Father, we thank you for this day, and come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and you have for us this day. We ask Father, that you open your Word to us this day, that each of us here would hear that which you have for us this day. Allow your Word to become a real way of life for each of us, and that it would make us the stronger, more capable servants for the work of your kingdom. And we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 3:29-4:1, And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; (KJV)

<opentext> and heirs according to the promise

<opentext> Heirs according to the promise, the promise

of faith!

<opentext> Yet, if we operate in ignorance, or with a lack of knowledge, what will become of us?

<at-peace> We will die spiritually.

<stowe^> Like a child who is only ever fed milk, at some point we will die spiritually.

<helpmate> We will go to hell.......ignorance is not bliss.

<NowFaithIs> loose our inheritance

<opentext> good answers

<opentext> We will loose our inheritance....we will live forever apart from God....spiritual death. What happens when we are sent out before we are prepared?

<opentext> Gal 4:11 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; (KJV)

<stowe^> We can become pretty battered .…

<helpmate> We can get lost along the way.

<at-peace> We tend to stumble, sometimes fall.

<opentext> is it Father that sends us out before we are prepared?

<stowe^> no, never ...

<helpmate> No......we get ahead of God.

<mizpah> nope

<at-peace> No, he has given us all that we are in need of...we tend to go out before we are prepared.

<opentext> What happens when we try to act like the heir, before we are ready to fulfill the role that Father

has called us to?

<mizpah> we mess up real big

<stowe^> we will misuse what we have ....

<now-faith> Acting--role playing--not real in our lives......eventually the *truth* comes out.

<helpmate> we try to do something that we are not yet ready for

<opentext> Would the prodigal son be a good example of that?

<mizpah> yep

<helpmate> sure would

<at-peace> yes

<stowe^> definitely

<opentext> So then, when we are ready to have an answer for every man that asks, then it should be the

answer that Father has through us, to where He knows that we are developed to?

<stowe^> yes

<mizpah> yes, He does

<now-faith> yes

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Gospel, above what they had under the law. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:12-14, And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Aren't these verses a statement that we can all make?

<helpmate> yes

<stowe^> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yeah

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> And we like Paul...first tried to accomplish it in the flesh....and then tried to go out before we were spiritually prepared or equipped. 

<now-faith> Having listened to the doctrines of man in most instances.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> At one time or another, we were all still under the law. We all operated as a blasphemer, and

were also persecutors at one time or another. (don't remember to forget those things which are behind). We were injurious to the cause of Christ. We all too, just like Paul obtained mercy. We were injurious to the cause of Christ. We all too, just like Paul obtained mercy.

<opentext> Gal 4:1-2 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. (KJV) 

<stowe^> Studied and grown more in the knowledge of Christ, attuning our ears to Father.

<helpmate> obtained mercy

<helpmate> been forgiven

<mizpah> Got saved, asking forgiveness through His Son, Jesus Christ and sought to please Father under

grace.

<at-peace> Continued in God's Word, becoming grounded and settled.

<now-faith> Studied to show myself approved unto Father.

<opentext> good answers

<opentext> We continued in the Word, giving ear to Father's instructions....learning of all that we have

inherited through Christ Jesus. Have you remained as a child, doing the things of a child?

<now-faith> no

<at-peace> no

<helpmate> no...one grows

<opentext> And yet, within ourselves, we have the hardest time seeing growth. So many times, we think that everyone else is passing us by.

<at-peace> true

<stowe^> yup

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> What happens when we think this way?

<stowe^> Flesh gets in the way, and it stops us from growing ....

<now-faith> We develop a defeatist attitude and will sometimes give up.

<shama> We fear and doubt.

<at-peace> We are despising our own selves

<opentext> Don't we get like the prodigal sons brother....more worried about what others are doing, rather then hearing all Father has for us?

<helpmate> yes

<now-faith> Yes and are no more effective for Father's use.

<opentext> Gal 4:1-2, Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant,

though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the Father. (KJV)

<mizpah> yep

<Eyes> Do you all have Bibles with you???

<now-faith> yes, eyes

<stowe^> yes

<at-peace> always, yes

<opentext> It is interesting to note....that we are under both tutors and governors....until the time appointed of the Father.

<opentext> What have you done, since Father has tried to reveal to you, His Son, the hope of glory?

<mizpah> I've tried to listen and hear what He is saying.

<helpmate> to learn all that i can

<stowe^> Studied and listened, and acted when asked to do so.

<opentext> So then each one of us as the individual that we are, hears things a bit different from Father?

<at-peace> Continued to seek Father's kingdom through Christ Jesus.

<at-peace> yes

<stowe^> yes ...

<helpmate> Yes....because we are different individuals.

<now-faith> Yes, because we are not all at the same place in our walk with Father.

<opentext> Do we always remember to respect that fact, that each of us is a different member of the body, with a unique function according to Father's plan?

<stowe^> No we oftentimes forget.

<mizpah> not, always

<shama> no not always

<stowe^> Should say *I* oftentimes forget.

<helpmate> Not always, but try to remember.

<at-peace> Not always, learning to keep that always in remembrance.

<now-faith> ditto

<opentext> Gal 4:2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times we fail to hear in this verse...time appointed of the Father... for what Father

has asked of us, could be no more than what we read of Ananias...are we willing to do what Father asks of us, regardless of what the role is?

<now-faith> Which we see as so "little" but that was no little thing that Father asked of him.

<mizpah> I will do whatever pleases Him

<stowe^> I pray so.

<at-peace> Yes, am willing too.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-14, Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word,

in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, (KJV)

<opentext> DO NOT....neglect **the gift*** that is in thee!! Have you then studied for Father's approval? ....or looked for man's approval?

<stowe^> For Father's approval.

<at-peace> Study for Father.

<now-faith> Have done both...have sought to correct that and seek only Father's.

<helpmate> Your one moment of sharing, may be what Father has called you to do.

<at-peace> Am learning each day to rely on Father and not man.

<opentext> How many of you have prayed for Keke atone time or another?

<stowe^> yes

<shama> yeah

<now-faith> Have prayed for whomever Father has placed on my heart at one time or another.

<at-peace> yes I have

<mizpah> me

<opentext> How many of you know for sure...whether or not it was your prayer for him, that helped him turn the corner in believing, and holding fast the Word of truth?

<stowe^> I don't know for sure ... but only what the scripture say about the prayers of a righteous

man/woman availeth much.

<mizpah> I don't know.

<at-peace> i don't know that for sure.

<opentext> So then, we need to pray always....and allow Father to accomplish that which He may through us.

<stowe^> yes

<opentext> And how much have we seen Father work through our brother Keke?

<now-faith> It really isn't *our* prayers, is it? If Father has placed it upon our hearts to pray for someone, isn't it the prayer of the Holy Spirit?

<at-peace> a lot

<helpmate> a lot

<mizpah> so much

<opentext> All 3 work together in one....never a disagreement

<opentext> Gal 4:2-3 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: (KJV)

<opentext> What would the elements of the world be?

<now-faith> Satan and his workers.

<stowe^> The Mosaic law.

<at-peace> The law.

<mizpah> college

<at-peace> Anything in this world that takes our focus off of Father

<opentext> Long def. for elements coming up.

Any first thing, from which the others belonging to some series or composite whole take their rise, an element, first principala) the letters of the alphabet as the elements of speech, not however the written characters, but the spoken sounds) the elements from which all things have come, the material causes of the universec) the heavenly bodies, either as parts of the heavens or (as others think) because in them the

elements of man, life and destiny were supposed to resided) the elements, rudiments, primary and

fundamental principles of any art, science, or discipline, that is, of mathematics, Euclid's geometry

just as a child, the world sets up a certain order and pattern which they think we will best learn

<opentext> The more we learn of man's way of thinking, the more under bondage we become. How often, do we then try to apply to God, the same way of learning that we learned in the world?

<stowe^> Usually always at first.

<now-faith> Many times without realizing.

<stowe^> We try to take in all the knowledge without any of the understanding or hearing what is being said.

<helpmate> To start with....cause we don't know any other way.

<at-peace> Often, am learning though to let Father teach me otherwise.

<opentext> And as long as we try to learn under man's tutelage, what will happen to us?

<stowe^> We will get frustrated and many times disappointed and hurt.

<now-faith> We will become confused as the wisdom of God is foolishness to man (carnal wisdom).

<helpmate> Father can't open up His treasures for us.

<mizpah> I do that a lot.

<at-peace> Ever learning... head knowledge, not heart knowledge.

<opentext> So then we end up in bondage to the elements of this world?

<now-faith> yes

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, (KJV)

<opentext> We will start with this verse tomorrow..... any questions from today?

<now-faith> Yes, I didn't understand something you said. <opentext> At one time or another, we

were all still under the law. We all operated as a blasphemer, and were also persecutors at

one time or another. (don't remember to forget those things which are behind). Don't remember to forget?

<opentext> Don't should not be there...sowwy.

<now-faith> oooh ok, whew!

<stowe^> Larry was thinking about Gal 4:1 and 2 .... wouldn't Abraham and Moses and the children of Israel be considered children because God fed them, led them and protected them ... but now since Christ we have the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth?

<opentext> Very good observation cheryl.....for those that operated in faith....rose above the physical

circumstances....and it was accounted unto them as righteousness....because they believed God's promise.

<mizpah> I have a question.

<stowe^> was Enoch ever mentioned as a child of

promise?

<stowe^> sorry miz

<mizpah> go ahead, cher

<opentext> many still today, want God to do all the

work...

<opentext> Gen 5:22-24 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. (KJV)

<opentext> From what i read there...i would say that he had an intimate relationship with God.

<stowe^> Right larry, and not rely on what Father has already given us.

<stowe^> yup, me too :-))

<opentext> Go ahead miz.

<mizpah> You were talking about being in bondage to the elements of this world. But, for some of us...and i am speaking about me, it is difficult to break something that's been instilled into me after four years of college. But, i still get heart knowledge and hear Father, it's just made it harder, right? 

<opentext> Can it be any of a harder time than Paul had? He had been trained under some of the best

teachers of the day.

<now-faith> from birth on up

<mizpah> No...i'm sure it can't...but, i was understanding that if we still struggled with the elements of the world, that meant we are under bondage, still.

<opentext> It all comes down to leaning not to our own understanding, but rather recognizing Father's

wisdom...and allowing that to be the major force in our life. miz....some weeds take a bit longer than

others to uproot, and get out of the garden, but once we recognize them as weeds...half of the battle is over.

<stowe^> And being patient with ourselves as Father works with us, I have 25 years of doctrine to weed out. We are always looking at where we think others are at, and then trying to compare ourselves

with them...rather than asking Father how we are going to what He wants of us. Does that help miz?

<stowe^> I found the scripture I was wondering about with Enoch ... Hebrews 11:5.

<mizpah> i don't know...thinking.

<opentext> Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

(KJV)

<opentext> that he pleased God. 

<stowe^> Yes .. the key ... pleasing God.

<opentext> By faith Enoch was translated .

<stowe^> We become heirs by faith in Christ but it is conditioned upon our belief in him?

<opentext> miz...what holds you on this earth....??

<now-faith> Remember cheryl, we become heirs through that channel of faith in that instrument of

Christ?

<mizpah> Father asking me to do things in service to Him.

<opentext> lol miz.....is it gravity, or the result of His Word?

<mizpah> both

<opentext> His Word created the law of gravity....so by His Word do all things consist...

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> The world says it is by gravity, and neglect the power of His Word.

<mizpah> right

<opentext> So they are held in bondage by the elements of this world.

<now-faith> 1 Tim 6:20-21 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred

concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. (KJV)

<mizpah> That's true, but we were talking about studying the Word, before...like our style, right?

<now-faith> Oppositions of science......opposing the power of God.

<opentext> As we see the truth of God's Word, then we are set free from those bondages...

<opentext> John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. (KJV)

