<opentext> Father, we come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour...we thank you for this opportunity to gather together this day with the brethren to share your bread of life...let us with open hearts and ears hear your guidance and counsel that you have for us this day, as we seek to draw closer to you

<opentext> Gal 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> Even as Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Abraham believed God......even though he never saw the promise of God...and it was credited to his account. It is a hard thing for the physical man to believe God, since we have operated in the flesh for the bigger part of most of our lives.

<opentext> Gal 3:7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...they that are of ***faith***, those are the children of Abraham. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not ___?

<stowe^> seen

<helpmate> seen

<now-faith> seen

<mizpah> seen

<at-peace> seen

<shama> seen

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to _____ Him?

<now-faith> please

<shama> please

<mizpah> please

<stowe^> please

<helpmate> please

<at-peace> please

<opentext> In a world dominated by the senses, it makes it difficult to serve a God we have not seen, and to walk by faith, and not the senses.

<mizpah> yeh

<opentext> Abraham had to do this, years before the reality of the promise of God was ever manifested.

<opentext> Gal 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. (KJV)

<opentext> And the scripture, foreseeing. How many of us have learned to foresee through the scriptures?

<mizpah> Like the catching away?

<now-faith> Am learning more and more...to see as Father sees, the complete work.

<opentext> Not only with that, but all of the promises of God. Would justify the heathen through faith, not through rituals or ordinances...but through faith....

<helpmate> Through the heathen....there He is already telling them that the salvation was not only for the Jews.

<opentext> Yet, the world would have us live under ordinances and rituals....and be under the bondage of fear. What kind of faith did it take for Noah...to believe God for all those years of working on that boat?

<stowe^> Incredible faith ... his eyes had to have always been on God.

<helpmate> Beyond a shadow of a doubt.

<now-faith> The same kind of faith, the faith given by God.

<at-peace> Extreme faith... he held fast to what God asked of him, knowing in his heart and believing God.

<opentext> Noah saw the reality of what Father spoke...Noah had to believe God, even though he never saw the fulfillment of what Father had promised Him.

<mizpah> It's difficult to believe that there is one measure of faith, looking at Noah's situation.

<opentext> Abraham had to believe God, .

<now-faith> Looking beyond the physical present circumstances (never had it rained before, etc.) and seeing as Father sees, the end result.

<opentext> Abraham had to believe God, even though he never saw the fulfillment of what Father had promised Him . How about Abraham....being told that through his faith and seed, shall all nations be blessed...and then watch Father start a chosen people in the physical....would that not cause you to doubt?

<helpmate> That was only of one nation.

<opentext> Just as the new covenant of God calls one His people, those that are called Christian...that is the family of God.

<opentext> Gal 3:9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> So, with as plain as this portion of scripture is, how do people get put back under the law?

<at-peace> By not taking the time to study God's Word , knowing the truth in their hearts and holding fast to that.

<helpmate> Not developing that faith.

<opentext> <opentext> so, with as plain as this portion of scripture is, how do people get put back under the law?

<mizpah> Because they listen to man instead of believing God.

<shama> By following man and not having faith in the Word of God.

<opentext> exactly.....and our faith is not developed by hearing and following man

<now-faith> Relying on that which is comfortable to them, that which they have known for a longer time (in most cases), that which makes "sense" to their logical minds and what they can feel as real.

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing God's Word, and giving audience to it.

<opentext> Gal 3:9-10 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: (KJV)

<stowe^> I studied God's word for a long time, but never *heard* it.

<opentext> The letter of the law _____, the Spirit is what gives ______!

<stowe^> Is death, the Spirit gives life.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you would do anything to put a curse upon yourself or your family?

<helpmate> no

<shama> no 

<mizpah> not me

<now-faith> not me

<at-peace> not me

<opentext> And yet, that is what we do to ourselves and our families, any time that we put ourselves under the law. And this is not just some voodoo curse...this is what God says we are under, because we have not believed or trusted Him.

<opentext> Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> This is a pass/fail thing, right. Either you believe and trust Him or not...it isn't by degrees? Like some people say they don't believe Him enough or put enough trust in Him?

<opentext> It is by where we are in our ability to believe and trust God...not by where we think we should be, or where someone else is at.

<mizpah> How do we know where we are at?

<opentext> How many here would like Father to hold them accountable for what He does me?

<mizpah> no

<shama> nope

<helpmate> not me

<stowe^> I'll pass on that :-)

<at-peace> Not me.. it isn't what Father has asked me to do at this time. How does Father let us know where we are at then?

<stowe^> Usually by speaking to us, and as we hear His Word.

<at-peace> By our communication with Him.

<opentext> So then...He chastens us through His Word...and says to us, here is what we have to work on this day?

<stowe^> yes

<helpmate> yes

<now-faith> Yes, He gives us the areas that we need to exercise.

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> So, we know where we are by how much He chastens us?

<opentext> So then, one might say they are convicted by the Holy Spirit. Yes miz....it is by how Father corrects us...and where He urges us onto.

<helpmate> Found guilty of not spending enough time in the Word.

<stowe^> Sometimes can it be as He brings understanding of the Word to us?

<helpmate> And you do not find that peace till you are where you belong.

<opentext> How many of you have found that it takes more quality time in the Word now, then when you first started walking with the Lord?

<mizpah> But it's difficult to sort out whether we are beating up on ourselves or if Father is chastening us.

<mizpah> yeh, i do

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yes

<at-peace> Yes it does.

<now-faith> ditto

<stowe^> Yes for sure.

<opentext> cheryl...it is as we have to spend more time in the Word...that our understanding broadens...thus our understanding of God grows. miz...Father is gentle with us, His Word is easy to be entreated.

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> It takes us more time in the Word now, because our appetite for the truth has grown...and it is by time in fellowship with Father, that puts our spirit man at rest. Yes cheryl.

<stowe^> Larry, was thinking of Friday, when you shared the scriptures with me at lunchtime .... they were scriptures that brought understanding ... and then from it a joy came in the ability to server others and Father ... wouldn't that be a way of knowing whether it is Father chastening (showing us something) or beating ourselves up .... that is ... what is the fruit?

<opentext> that is also a good way of recognizing it. We call ourselves dumb..and such...Father never does.

<now-faith> If we dwell on the mistake rather than where we have learned and will grow from there. For God so loved us, that He gave of Himself His own Son.

<mizpah> If we see so much that needs fixed, though, it's hard not to feel like we're failing.

<helpmate> the thing He loved most.

<at-peace> we need to work on one thing at a time, allowing Father to teach us.

<helpmate> Father will show us which area to work on first.

<opentext> If i was not seeing what need to be fixed, or set in order...then i would not believe that God loved me enough to show me what ***we*** had to work on together. Also though, we cannot get ahead of God, but take each thing in the order that Father shows it to us.

<mizpah> Sometimes, i see it all at once. 

<opentext> Many times we get days or weeks or even months ahead of Father. We may come to a realization of it all, at one time, it does not mean that we were not working at it a bit at a time.

<helpmate> We may see it all at once but He is not necessarily asking us that we have to change it all at once.

<opentext> Father is patient with us.....we are the ones that are not patient with ourselves. Faith is our developing our confidence in Father through His Word.

<opentext> Gal 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> The law says we have to do this, we have to do that...and puts us under bondage if we do not. In faith, we do what Father asks of us, because we want to please Him...the law produces fear, faith brings out love.

<helpmate> And is much more pleasant.

<opentext> As we grow in faith, or in our working knowledge of the Word, we do more and more to please Father, and set the example that others may see the joy that we have.

<helpmate> The peace that passes all understanding.

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

(KJV)

<opentext> Our heart is what is settled first...not the mind.

<mizpah> I can't tell when my heart is settled...just my mind, though.

<now-faith> If we are trying to settle things in our mind first, we are trying to fit God into our carnal wisdom of understanding.

<opentext> Col 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. (KJV)

<opentext> Our carnal mind will never figure out God....let alone ever be at peace with things we cannot see.

<mizpah> Then how can our mind be settled?

<opentext> When our spirit man is in control...it brings the peace that passes all understanding.

<opentext> Rom 8:6-7 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. (KJV)

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> The law of God is the law of faith. The law of sin and death...is the mosaic law.

<opentext> John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> This will be a good place for us to break today.....

<opentext> Any questions from today's study? Any questions at all?

<mizpah> I just don't know when my heart is troubled, or my mind is.

<now-faith> What does it mean to be transformed by the renewing of your mind?

<at-peace> Things that seem overwhelming = the roaring lion.

<opentext> One is transformed, by the Word taking over the thoughts of the mind, to bring in line the thoughts with the Word.

<now-faith> So that your thoughts fall in line with that new heart you have been given?

<opentext> miz...the heart convicts...the mind condemns. michie...yes....the Word takes dominance in that area of our life...not out of fear…but from love.

<mizpah> Like the heart tells you when you do something wrong, but the mind calls you names because of it?

<opentext> Exactly miz. Father says draw closer daughter, the mind says who do you think you are.

<helpmate> If it is peaceable fruit, it is from Father...if you are unsettled....then it is of the mind...not Father.

<mizpah> We just have to remember all Father's promises, that He will supply all our need, and He will give us what we have need of if we call upon His name....our spiritual need.

<opentext> Exactly...always doing that which maintains our spiritual need first...then it will bring the physical into line.

<now-faith> Regardless of what our physical circumstances or what our feelings tell us.

<shama> It’s amazing how that unsettledness/confusion goes when we allow the Spirit to lead us instead of the flesh..as i have found out lately.

<mizpah> That's hard to do, michie.

<opentext> Yes steph...as long as we allow the Spirit to lead us and guide us.

<opentext> Phil 4:11-12 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. (KJV)

<now-faith> That is what our carnal mind would have us to believe, yes, miz.

<mizpah> My sensor is like my computer...like i got a lost cluster somewhere.

<now-faith> steph, that is so true....I remember once hearing "it is so much easier when we allow God to take control" and I thought, yeah right---in the flesh we think --yeah right, but it is what is truth.

<opentext> The Holy Spirit is like Nortons Windoctor...just have to allow Him to repair it and set it in order.

<mizpah> Yeh, well me and the Holy Spirit Windoctor need to have a talk.

<shama> michie, yeah,it was like my flesh had to surrender it all to allow room for the Spirit to move.

<now-faith> Exactly steph, we tie Father's hands from operating when we hold onto the steering wheel of our life with white knuckles and won't let go.

<shama> lol yep

<opentext> miz...not only have a talk, but then listen to, and apply the fixes that He shows are necessary.

<mizpah> That's the part that is difficult...i don't know how to apply the fixes.

<opentext> They are spiritual applications...not physical. Forgiveness is always the first step...we are quick to forgive others...but not ourselves.

<now-faith> And allow to have Father's forgetfulness as well.

<opentext> Forgive, forget, forward!

<mizpah> Sounds simple.

<now-faith> It is, it is the creep trying to keep us in the bondage of fear that makes it hard.

<opentext> It is for the spirit man...hard for the flesh...it is contrary to all that we have learned in the past. The world says that we have to be punished any time we do anything wrong...in Christ, He has already paid all of the punishment for us.

<mizpah> Does that mean that we never have to take responsibility for things we do wrong...just ask forgiveness, forget it and move on?

<opentext> We take responsibility, by asking Father for His help....so that we do not make the same mistake again....and yes, we do forgive, and forget...and go forward.

<mizpah> What if we've hurt people by our actions, though?

<opentext> As we continue in the Word....then the truth shall make us free. If they are of Christ, they have forgiven and forgotten...if they are of the world, they will carry a grudge. Father is who we have to please....not the world.

<now-faith> We are held accountable to Father through Jesus Christ, not man.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> Paul did much to hurt the body of Christ, and yet look at the mercy he received. And none of us here have done anything like he did...i don't think.

<now-faith> When he made mistakes, he admitted them and moved on.

<opentext> there is no sin, that Jesus Christ did not already pay the price for. The sin has been dealt with, and the punishment paid for...it is just a matter of accepting it.

<now-faith> ABC--accepting forgiveness, believing He is Lord and saviour, confessing Him.

<opentext> Confessing (and confiding in) Him.

