<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day that we are able to serve you through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. Let us have open hearts and minds to hear your guidance and counsel, that you know that we have need of this day. Let all that we say and do this day, be done for your glory and honor...and we ask it all through Jesus Christ our Lord....

<opentext> Gal 3:6-7 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> Abraham believed God, accounted to him for righteousness. Many times....we say with the mouth that we believe God, but fail to do so with the heart. Mental assent is not enough.

<opentext> Rom 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that we say something with the mouth...but it is not real in the heart?

<shama> too often

<stowe> often

<mizpah> sometimes

<at-peace> often

<opentext> Why is this?

<stowe> Sometimes it's because our desire is for it to be real, and yet the reality of it hasn't come.

<mizpah> Because we know it is true...it's just that our faith isn’t developed to that point.

<opentext> Good answers. We know what the Word says, we want it to be true, but we have not developed the Word yet to where it is real in our own life. For Abraham, God's Word was a way of life....he knew what God said was true.

<opentext> Gal 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:20-21 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<opentext> This is the righteousness that was accounted unto Abraham. He believed God and His promise to send the Messiah.....years before it happened.

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. We are saved by grace through faith.....thus, we are the children of Abraham.

<opentext> Gal 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.

now-faith says Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith. By this statement...we can hear how Paul spoke out against all that he ever learned as a Jew. Can we comprehend the faith that it took for Paul to do that?

<stowe> incredible faith ....

<now-faith> It is hard for me to comprehend.

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Is it not the same faith that is necessary, when we come to the realization of the **mystery**, and then have to share it?

<now-faith> yes

<mizpah> Yes, it is.

<stowe> yes

<at-peace> Yes, faith in knowing within our hearts that Father will provide all the acceptable Words when speaking to someone, we just need to believe and have our heart and ears open.

<opentext> Yes charlene. We have to hear that the Galatians then had to have had a knowledge of the mystery, and had turned from it because of peer pressure, and had walked away from this knowledge. Paul was now having to reaffirm to them, all that they had once heard.

<now-faith> Having need to be fed with the milk again?

<opentext> yes

<stowe> Again you can have a "knowledge of something" without *knowing* it.

<now-faith> How frustrating to the flesh this must have been to Paul.

<opentext> When we allow the Word to slip...we sometimes fail to see how many steps backwards we are taking. cheryl...yes, operating off of head knowledge, rather then heart knowledge.

<stowe> Yes we often times think we can "hold our ground" but we can't your are either going forwards or backwards. More then frustrating to the flesh for Paul, because the dissention was being preached by those that had walked with Jesus Christ, and Paul had to hear Father's wisdom for how to overcome it, and, if we get frustrated in the flesh, then our ears are closed to hearing Father's wisdom...since the flesh will block our hearing.

<now-faith> The lies being propagated to bring about division amoung the brethren, no different today.

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> We always need to take the time to hear Father's counsel in these situations, and not jump to conclusions.

<stowe> Yes ... I often times thought the Judiazers were others ... not the actual disciples themselves.

<opentext> Yes, we like to believe that the original apostles did what they were asked to do. How often do we try to revert to that which we knew before Christ?...the mystery of that is?

<stowe> I've done that.

<opentext> Whether it be the law...denominational teachings...or what have you.

<now-faith> Am not sure, to be honest.

<stowe> Any time we are not walking in faith we are doing that.

<opentext> Exactly, cheryl.

<at-peace> Sometimes, when i try to use my own wisdom or knowledge. 

<now-faith> dittos charlene

<opentext> Gal 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. (KJV)

<opentext> Preached before the gospel unto Abraham. We sometimes miss all that is in the Word. We have the written Word to read and study to develop our faith....Abraham had to go by what Father said to him.

<stowe> No wax in his ears!

<opentext> And, as well for Paul, to be able to hear Father, over the roar of all that he had thought he knew.

<stowe> yes

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, that which we thought we knew, always roars against the knowledge of God?

<stowe> I sure have.

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> The devil goes about....as a roaring lion....all bark, and no bite, for those that know the Word of truth.

<now-faith> Yes, the enemy is always trying to get you to believe and accept the lie.

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Have you ever noticed...how a loud noise will distract you from whatever you are doing?

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> yeh

<now-faith> Yes, if you don't refuse to receive it.

<stowe> Always .. usually makes you jump too.

<opentext> So then, the devil is making loud noises, trying to distract you from the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.

<now-faith> All he has to do is make a sudden loud enough noise to get you to turn your eyes from the straight and narrow for a brief moment so that you might trip.

<opentext> This is why we have to allow the Word of faith to become settled in our hearts.

<opentext> Gal 3:9 beginning to understand a little bit what "settled" mean

So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> When it is settled in our hearts...we will not be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that blows through. How loud can a wind storm be?

<now-faith> extremely loud

<stowe> wow ... very loud ... thinking of a tornado or hurricane.

<at-peace> Mighty loud sometimes.

<opentext> As a roaring lion maybe?

<mizpah> very loud

<now-faith> howling, yes

<at-peace> yes

<stowe> ah, yes!

<opentext> Jude 1:12-13 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.(KJV)

<now-faith> A tornado or hurricane can flatten and shatter everything in it's path in the blink of an eye.

<opentext> Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame. Many times in scripture...when it talks about seas as in this verse..it is referring to the masses of people. As we try to share the mystery...what do the masses do to us?

<now-faith> rage and storm against us

<stowe> yup, michie

<helen> try to drown us out

<opentext> They try to get more people together, to speak against us, that the masses may drown out anything we are saying.

<now-faith> And just like in a natural disaster situation, if one were to panic and react out of fear ...they will be taken in by the storm and be destroyed.

<opentext> How much of this do you think went on against Paul?

<stowe> all the time

<at-peace> a lot

<shama> lots

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. (KJV)

<stowe> It was the Lord who strengthened Paul, he didn't try to do it on his own. 

<opentext> No matter what the odds appear to be...no matter how bleak the situation may look.....Father and you through Jesus Christ...always make the majority. Note...it says that ALL men forsook him…not just a few.

<opentext> So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.

Without faith, it is impossible to _____ Him?

<nfi> please

<stowe> please

<at-peace> please

<opentext> So then, unless we take the time to get to know Father through His Word, and allow it to become settled in our hearts....we will falter. We are able to read and see the reality of years of prophecy fulfilled before our very eyes...and yet stagger at the promises of God, because we do not see a lot of other people believing. We have to take a good look at Abraham, and Paul, and see how they believed God against what were overwhelming odds against them....and believed God over what any man would say. This is what we have to determine in our hearts...and then show this love at all times...not just when we **feel** like it. Where would we be, if Paul would have only preached this message when there were big numbers to preach to?

<now-faith> We would be deceived.

<stowe> the message wouldn't have been preached

<opentext> Correct...we would be a sect of Judaism

<opentext> which is in all reality...most denominations are, in what they teach

shama has left IRC

<opentext> so today, can you be as Abraham and Paul....and hold fast your profession of faith, regardless of the physical odds?

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<stowe> Not a question but was thinking how much Paul and Abraham's eyes had to be fixed on Father and not on people.

<opentext> exactly cheryl

<stowe> Looking for Father's approval and not for any reward in the physical.

<now-faith> Father was showing me how there is always spiritual warfare going on, that is the reality. But, I always thought of it in "big" recognizable ways, not necessarily in the smaller ways. The creep will get you to accept and receive a lie about something seemingly insignificant, but once we do that, we have allowed it in and once allowed in (taken captive) it takes us captive and grows like a cancer into all areas of our life.

<opentext> That is the key.

<opentext> yes michie

<opentext> It is never the big things that get us to stumble...it is the accumulation of little things. Well...in most instances...that is.

<now-faith> Like, when being in study, the whispers of "did you hear what he said? he directed that comment at you!" or "he didn't recognize what you said, you must be wrong" and if we don't refuse to receive those "little" lies, we could be headed for big trouble.

<stowe> Yes michie .. and I was seeing that those little things are usually our words we put out ... I was reminded if I couldn't be sure the word was spoken in faith ... it's best not to speak at all.

<opentext> Very good points.

<now-faith> Well, this is what I was getting to, once we have believed and received the lie, we usually then put forth the words of that lie and then it does become real to us.

<stowe> :-)), oops, should have waited,

<opentext> These 3 fingers only go so fast....and am not able to acknowledge all, and still maintain my thoughts for the study.

<at-peace> Or "you didn't have anything to add to bible study", or "how come you don't have any insight like others do"... just a couple more that have been put into my head this morning... thanks michie for pointing that out.

<now-faith> Remember Eve, satan said, "if you eat from this tree you will be more like God" well how could she be any more like God? she was made in His image and hadn't sinned ....all he has to do is twist it just a tiny bit.

<now-faith> Exactly charlene and I have been taken in by them before and when I am and I choose to believe them, my whole day is ruined and I tend to further listen to more and more lies.

<now-faith> So if we recognize the reality that spiritual warfare is always going on, then we can recognize to NOT receive and believe those lies and put forth the truth.

<stowe> Larry was thinking about Paul using Abraham as an example ... and was wondering if Gen 12:3 ... had come to him in revelation knowledge ... of what God was saying?

<now-faith> We are family, we are all on the same One team, we are in this together, if we always remember that it isn't each other against each other, but the creep trying to bring division.

<opentext> Abraham had to see in part...to be able to hold fast to that which Father asked of him, but the full revelation was not made known until Paul.

<stowe> okay .. thanks.

<opentext> Very good comments again today.

