nfi> larry, just wanted to share something in regard to holidays...

<opentext> Sure michie

<nfi> I cannot operate where you or anyone else is because we have unique circumstances. This I have learned a lot over the last two years, because Rick WAS an unbeliever and didn't yet know why I didn't want to participate in those things, if I had made a stink about it and refused to take part, he would have been so offended and turned off from "my faith" that he might not ever seen the need to accept Jesus Christ. Being in Christ is not a list of what I cannot do, but what I can do through Christ, it is about learning how to do all that we do as unto the Lord.

<opentext> Each of us has to do what Father asks of us...not what we see someone else doing.

<nfi> Those verses about if a man eat something as unto the Lord or if he doesn't eat something as unto the Lord, the *as unto the Lord* is what is the key, for each of us, isn't it.

<opentext> Yes...and as Phil 4:11 says...be independent of the external circumstances.

<nfi> And in no way cause offense to others, in nothing that the ministry might be blamed.

<mizpah> It is so difficult to ignore what we see, and see in the spiritual, though.

<opentext> Exactly. miz...it is learning to see all things according to the Word....not what the external says. If Father went by what He saw in the physical...we would all be cinder crisps.

<mizpah> It's like being as blind as the man that Jesus Christ healed, then.

<nfi> I have to ignore those things every year starting in the end of October, and if I don't remain in the Spirit, I get reeeeal grouchy!!

<opentext> Blind to the things of the world...but able to see by the Spirit.

<stowe^> lol can relate to that michie :-)

