Bible study for 2 September 

<opentext> michie...would you like to open in prayer?

<now-faith> sure. Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning/evening through your Son Jesus Christ. Father we thank you for your Word that is settled in heaven and on earth, we thank you for your Word that will go forth this morning and bring life to all that will have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying. Father help us to stay attentive and attuned to all that you have in store for us this day...with all the praise, honor and glory to you alone through your precious Son, Jesus Christ..

<opentext> Gal 4:6-7 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The adoption as children of God...joint-heirs with Christ Jesus.

<opentext> John 15:15-16 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

<opentext> here the Lord called the disciples no longer servants...but friends...why is this?

<helpmate> They couldn't be brothers yet because the price had not yet been paid.

<stowe^> Because friends know something about the family ... but not all the intimate details .. they are privy to some information ... while servants aren't.

<opentext> good answers....anything else?

<now-faith> Because a servant doesn't know what his lord is doing, they had been told of the work of the Lord. He called the friends and not brethren because they were not born again of the Spirit.

<opentext> They were not yet born-again....they could not yet be part of the family. 

<mizpah> Was it because they couldn't actually be saved till the Holy Spirit came down? That is when they became family?

<opentext> They could have died in faith, but not received the inheritance till Jesus Christ had paid the price in full.....there has to be a death, for the will to be in force.

<opentext> Heb 9:16-17 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. (KJV)

<now-faith> The will and testament or new testament = God's will?

<opentext> Yes....that is God's will for each and every person that will hear and obey His Word...the testament of His Son.

<opentext> Gal 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> Before Jesus Christ was Lord of our lives....we served everything else as our gods.

<mizpah> yep

<opentext> Gal 4:8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods. (KJV)

<opentext> We looked to our jobs....the government...or what have you as our source for providing for us. Even as Christians...don't we at times forget to acknowledge Father as our source?

<stowe^> Yes, 1 Cor 7:23 couldn't state it any clearer.

<nfi> Yes, we do.

<stowe^> yes, I know I sometimes do

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:23-24 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. (KJV)

<opentext> Unless we keep our minds renewed by the Word...it is quite easy to forget or neglect Father.

<stowe^> Puts a whole new understanding on what does my salvation mean to me?

<opentext> Yes, Cheryl...it shows us how and why we need to always keep Father present in our heart and mind. 

<stowe^> Guess how far I got in the newsletter last night :-)

<opentext> Or as miz would say...keeping on the rose colored glasses. lol...not very far.

<mizpah> I gotta get them first.

<opentext> We all have them...it is a matter of learning to use them.Learning to see and hear Father in all that is around us.

<mizpah> I know...you have to read the Instruction Manuel.

<opentext> It is simple as what does one see when they look at a kernel of corn?

<helpmate> A whole corn field.

<stowe^> A field ready for harvest.

<mizpah> Right...i can say i see that, now.

<helpmate> And what you can do with all that corn.

<opentext> Most people would say they would see starvation....or a very poor crop...but we have to learn to see through Father's eyes.

<stowe^> Sort of like what does one see .. when we see "one more" come to Christ? do we see what Father sees in them?

<opentext> We have been given the seed of life, and with that we are able to share the Word of life with each and every person that asks of the hope that is within us. Exactly Cheryl.

<mizpah> He sees the completed work, and we see a work began.

<nfi> We are joint-heirs to the inheritance of all that was made available to Jesus of Nazareth.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Gal 4:8-9 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? (KJV)

<opentext> And how often do we return to the weak and beggarly elements?

<nfi> Every time we begin to operate in the flesh.

<mizpah> Pretty often, sometimes.

<stowe^> Weak = powerless to produce results?

<opentext> Anytime we forget Father as our source...we are returning there.

<helpmate> When ever we do not spend enough time in the Word.

<opentext> def for weak....

    1.. astuteness (as-then-ace');from 1 (as a negative particle) and the base of 4599; 

strengthless (in various applications, literal, figurative and moral):KJV-- more feeble, impotent, sick, without strength, weak (-er, -ness, thing).

<nfi> Spiritually sick, feeble, impotent.

<opentext> def for beggarly....

4434 ptochos-1) reduced to beggary, begging, asking alms2) destitute of wealth, influence, position, honor a) lowly, afflicted, destitute of the Christian virtues and eternal richesb) helpless, powerless to accomplish anend c) poor, needy 3) lacking in anything, as respects their spirit;destitute of wealth of learning and intellectual culture which the schools afford (men of this class most readily give themselves up to Christ's teaching and proved them selves fitted to lay hold of the heavenly treasure)

<stowe^> Destitute of wealth ... no inheritance.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Gal 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? (KJV)

<opentext> If we turn from.....we are no longer focused on the mark of the prize.

<helpmate> We are no longer heading toward.

<nfi> He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings according to His riches in heavenly places....when we don't look to Him for the source of that, we have turned in the other direction to that which will make us destitute,powerless, helpless.

<opentext> Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. (KJV)

<stowe^> Paul is saying they have turned from grace and back to the law ... which is powerless ....?

<opentext> Yes cheryl....turned back to their old way of life, their old way of doing things. How turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements , whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Each and every day...it is our choice what we do with our life.

<nfi> Jer 5:31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? (KJV)

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment

delivered unto them. (KJV)

<opentext> His Word is truth.....it is the truth that sets us free from these bondages.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Yes miz.

<mizpah> So, this is saying they are turning from the spirit to walk in the flesh, with traditions of men, baptism, tithing, etc.?

<opentext> Yes...whatever it maybe, that puts them back under the bondages that Christ Jesus had set them free from.

<nfi> Oh, so it could be anything that is a desire of the flesh then?

<opentext> Yes...anything that would remove one from the grace of God.

<nfi> aah ok

<opentext> Gal 4:10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. (KJV)

<opentext> Each and every day is the Lord's day.....each day we should live to the glory of God through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> What if it was only one day a week people could get saved...how much smaller would the number become? Or one day a month...or year??

<mizpah> It would be a lot smaller.

nfi> Very small.

<helpmate> Exceedingly few.

<opentext> Ps 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (KJV)

<helpmate> This is the day.....today. Now faith.

<opentext> This day...today...Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of my life...and because of that i can, and will rejoice in it.

<nfi> Rejoicing and being glad that we are saved from this *present* evil world, today.

<opentext> Who is providing for you today??? a job? your husband?? Or is it the Lord, our provider??

<helpmate> Father is.

<nfi> Father is my source.

<mizpah> Father.

<opentext> So each day...we need to remember who our source is...not just once a week...or several times a year...but each day.

<nfi> 2 Cor 6:2 Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.

<opentext> Gal 4:9-11 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> Here just a year or so after Paul had ministered to them....they have reverted to their old way of life...returned to what their culture said they should do. This is the peer pressures that we will get....people trying to get us to follow the crowd, rather

than the Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; (KJV)

Phil 3:17-18 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 4:11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. 

(KJV)

<opentext> Afraid = alarmed....taken back by.

<opentext> Paul was amazed, that they could be moved away from the truth so soon. Unless we continue in the Word each day...how will we be able to withstand the attacks of the evil one?

<stowe^> We won't be able to.

<opentext> holding fast our profession of faith...without wavering!! Rooted and grounded in the Word. A tree...planted by the living waters....we shall not be moved.

<nfi> Submit yourselves therefore before God, resist the devil and he will flee.

<opentext> Heb 13:9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. (KJV)

<opentext> For by grace...are **you** saved through faith...and that not of yourselves, it is ***the gift*** of God.

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> This day, today....hold fast your profession of **the faith**, be grounded and settled in the Word of truth, that will cause you to triumph always in Christ Jesus....this is your inheritance today!!! Any questions from today?? Or anything to share??

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Yes, miz.

<stowe^> larry been puzzling over Luke 9:62 ... is Christ talking about anyone who is continually looking back?

<stowe^> Go ahead, miz.

<mizpah> When i was in Oklahoma, i was going to buy a house, and the verse about weak and beggarly elements came to me. But, what does it mean by know by God?

<opentext> miz....the way that i hear that verse...is that i never want to be caught in the state or position of looking back....i want to keep my focus on the prize.

<opentext> Sorry...cheryl.

<stowe^> Okay .. thanks.

<opentext> miz...God knows all of His creation....so he knows all the children of the earth...so all are known by God...but not all are a part of the family.

<opentext> cheryl...what happens when randy is ploughing...and looks behind more than ahead?

<helpmate> Remember what happened to Lot's wife when she looked back?

<opentext> Good point helen...she was more interested in what she thought she was losing, than her life that she was gaining.

<stowe^> He starts zig zagging and gets off the straight path he is trying to keep.

<helpmate> She was no longer able to go forward.

<stowe^> Yes helen .. that's what made me think of it ... and the times I looked back.

<opentext> cheryl...exactly....and so when we are looking back...it is easy then to stray off of the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.

<helpmate> If we look back too many times...we can get really dizzy.

<stowe^> Okay, I'm understanding it now.

<opentext> When i am driving...if i am looking off to much...the car starts to swerve, and unless i set my focus again...i will end up in the ditch...same thing. And some of our roads out here are pretty narrow.

<stowe^> lol larry ... was thinking about the time Randy had me driving the combine ... everyone knew it had to be me and not Randy, because of the trail of straw being so zig zagged ... Father was reminding me that is how we can be with the Word to ... we may know the equipment ... but not have the wisdom and understanding to use it properly ... that takes time and experience. Randy can run the equipment, almost as if it is a part or an extension of him. I operate it as if it is an unwieldy tool.

<opentext> And that is the way we get as we learn the Word...it becomes a real way of life...not just something we do once or twice a week. The Word becomes a part of us, as we become a part of the body of Christ.

<stowe^> Yes.

