<opentext> Father, we thank you for this opportunity to gather together in the name of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.  As we come before your throne this day Father, we come with open hearts and minds that that will allow us to hear your counsel for us this day.  We thank you Father for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<MrPicky> Gal 2:6-8 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:  But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) (KJV)

<MrPicky> When we left of last week, we had left of with verse 6, and how Paul was quite clear to show that those that were in conference...added nothing to him.  In verses 7 and 8, Paul shows us to whom he and Peter had been sent to by the Lord.

<MrPicky> Gal 2:9 when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Here in verse 9 we find quite a few interesting comments by Paul.

First of, those who seemed to be pillars of the church…why do you think Paul made this statement?

<Finder> That was their reputation by men.

<opentext> good answer perry

<NowFaith> outward appearances that were known to all

<opentext> Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> These that were thought to be pillars of the church, were teaching that which was contrary to grace.  Also of interest...is that circumcision, was the first rite into the initiation of the law, and thus setting the pattern for adhering to all of the law, and we know that Paul states later in Galatians, that if we follow any of the law, we are fallen from grace.

<opentext> And when James, Cephas, and John, who  seemed to be pillars,....how did James get to become the bishop or leader in Jerusalem?

<mizpah> used his kinship as Jesus Christ's half-brother

<NowFaith> self appointed? 

<Finder> Matt 5:17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  (KJV)

<at-peace> because he was the half brother to Jesus Christ

<opentext> Yes perry, Jesus Christ had to fulfill all of the law, in order to be able to remove us from the curse of the law, under which no man could live.

It is no different today as we look at many ministries...where blood relationship will take precedence over those who are more fitly qualified as well as called by God.

<Finder> Law of relativity

<shama> yes, very true

<opentext> So here we are only about 13 to 17 years into the early church, and we already see mis-teachings, as well as struggles for who will be in charge.

It amazes me, that here we are some 1950 + years later, and believe that we are above these things happening today.  When in all actuality, the devil has had more time to disguise his ways of taking the people away from grace

<Finder> So true..

<stowe>  no new tricks, just different disguises

<opentext> Who does the church set in the positions of authority today, those that are most qualified, or those that they perceive to be called by God?

<Finder> God doesn't call the qualified; He qualifies the called.

<at-peace> usually those who they perceive to be called by God

<opentext> lol...good answer perry and charlene

<opentext> Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

(KJV)

<at-peace> those who talk a good talk, and others don't check out their walk

<opentext> One thing that most people misinterpret is this verse…many people go to meetings truly seeking God...will God deny answering these people?

<mizpah> no

<NowFaith> seek and ye shall find...no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<opentext> So then because these people have gone there seeking the truth, and they heard the Word of God, whether in pretense or in truth, they went seeking a relationship with God.  And God in seeing their hearts, answers their prayer.

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> People immediately assume that this qualifies the minister or the ministry as being of God, which is not the case at all.  It means that God answered those that sought Him, in spite of the person that was on center stage.

<NowFaith> if that qualified the minister or ministry, then wouldn't that also qualify that burning bush and that donkey that Father used to speak through?

<opentext> And this is where we get ourselves in trouble...by not checking out to see if all that was preached does line up with the Word of God.

<opentext> exactly michie...and in most instances then we could say that God has been speaking through some dumb animal.

<Finder> Rom 10:14-15 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, (KJV)

<opentext> And also the first part of verse 15, that they are sent by God, not by man.

<Finder> yep

<opentext> Gal 2:9  And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. (KJV)

<opentext> Now the other thing that i find so interesting about this verse, is the fact that Jesus Christ   had told them to go into all the world, what were they still doing in Jerusalem teaching just the Jews?

<Finder> First to the Jew then to the gentile.

<stowe> sticking to their comfort zone

<NowFaith> their own will, what they felt comfortable in

<Finder> The Jews still need evangelizing.

<opentext> finder, that may be true, but within the NT there is neither Jew nor greek, since the nation of Israel had rejected the Mashiyach when they and crucified Him.

<Rhonda^ME> Is there only gentile?

<at-peace> We are all one in Christ.

<opentext> We are all one in Christ Jesus.

<Finder> But they delineate that Paul should go to the gentile and peter the Jews.

<NowFaith> Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

(KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:5-6 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (KJV)

<Finder> After Salvation this is true.

<opentext> perry, yes that is what **they** said....as they were not doing that which Jesus Christ had asked of them.

<Finder> i see

<opentext> Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (KJV)

<opentext> If that was the case, then i would only be sharing this message with the Jew, for the we would all have to become Jewish to be saved.  It is by grace that we are saved through faith...and that not of works, lest any man should boast.  Paul, before his conversion, was more adherent to the law then any of these disciples...and yet after grace, he went to all the world, even though his heart always had compassion for the Jew.

<Finder> Rom 1:16 We forget that Paul's main purpose for going there to Jerusalem, was to ask them why they were putting people back under the bondage of the law, that Jesus Christ had died to remove us from that curse.

<opentext> And because Israel rejected the Messiah, that is what enabled us to be grafted in, as Paul states so clearly in the 11th chapter of Romans, that they were broken off, that we might be grafted in.

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaith> Did Paul use that wording "jew first.." because the promise was brought to the jews first but through their unbelief and through Jesus Christ it was then also offered to the Gentile?

<at-peace> They were God's chosen people, and they were given the first opportunity to accept Jesus Christ (the Messiah) and they rejected and crucified him.

<opentext> Yes, that is also what is being said there....for in the church age, or age of grace, their is neither Jew nor greek....bond nor free, male or female...we are all one church or body in Christ.

<NowFaith> right, ok

<opentext> I any want to live under the law, all they have to do is stay around after the church is  taken, and they can find out what it is like to live under the law.

<opentext> Gal 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. (KJV)

<opentext> If you saw that someone was truly of God, as they saw of Paul...would you rise against him, or try to make amends with him?

<NowFaith> would not rise against him

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> And this is what we see also in this verse.

<mizpah> try to make amends with him

<shama> would listen to him

<Finder> Even after the "Right of fellowship" was offered; Paul went to the Gentile and "they" went to the Jews.

<opentext> Paul was not responsible for what they did with their salvation, but only with his...and so he went about preaching wherever Father asked him to go.

<opentext> Gal 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.  (KJV)

<opentext> If we look closely with this next verse....they asked Paul to remember the poor, but here again those in charge were looking at the flesh....and were already neglecting the spiritual.  Father is to be our source for daily bread, spiritual first, and then knowing that, that if he provides for even the sparrows, how much more will He provide for those that are made after Him?

<mizpah> He provides all our need.

<shama> He will supply ALL our need.

<opentext> And this we have to remember, for if the spiritual is in order, then Father will provide all that we have need of...according to His riches in glory .by Christ Jesus

<at-peace> Phil 4:19  yet, how often do we too, look to the physical first to justify the spiritual?

<mizpah> many times

<NowFaith> often when we are looking in the wrong direction

<shama> when we lose our focus yes

<at-peace> often

<comeb4him> very often

<opentext> Exactly....for then we are looking in the wrong direction, since God's blessings follow us.  He confirms His Word...with signs following His Word...not any minister or ministry.

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> Seek first the kingdom of Father, and His righteousness, of whom Christ Jesus is made unto us.

<opentext> Gal 2:11-12 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.  (KJV)

<opentext> Tomorrow we will start with these verses.  Any other questions from today, or things to share?

<NowFaith> yes, I have a question.

<opentext> sure michie

<NowFaith> How did you realize that those that were spoken of in Acts 15:1 were those apostles?

<opentext> Besides the Holy Spirit?

<NowFaith> :-) Yes, like were there other verses you saw that pointed to that?

<opentext> If James was the bishop or ruler in Jerusalem...who then would have been setting in order that which was being taught there?

<NowFaith> aaah ok, I see

<Rhonda^ME> i got a question

<opentext> And we will also get into that tomorrow and Wednesday.

<NowFaith> That amazes me still that the very one's that were with Jesus Christ the most ...still kept looking to the flesh.

<opentext> yes Rhonda

<Rhonda^ME> All the way up there in the beginning you said that if we follow any one law we fall from grace?

<opentext> Gal 5:3-4 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (KJV)

<Rhonda^ME> So if i do one thing in the law then i'm not saved by grace anymore?

<opentext> As Paul says there, then you are required to fulfill all of the law, for you are no longer looking for Father's grace to save you.

<Finder> If I am compelled to follow the "whole law" This is an impossible thing.

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

(KJV)

<opentext> Perry, exactly...for only Jesus of Nazareth, led by the Spirit of Christ was able to fulfill this, thus removing us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us...Gal 3:13.

<NowFaith> Rom 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<opentext> We oftentimes forget, that faith was accounted to Abraham, some 430 years before the law, and it is through this promise to Abraham, that the blessings of Abraham come upon us.

<opentext> Gal 3:13-14 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.(KJV)

<opentext> The law was one of the biggest things that Paul had to come up against in the early church...as one can see as they look through Paul's epistles, and yet, who knew the law better then Paul.  For as Saul of Tarsus, he killed and imprisoned those that did not adhere to the law.

