<opentext> Father, we come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.  We ask Lord, that this day you teach us and guide us by your Holy Spirit, that we may hear your Word and follow that Path that you would have us take this day.  We are quick Lord, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> One of the hardest things for us to do, once we are born again, is to come out from under the law.  I find it amazing, that Paul, one who knew the law so well, would be one that Father would use....to preach the liberty of faith in Christ Jesus.  Why is it, that man always tries to keep other men under their subjection?

<NowFaith> For control and power.

<stowe^> It gives that person power and control over them.

<at-peace> Greed, and power.

<opentext> Exactly...and for the Christian, there should be but one power...and that is Christ.


<opentext> Gal 2:17-18 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. (KJV)


<opentext> How many of you, have had a hard time coming out from under the law?


<stowe^> I know I have.


<mizpah> me


<shama> yep


<at-peace> me


<NowFaith> I have


<opentext> Why, when most of Paul's epistles address the issue, that we are no longer under the law....why do most denominations then teach the law?

<NowFaith> Blind leading the blind and people not seeking the approval of God, but rather man whom they can see.

<opentext> Ok, and anything else?

<stowe^> Until you know the mystery how can you teach anything else?

<NowFaith> They (most denominations) are operating in the flesh.

<at-peace> Because they when they were saved, they never continued to seek the Word of God to know the mystery of the Gospel of Christ...being carnal Christians.. then leading others down that same path.

<opentext> Very good, the mystery of the gospel.  And we tend to lean towards those that man appoints, rather then those that Father calls.  As we see just a bit later in the letter to the Galatians, Paul asks if we begin in the Spirit...why then do we later again revert to the flesh? When we are first born again, we know something has happened to us, we cannot see a change....but we know something is different.

<at-peace> We become lazy and slothful in seeking Father for all that we are in need of.

<opentext> However, instead of going to God and His Word to see what has transpired...we go to those who we think have a relationship with God, and follow the counsel that they give us.

<NowFaith> The wax of the flesh builds up and we become dull of hearing.

<opentext> We do not become dull of hearing right away.....for we have a zeal for God....the problem is that we look to man for the guidance...rather then turning to God.  Didn't the Lord Himself say that the Jewish leaders liked to pray on the street corners...looking for man's approval?

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> yes

<NowFaith> yes

<opentext> So we look for those that are making the most noise on the street corners...and think that they are doing what Father asked...and in doing so, we put ourselves back under the law.  If the law was able to save us....then why did Christ have to die?

<stowe^> lol ... just thinking most churches are on street corners.  If the law could save us, He wouldn't have to.

<opentext> lol...yes cheryl...was thinking the same thing.

<at-peace> So they won't be missed...yes...lol.

<opentext> And on the most prominent and busiest streets. So then if Christ died to remove us from the curse of the law...why are we in such a hurry to go back under it?

<NowFaith> People tend to fall back to that which is comfortable, what they have known when they don't seek Father for themselves.

<stowe^> For me it was because I put my trust in those in authority, thinking they had studied and had the knowledge ... instead of seeking out for myself.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed how hard it is to come out from under the law?

<mizpah> yes

<NowFaith> yes

<NowFaith> yes

<stowe^> I sure have, especially if you have been under it for a long time.

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Gal 2:19-20 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV)


<opentext> Why does the law hold us in such bondage?


<stowe^> Because the law deals with flesh, the physical ... that which we can see ... grace deals with faith, the spiritual.

<opentext> Very good cheryl.  The law tells us that we are doing what someone else has told us to do....without us making a cognizant choice to serve God.   Therefore, we do only that which pleases those that can see us, rather then doing that which will please God.

<NowFaith> And thereby being able to live our life as we want to any other time?

<opentext> In the flesh, none of us like to be told that we are doing something wrong.  Exactly. Michie.  However, walking in the spirit, we become aware that Father is always watching, and therefore start living to please God all the time.  Man we can always fool...God is always there. It is of the same thing, when we make ourselves accountable to man....for then we know we only have to be obedient while other men are around.  It is much easier to be accountable to man, than it is to God.  If we are following some other man....can't we always blame them then, when something goes wrong?

<stowe^> sure can

<NowFaith> yes

<mizpah> yes

<NowFaith> We often times blame God as well.

<opentext> Yes, we ask God why He had someone teach us wrong...

<at-peace> We can blame them, but in the end... Father will not take that as an excuse... we are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling....we are ultimately responsible for ourselves and what we give heed to.

<opentext> Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice how personal Paul is in this verse. I am crucified with Christ. I live. The life which I now live in the flesh. Who gave Himself for me


<opentext> Who loved me. How often do we take each verse to be that intimate and personal letter from the Lord Himself to us?

<NowFaith> Not often enough.

<stowe^> Not often enough.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> When we loose that close relationship with Father, is when we are in danger of being pulled back under the law.  For God so loved ***you***, that He gave His only begotten Son, that ***you*** might live forever with Him...

If there had only been ****you*** He would have still asked His Son to die for you, that ***you*** might have life

<opentext> Heb 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (KJV)


<opentext> 2 Pet 2:20-21 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (KJV)


<at-peace> Neglect not the gift that is in you. 


<opentext> Exactly charlene....you...cannot neglect that is in you. After we escape the law of commandments...through the knowledge of Jesus Christ, we then are drawn back under the law...what bondage have we placed ourselves under?

<NowFaith> seven times worse?

<stowe^> Actually under the bondage of satan.

<opentext> I find Peter's letter interesting, that some 20 years after being confronted by Paul...he now preaches the same message as Father had Paul teach from the beginning.

<at-peace> The bondage of the law... we are subject to all of the law.


<opentext> 2 Pet 2:21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (KJV)


<opentext> Peter obviously had insights into how difficult it was to come out from under the law a 2nd time.


<stowe^> Because it happened to him!

<opentext> Yes cheryl...exactly.


<opentext> Gal 2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. (KJV)


<opentext> How many of you think that Christ died in vain?


<mizpah> He didn't.

<NewSong> not me

<at-peace> not me

<stowe^> I know He didn't.

<shama> not me

<opentext> Then remember that, next time that someone tries to drag you back under the law...and you give ear to it, that you are telling Father that His Son died for no useful purpose.  How many of you would want to stand in front of Father and say that to Him?

<NowFaith> You are denying Christ and if you deny Him, He will deny you before Father.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<at-peace> I wouldn't.

<NewSong> not me

<shama> no

<opentext> Have you ever stopped to wonder, why the devil works so hard to get us back under the law?

<NowFaith> no

<stowe^>  Wow ... because if we are under the law we are denying the work of Christ in us.

<opentext> Exactly.

<NowFaith> Denying that His grace is sufficient.

<at-peace> satan wants as much company as he can get.

<opentext> Gal 3:1 foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  (KJV)

<opentext> Paul uses some very strong words here.  How long would Paul be in most so called churches...if he stood up there and asked them who had put a spell on them?


<NowFaith> Not long at all.


<stowe^> lol .. not long.


<opentext> How long would you listen to someone if they said you were a blockhead...and were dull of hearing?

<NewSong> Not long.

<NowFaith> Not at all.

<stowe^> Depends on whether or not I respected the person ... and their opinions.

<mizpah> not long

<opentext> And yet, this is how Paul is addressing all the churches in Galatia...only a year after he had been there.

<at-peace> If I didn't know them very well, probably not long.

<stowe^> He was giving them a wake-up call.

<opentext> The thing that is interesting...is that first he says they are blockheads...and then proceeds to tell them they have a spell on them....very strong words.....and can only be heard if seeking the truth.

<stowe^> depends on whether or not I respected the

person ... and their opinions.

<at-peace> if I didn't know them very well, probably not long. And this is where part of the problem comes in....how can we ever know if someone is speaking the truth, unless we ourselves know the truth, and study for Father's approval?

<stowe^> we can't

<shama> we can't

<at-peace> we can't

<mizpah> we cannot

<opentext> So if we base our salvation on man's ideas and opinions....we ourselves are in great danger.

<NowFaith> Impossible because the flesh is contrary to the spirit.

<mizpah> yes

<stowe^> Yes, it has to line up with the Word of God.

<opentext> This is why we need to get to know Father through Jesus Christ...so that we are able to hear His voice.

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> Yes, michie.

<NowFaith> Can we hear His voice and recognize the truth if we are walking in the flesh and disobedience? <opentext> It takes the Holy Spirit to be able to filter out the devils garble.

<opentext> When walking in the flesh, we are hearing both Father, and the father of lies...and it will be very hard to distinguish who is speaking.

<NowFaith> aaah ok

<opentext> This is why we always have to go back to the Word...and know the truth for ourselves.  It is the continuing in the Word that sets us free

<opentext> this will be a good place to stop for today...any questions from today’s study?

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<stowe^> Sorry if this sounds muddled, but was thinking about Gal 2:20 ... "I live by the faith of the Son of God" ... again it's not *my faith* but Christ's faith in me, as I become more aware of his presence.  Again, it's not longer I who live, but Christ in me.

<opentext> Yes...for we are given the measure of faith, by the gift of God...the measure of the gift of Christ....that same Spirit that guided Jesus of Nazareth.

This is why we have the choice to hear or not hear.  To continue in grace..or return to the law.

<stowe^> So until I get a heart knowledge of Christ living in me, nothing less will do.

<opentext> Does that help? Exactly.

<stowe^> Yes, it does thanks.

<NowFaith> And if we are unsettled, confused, angry, depressed, etc etc...these should be some indication to us where we are choosing to walk.  The more we learn and know, the more Father then asks of us.

<opentext> Yes michie...so when you get in one of those moods again...try to recall that.  

<at-peace> When we are in the flesh, it is sometimes difficult to see or hear what we are doing.

<NowFaith> I know I can count on my brethren to remind me.

<opentext> It is hard to hear that, when we are walking like that.

<stowe^> Never thought of it in that light before ... guess I was still depending on *my faith* to pull me through.  Sorry, I'm still in another thought pattern! lol

<opentext> np cheryl

<NowFaith> The love of Christ that is shed abroad in our hearts.

<opentext> By the Holy Spirit.  Which is given unto us.

<at-peace> The gift of God.

<opentext> For the next few days, we will be covering the first 5 verses of chapter 3.  Thank you all again for the good participation today....that is what makes the study so real to all.

<stowe^> Yes it does.

