<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together in and through your Son Jesus Christ. We thank-you for your Holy Spirit who is our teacher and our guide, as we journey through your Word, to find that food which is able to sustain us this day. We are quick Father, to give you and you alone...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving for all that you have done for us already this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 4:14-16, And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? (KJV)

<opentext> What temptation could Paul have had in the flesh?

<mizpah> The temptation of giving into the memories that were so strong.

<helpmate> Same/any temptation that we may face also.

<mizpah> Also, was probably tempted to take advantage of the situation when they thought of him as a angel or Christ Jesus.

<stowe^> The temptation to look back instead of forward.

<opentext> How many of us does the devil try to get us to live in the past?

<stowe^> me

<at-peace> me

<helpmate> all the time

<blessed> me

<NewSong> me

<mizpah> me

<opentext> It was a few years after Paul’s' letter to the Galatians, that he scribed the book to the Philippians...and look what he told them.

<opentext> Phil 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those

things which are before, (KJV)

<opentext> We all have things in our past that we are ashamed of....we all have things that we do not want brought up. The thing we have to keep in mind, is that Father has not only forgiven, but also forgotten, and only the devil lives in the realm of memory lane.

<opentext> Isa 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV)

<helpmate> And all you have to do is ask for His forgiveness

<opentext> What temptation could Paul have had in the flesh, to follow the law maybe?

.<Rhonda^Me> Are questions allowed?

<opentext> Yes rhonda...they are. <Rhonda^Me> ok

<Rhonda^Me> Well i know you are supposed to ask forgiveness as the sin happens but, what if sometimes you don’t do that and then you don’t remember all the sins you have done?

<opentext> I Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> If we are as honest as we can be with Father...He goes a step further than we asked, and forgives us of ALL unrighteousness.

<Rhonda^Me> cool thanks

<opentext> What temptation could Paul have had in the flesh, To follow the law maybe, also?

<stowe^> Yes, I'm sure at the beginning that was a constant battle with him.

<at-peace> Yes, to take advantage of that fact that they saw no wrong in him.

<stowe^> We always like to fall back on the "familiar".

<opentext> So, then, Paul had several fronts that the devil was battling him in and on....his past life as a murderer, as well as his vast knowledge of the law. By dealing with the past knowledge we thought we had of God, gives us a false security, and ties us back to those that "do not" have our spiritual well being at heart. 

<Rhonda^Me> Pray?

<shama> pray

<NewSong> Stay in the word and pray?

<helpmate> Ask Father to help us work on them.

<mizpah> Keep our thoughts in line with the Word and apply the Word when they come up.

<stowe^> Spend time in the Word and ask Father to show us the truth to help overcome them.

<at-peace> Place our trust and faith in Father that He will help us to overcome those things as we diligently seek the Word and him.

<blessed> Stay close to Father.

<opentext> Good answers. So then, we continue in the Word, we seek a closer relationship with Father through Christ Jesus.

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> Don't we first have to first acknowledge those areas as weak areas in need of Father's improvement so that we can receive the correction?

<opentext> Yes...for Father chastens and rebukes...those that He loves....Father corrects us through His Word.

<opentext> Most people, when avoiding correction...avoid the Word.

<NowFaithIs> And those who speak the Word of truth.

<opentext> And we are to also pray....not only for ourselves, but also for all of the brethren that father puts on our heart.

<opentext> Eph 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that we are to learn to pray without ceasing.. Learning to see Father in all that we say and do.

<opentext> I Jn 4:4-6, Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember, that the power of God that resides within us, (Christ) is greater than any obstacle the devil can put in our path.

<stowe^> There is only two ways ... we either believe the truth, or believe a lie ... no in-between.

<NowFaithIs> We have to exercise that power.

<opentext> Correct cheryl....no in-between here.

<opentext> The only way that power can be exercised, is by continuing in the Word...this day...today...now faith.

<opentext> Rom 8:37-39, Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which

is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> In all these things...we are *** more ** then conquerors....through Christ Jesus who loved us enough to die for us.

<opentext> Eph 6:10-12, Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> If we operate in our own power...we are in trouble.

<helpmate> Through Christ we **Can** do all things.

<opentext> If we operate in the power of God that has been made available to us....Christ...1Cor 1:24.....than we are able to triumph in Him. Yes helen...it is through Christ...Phil 4:13, we can do all things.

<opentext> Gal 4:14-16, And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of?

<opentext> So, as we can see, Paul also had things to overcome in his life also....he did not start out at the top as many think.

<NowFaithIs> Father still used him, regardless, just as He will use us if we are willing.

<opentext> The more Paul grew in the knowledge of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the more he was able to overcome all obstacles that the devil threw his direction. Exactly michie. Father does not ask us to be perfect from the start, but rather willing to learn at His feet.

<stowe^> And Paul wanted to go forward with Father, not looking back to what he knew or had ... but each day learning more of who he was in Christ.

learning more of who he was in Christ

<NowFaithIs> Father sees us as the finished, perfect work, accepted by Him through Jesus Christ and we grow in that revelation and manifestation as we seek Him through the Word.

<opentext> Paul had taught in Galatia, only about a year before this letter was written, and now he was watching the Judiazers get in and subvert that which Father had him start amoung them. As we all know....when we are serving God, the devil will always bring up our past. We have to choose whether or not we are going to believe Father's forgiveness and His forgetfulness.

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> Yes, cheryl.

<stowe^> I was just thinking how babies will swallow anything we give them ... even as we are babes in Christ, we do that to sometimes ... trusting those who feed us, because we have not developed, and how important it is to learn to go back to the Word to see if what we are being fed lines up with it.

<opentext> Yes...many are very content to stay on the milk, and never learn to feed themselves in the Word, by allowing the Holy Spirit to be their teacher and their

guide through the Word. It does not matter who it is that is teaching...it is our job to go to the Bible, and see that it lines up with what Father has for us. We do not line it up with church doctrine or dogma...but rather with the Word. New fads or gimmicks will not get us into the kingdom of God...only His Word, the truth, can set us free, and keep us free. You, have to become grounded and settled in His Word....you can not be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine which comes blowing through town.

<blessed> If we line things up with a crooked plumb line we will have an unstable wall. God’s word is the perfect straight plumb line.

<opentext> Yes sheryl, it is a straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house, and few be there that find it. Precept upon precept, line upon line....God's Word, and it can only be built upon the cornerstone...Christ Jesus, the cornerstone the builders have rejected.

<opentext> Gal 4:14-16, And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then

the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore

become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? (KJV)

<stowe^> ummm, quite often.

<mizpah> Just about every time they don't want to hear it.

<at-peace> Most often.

<Rhonda^Me> A lot.

<helpmate> Quite often when we threaten their comfort zone.

<opentext> How many think serving Father through Jesus Christ is going to make them popular?

<helpmate> not me

<at-peace> not me

<stowe^> not me

<NewSong> not me

<shama> no

<mizpah> No way!

<NowFaithIs> haha, no!

<opentext> John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you

for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> We all tell Father that we want to be used by Him and for Him....but we seldom are aware of the price that is required....how many think Paul had an easy life as

an apostle?

<NewSong> not me

<helpmate> Not even close to being easy.

<stowe^> Nope, rejection by others is never easy, our flesh always wants to be accepted and respected.

<shama> no

<mizpah> He definitely did not.

<at-peace> Not me, Paul said at my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me.

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:23-25 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:26-28 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and

nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches (KJV)

<helpmate> Not an easy life...but he would do it all over again for Father.

<opentext> We have to set our focus on pleasing Father...no matter what the cost may appear to be in the flesh....and we only get to that place, by continuing in the Word of God each day. We have to learn to feed our spirit man each day....at least as much as our flesh....and arriving at the point where we feed it more than the flesh.

<stowe^> Yes often we think others can "coax" us into walking a spiritual walk, or we can others. We can encourage each other, but it always comes down to "each" one of us making our own decision for Christ.

<opentext> Yes cheryl....we can only point others to

Father through Jesus Christ...we cannot drag anyone in.

<helpmate> We have to workout own salvation with fear and trembling.

<opentext> Yes helen. We can only get ourselves in. It is a very personal and intimate relationship that we are to have with Father. If we see others walk away...all we can do is

pray for them.....we can not afford to get caught up in their garbage, as many think, we have to maintain our relationship with Father first and last.

<opentext> Gal 4:17-18 They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you. (KJV)

<opentext> We will start with these verses tomorrow...any questions from today?

<helpmate> It hurts both the Spirit and the flesh to see someone walk away, but we can't allow them to drag us down.

<opentext> Exactly helen....we have to remember that we are not the saviour of the world.....we are but vessels to be used by Father, at His leading.

<at-peace> What does dogma mean?

<opentext> Dogma is church laws.

<at-peace> Okay, thanks.

<stowe^> Does salvation become a daily choice?

<helpmate> Serve you this day.

<opentext> Choose you this day who you will serve.

<helpmate> oops

<opentext> Josh 24:15. Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is not yet here, so we have to choose if we will serve Father this day.

<stowe^> So whether we are consciously aware of it or not, each day we are making a choice to follow after Father or to walk in the world.

<mizpah> That's why He is called I Am.

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow:

for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> cheryl...exactly....each day we make the decision on whether we will follow the Word or the world. Great questions and comments this morning.

<mizpah> I was thinking what an outsider Paul was. He wasn't a Christian to start with and when he got saved, he was completely different than those already saved, and

from those he left, where he was comfortable.

<helpmate> Great study.

<stowe^> Was a wonderful study.

<blessed> This study hit the spot Larry. God bless you today abundantly. Bye All.

