<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this day, that we may be fed by your Living Word, that will enable us to be the stronger, and more capable servants for the work of your kingdom. We thank you Father that you gave to us, your Son Jesus Christ, that as many that would believe and act upon His name, would live forever with you. We give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 4: 16, Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? (KJV)

<opentext> His Word is truth....and yet, how often do people get mad and irritated with us when we share with them the truth?

<stowe^> Quite often because they have already accepted the lies and it clashes with their beliefs.

<helpmate> Often...because the Words convicts them.

<mizpah> Depends on whether they want to hear it or not.

<at-peace> Often, but most get very uncomfortable around us.

<blessed> It shows who is seeking, though.

<opentext> And yet, it is only the truth that can set one free!! It is only by continuing in the truth, that we can maintain that freedom ....there is liberty in Christ Jesus. 

<helpmate> You can't just hear it, though; you have to know it and believe it.

<opentext> We have to act upon His Word...it has to become a daily way of life.

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15, And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

<opentext> The more we grow in His Word and His love, the more rejection there will be. Paul grew in Father's wisdom and knowledge over the years...did that make him more popular?

<helpmate> not at all

<mizpah> never

<stowe^> no, less popular actually

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> And yet, what is our reaction when people reject the message that Father has us share?

<helpmate> rejection

<stowe^> Our flesh gets in the way and we get upset.

<at-peace> ditto

<mizpah> Feeling personal rejection.

<helpmate> Like they are rejecting us.

<opentext> John 15:20-21, Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.(KJV)

<opentext> We can never take the rejection or persecution personal...they do not know or see the Father through the Son, therefore they take it out on the messenger.

<at-peace> We are to count it all joy.

<opentext> The joy of the Lord...is our strength.

<opentext> Gal 4:17-19, They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you. My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:29,For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (KJV)

<opentext> The more we allow the Word to work in us, the more we are conformed to the example that Christ set for us.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> Is he talking about the one He foreknow is Jesus Christ?

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> ok...thanks.

<opentext> Rom 13:14, But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> Walk in the spirit...and one will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

<at-peace> Put ye on the Lord.... doesn't ever say to take it off.

<helpmate> Put on your armor...your defense against the flesh.

<opentext> Put on once.....put on the full armor of God....i can do all things through Christ Jesus who is my strength, for He is the joy of the Father.

<opentext> Eph 4:24, And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> And that ye put on the new man…How often do we want someone else to do it for us?

<at-peace> No one else can do it for you... work out your *own* salvation with fear and trembling.

<stowe^> Most often all the time.

<helpmate> It is Christ Jesus within you; you have to do it yourself.

<mizpah> I don't see how anybody could ever do it for you.

<helpmate> They can't.

<opentext> Yet...how often do we ask for someone else to give us the answer...or want them to tell us what to do?

<stowe^> Used that phrase a lot in my life ... "just tell me what to do"

<opentext> Phil 2:4-5, Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<at-peace> Sometimes, am learning daily to not look to man as my source.

<mizpah> Probably too often.

<opentext> All we can ever do, is point them to the Word....that of the Word that is real, alive, and operational in our lives. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

<mizpah> Which is why it is so important to read and meditate on the Word, so we will have that direction to give.

<opentext> To have an answer...Christ...for every man that asks of the hope that is within us.

<at-peace> The mind of Christ.

<opentext> Allowing the Word to be that which controls our every thought and action. How often, and many times through the day, do we do things without even thinking of it...just out of reflex...or as some would say an automatic reaction?

would say an automatic reaction?

<stowe^> lots ..

<shama> too often

<helpmate> quite often

<at-peace> lots

<NewSong> often

<mizpah> Some days, very often.

<opentext> We need to always allow the Word...to control our every thought...our every action. This takes time in the Word...renewing our mind with the Word...thinking on these things...whatsoever thoughts are pure...Phil 4:8. Give no place in your mind to the devil...when wrong thoughts enter in.....apply the Word, and casts down the thoughts that would try to exalt themselves against the knowledge of God.

<opentext> Col 1:27-28, To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> Col 3:10-11, And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all,

and in all. (KJV)

<helpmate> male or female

<opentext> And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

<opentext> And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

<opentext> Who put on?

<helpmate> Christ

<at-peace> Christ (the mind of Christ). We ourselves are to put on the new man.

<helpmate> In you...in your heart.

<stowe^> We have put on Christ.

<mizpah> I was thinking it was us that put on the new man...Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Therefore...if any man be in Christ...he **is** a new creation.....old things are dead and buried...**all** things become new. Yes....we...you and I...put on the new man, that is created in us by Christ Jesus, by the grace of God.

<opentext> Gal 4:20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my

voice; for I stand in doubt of you. (KJV)

<opentext> How would you like to have Paul written those words to you?

<helpmate> not me

<mizpah> I wouldn't.

<shama> no

<NewSong> I wouldn't.

<blessed> ouch!

<at-peace> Wouldn't like it much at all.

<opentext> What have you **felt** like...when you watch someone reject the Word, that you know has worked for you in your life?

<at-peace> Like my heart was breaking.

<shama> hurt

<mizpah> It would be so sad; it is so sad when I see that happen.

<opentext> Do you think your voice would change any when talking with them?

<helpmate> oohh, yes

<at-peace> yes

<blessed> Discipline time.

<mizpah> Yes. Father would change His tone of voice when speaking with them.

<opentext> Some of you have seen Father use me to get in someone’s face, so to speak, and this is what i envision the tone with Paul speaking to, and addressing the Galatians.

<mizpah> Father chastens and rebukes the ones He loves.

<helpmate> That is something we **all** need to remember.

<mizpah> It's not that easy to remember when we are the chastening and rebuke end of it, though.

<opentext> Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous

therefore, and repent. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. (KJV)

<opentext> No it is not...because then we are taking it as an attack....and that is what we have to keep in mind, is that Father brings correction to those that He loves.

<helpmate> But it will yield peaceable fruit, if we let it.

<opentext> Yes, helen, afterward...after we allow God to work with us.

<opentext> We...you and I...the individual, have to allow Father to work in us....as we allow the Word to set us on the straight and narrow path, then it is again peaceable to us.

<opentext> Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> As the mind is renewed by the Word, we are then again able to hear Father's instructions for us, and we are now again ready to...

<opentext> Phil 4:8-9 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (KJV)

<opentext> This is what will put our mind at rest....this is what will bring about the peace that passes all understanding. This will be a good place to stop for today...any questions

from today? Anything to share? For those of you that do not know...i will be in kuopio Finland for 2 weeks from 3 Oct to 18 Oct...and would appreciate your prayers that i would hear Father clearly on what He would have me do while i am there.

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> I know we only have to put on the armour of God once, but is it possible that we decide to throw it off ourself and then have to put it on again?

<opentext> steph....it is a matter of renewing our mind...to put ourself in remembrance, of that which we have received.

<shama> ok

<stowe^> Just wondering about the order in the last verse 9 ... learned, received, heard and then seen, and then do.

<opentext> First we learn, and then take to our understanding, or process that which we have been instructed in. Then our spirit man is able to be that which controls the mind, and thus our every action for the Lord. Then our spirit man is able to be that which controls the mind, and thus our every action for the Lord. We first learn of that which we already know, since we have an unction of the Holy One, and know all things. cheryl..that help?

<stowe^> Yes, so what you are saying .. we learn and receive, and then our hearts hear ... and from there we can take action?

<opentext> "Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you". Note...learned...and received.

<stowe^> We have accepted it as truth?

<opentext> When we accepted Christ...we received the measure of the gift...now we have to get the mind to see it as the truth.

<stowe^> okay

<opentext> Have you noticed how the more of the mystery that you see, the easier it becomes...and the more you marvel at why others can not see what you see?

<stowe^> yes :-)

<at-peace> yes

mizpah> Larry, isn't it because, that when your heart receives it,

that is when it becomes real in your life?

<opentext> The more we walk in the Light or the truth....the more we become so heavenly minded. It is when the mind perceives that which we have received...that it becomes a way of life. I rejoice when people tell me that i am so heavenly

minded...that i am no earthly good.

<shama> So, we already have received it all, but our mind has to come to the understanding of it by being renewed in the Word?

<opentext> exactly steph

<at-peace> yup

<mizpah> Where does the heart come in, then. I thought what was in the heart renewed the mind.

<opentext> Eph 4:23-24 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> miz...the heart received...the moment we accepted Jesus Christ...from then on...it is getting the mind to go along with what is in the heart.

<mizpah> So, where He says "keep your heart and mind" doesn't apply to this?

<opentext> What happens if we neglect the Word?

<mizpah> Our spirit man gets weak.

<opentext> The heart grows cold, and the mind does whatever it wants.

<stowe^> We aren't feeding the heart .

<mizpah> We have to be feeding the heart or the heart wouldn't grow cold, if we didn't feed our spirit man.

<opentext> It takes the Word of God, the bread of life...to feed the heart so it is of dominance.

<mizpah> Learned, received and heard...doesn't our mind learn it, and then we receive it, and when we learn it, in our heart, then the mind is renewed by it?

<opentext> If we neglect the heart...it grows weak and cold...and then the evil of this world is what will dominate or thoughts.

<opentext> Phil 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. KJV)

<opentext> Rom 10:18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. (KJV)

<at-peace> As we feed the heart with the Word of God, and renew our minds on the Word, it is heart knowledge. If we try to learn with our mind first then we are trying to stuff what is in our mind into the heart.

<mizpah> However, we learn things that doesn't become real to us till later. Our mind picks up and processes the Words we read, but we don't always listen to Father to hear what He is saying till later. Isn't it then, that the heart hears it and it becomes real?

<opentext> We have to learn to hear what Father has for us this day. Our mind cannot comprehend it all at one sitting...thus...Father, what do you have for me this day?

<mizpah> We can quote a scripture in our head that isn't real in our lives. In our mind we know the Words. Then, Father will talk to us about the scripture and share the understanding with us, and then it becomes real. Is that right or not?

<opentext> Yes, when Father deals with us on it., it is then that it becomes a way of life.

<mizpah> ok...I have it. Thanks.

<opentext> Many people know the Word in their head...but it is not alive and real to them...it is certainly not a way of life.

<mizpah> Like the preacher that quote the entire Word of God, but don't know the mystery.

<opentext> Exactly, miz.

