<opentext> Father, we thank-you for this day as we come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. Father we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide as we journey this day through your Word. As we go through this day, let us be always mindful of Father, and the grace and truth that He as given us to sustain us

 through this day.  

<opentext> Gal 4:21-23, Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the

 freewoman was by promise. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to think back to the start of chapter 3….you are made perfect or complete by the Spirit, but now you choose to walk after the flesh. To return to the law, is to tell God that His Spirit is not capable of keeping us from falling victim to the weaknesses of the  flesh. That His Son Jesus Christ died in vain, and that we cannot follow the example that He set for us. I also find it interesting, in the words Paul uses

 here....you that ​desire.    How many here...really desire to be under the law?

<helpmate> not me

<at-peace> not me

<mizpah> not me

<opentext> For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. How many times, when we hear a promise from God, and we do not see the results right away, do we too try to take matters into our own hands, and help out God?

<mizpah> often

<at-peace> Often, because we become impatient

<mizpah> sorry

<opentext> Don't we also at times, try to explain to God how the timing should be, according to our reasoning?

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> yes, we do sometimes

<mizpah> not exactly like that, but questioning Him

<opentext> Paul here draws a comparison between Isaac and Ishmael, and the differences between the two. Those that are after the flesh, do mind the things of the flesh.

<opentext> Rom 8:5-8, For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity

 against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times we forget, that to be carnally minded...is death. And yet how often does Paul refer to and talk about milk or carnal Christians?

<helpmate> a lot

<helpmate> too often

<at-peace> often

<stowe^> a whole lot

<mizpah> a bunch

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-3  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
<opentext> 2
I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
 (KJV)

<opentext> And just as in Galatians in the 3rd chapter...where Paul asks them why they began in the Spirit, and now think they are made perfect by the flesh. In Hebrews chapter 5....he says they had need of milk again, because they had become dull of hearing. Envying...division...and strife...characteristics of what happens when people walk in the flesh...or carnally.  

<opentext> Gal 4:24-28  Which things are an allegory: for these are the two

 covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.


For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.
But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.  For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. (KJV)

<opentext> Also note here, the ​desolate hath many more children ​than she which hath an husband.



<at-peace> Broad is the gate, and wide is the path that leads to destruction and many be there.

<opentext> That go in that way....

<helpmate> 2 Cor 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of

 God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we

 in Christ. (KJV)

<stowe^> nope :-)

<opentext> Gal 4:29  But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted

 him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
(KJV)

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Those that are after or serving the flesh...will persecute those that are serving Father through the Spirit.

<opentext> John 15:20-21  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant

 is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.   (KJV)

<opentext> Many think and perceive that serving God here is going

 to be an easy walk.

<opentext> Ezek 3:7
But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.
 (KJV)

<blessed> Not at all, just contemplating..

<opentext> We often times forget, that Israel is God's chosen people...and yet the majority of them did not want to do that which God asked of them. It is no different now in the church age.... most are more concerned with building up a kingdom here.  

<opentext> John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not

 so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.   (KJV)

<at-peace> Most forget that His kingdom is not of this world.

<opentext> Exactly. Most figure what they acquire or do physically here...is what is going to determine their reward.  It is what is done spiritually, for the kingdom of God, that will determine what our reward is.

<at-peace> But what it will come down to in the end is did we know His Son and does His Son know who we are.

<opentext> Correct charlene.....whether we are of the promise or not.  We often times forget the persecution that Paul went through, to reach one more with the gospel message

How many get upset or irritated when they are persecuted for sharing that which Father shows you in the Word?

<helpmate> Irritated when they ask, and then don't listen.

<at-peace> Not upset, it hurts more to know that they are rejecting Father... and we sometimes take it personal, instead of remembering to count it as joy.

<opentext> We often forget how many were still waiting at the day of Pentecost for the promise of God, after 3 1/2 years of Jesus Christ's ministry here on the earth.

<helpmate> not many

<opentext> about 120

<at-peace> about 120

<opentext> Gal 4:28-29  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of

 promise. But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
 (KJV)

<opentext> ​even so it is now!!!​

opentext> 2 Pet 2:19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.


 (KJV)

<opentext> This is why we have to become rooted and grounded in the Word of truth.

We have to know the Word for ourselves.  It is impossible to be people pleasers, and please God at the same time, yet, this is what many try to do.

<opentext> 2 Tim 1:13-14  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast

 heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 3:6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house

 are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope

 firm unto the end.   (KJV)

<at-peace> Hold fast the form of sound words.  Father's Word is settled in heaven.

<helpmate> It has to become grounded and settled in us.

<opentext> Exactly...the only way we can hold fast to that Word which is settled in heaven...is by being seated in heavenly places in Christ.  Good answers. We have to have confidence in Father and His Word....we have to trust it...above anything else this world has to offer.  

<opentext> Heb 10:23-24  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without

 wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
 (KJV)

<opentext> Many people provoke....but not unto love and good works according to Father's standards.

<opentext> Gal 4:30
Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. (KJV)

<opentext> The promise to Abraham was of _____?

<at-peace> faith

<helpmate> faith

<opentext> So, those that are not operating in faith will receive what?

<helpmate> death

<stowe^> death

<at-peace> bondage unto death

<opentext> Yes...the second death.....for without faith it is impossible to please God.

<helpmate> physical death and spiritual death

<opentext> Correct.  This day, we have to choose whether we will walk under grace or bondage....for we are saved by grace through faith.

<opentext> Gal 4:30-5:1  Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the

 bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.  So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.


<opentext> CHAPTER 5

<opentext>  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> We will start with these verses tomorrow.  Any questions from today?

<at-peace> I think i have asked this before, but don't remember,  what does allegory mean?

<opentext> 238  allegoreo-

<opentext> to speak allegorically or in a figure

<at-peace> k, thanks

<opentext> An analogy.

<at-peace> ahhh, much better understanding now :-)

<opentext> :-)

