August 13

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, another day to serve you through your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ, as we gather together, let us have open hearts and ears to receive your guidance and counsel this day through your Word

<opentext> let all that we say and do this day Lord, give praise, honor and glory to you Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (KJV)

<opentext> Interesting how Paul says that **they walked not according to the truth of the gospel** We not only have to hear the Word of God, but we have to allow it to be a real way of life for us.

It is easy to memorize what the Word says, but quite another to live the Word. For many of us are like Peter, for we live according to who ever happens to be around us.

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<stowe^> Was pondering that yesterday .. the difference between *seeing* (reading the word of God) and *hearing* (hearing what Father had us reading).

<opentext> Or even reading more than Father asked us to, and thus we miss hearing what Father was trying to show us.

<stowe^> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> We all at times just read the Word, rather then hearing the guidance that Father has for us that day.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)

<opentext> If we hear the Word, it will carry over to our conversation, because we love the brethren.

<stowe^> Yes, and before I always thought "faith comes by hearing" meant that I had to *hear* others preach the gospel, and we have their spiritual welfare at heart, and want that persons faith to be exercised also, so we present them with the pure Word of God, not a watered down version.

Faith comes by hearing..(stopping all that you are doing, and hearing..(giving audience to)..all that Father has to speak to you. Many hear what others say....and fail to hear Father speaking.

<stowe^> yes

<opentext> That is why our eyes and ears should be on the Giver of life...not the messenger that He uses.

<opentext> Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, (KJV)

<opentext> Many walk according to the gospel, but not according to the truth of it.

<at-peace> We are to walk honestly.

<opentext> They only see the letter of the law, not the Spirit which gives life. Yes charlene, and the only way that we can walk honestly, is by staying in the truth of it by the spirit.

<opentext> Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, (KJV)

<opentext> Why do you think Paul addressed Peter on this issue?

<mizpah> not sure

<stowe^> Because it is the very foundation of Christ's message?

<NowFaith> He was put charge over the others.

<stowe^> Grace has replaced law.

<opentext> Several things we can ponder here....one that Paul sensed that he was the one that should have been in charge, and secondly, that he had a habit of doing this, until those that he feared came around. Peter would live like the Gentiles...free from the law, until spies from James came around.

<mizpah> Denying who and what he truly believed?

<opentext> Yes...Peter was swayed by men, more then the Word.

<mizpah> Anytime we allow the flesh to control us instead of the Spirit...isn't that what we do?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (KJV)

<opentext> Even in our own lives....don't we often behave differently around different people?

<mizpah> yes

<stowe^> Yes, but getting better at not doing that.

<opentext> Non-Christians will come around, so we do not speak the Word as much as we would around the brethren?

<NowFaith> Yes, I have often checked my faith at the secular door, which is something that I am growing in.

<opentext> We can not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, however, we cannot force the Word on anyone either, so we have to hear all of Father's counsel in each and every situation.

<opentext> Gal 2:15-16 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> For by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. If we put ourselves under any part of the law.....we are in trouble, yet...how often do we put ourselves under the law?

<mizpah> used to all the time before I learned better. What each of us has to come to an understanding of, is what comprises faith, and what is it that puts us under the law?

<at-peace> Sometimes I don't think we realize that we have done that to ourselves until after we have returned to the Spirit.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Or, we come to a realization of it, and then return to the Spirit. Yes miz.

<at-peace> Yes, agreed.

<mizpah> Are we either under the mosaic law or law of faith...on or the other?

<mizpah> One or the other?

<opentext> One or the other....no in between. 

<mizpah> o

<opentext> The just shall live by faith.

<NowFaith> Whatever is not of faith is.......

<mizpah> law?

<opentext> We either live under the law of faith....or the old testament law....and we just read that under the Mosaic law...we can never be justified.

<NowFaith> If the flesh cannot please God, wouldn't it be sin?

<opentext> Rom 14:23 faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<mizpah> I guess I thought you could not live in faith, but not live under the law, either.

<opentext> We walk by faith, and not by sight. 

<NowFaith> Are we operating in the law any time we are operating in the flesh, trying to be justified in the flesh?

<opentext> It is hard to get to that point, since in the past, we had to be as Thomas, and see and touch everything before we believed.

<mizpah> Right, but occasionally get caught up in the flesh...just wasn't sure if under these conditions we are under the law, again.

<opentext> The law exposed sin for what it was...but never gave us a relationship that was pleasing to Father. Anytime we revert to the flesh, we are under the mosaic law. 

<mizpah> Even though we are saved, and most time walk in the Spirit?

<mizpah> wow

<opentext> The Mosaic law was the law of sin and death.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-4 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (KJV)

<opentext> By the law...no one could be justified....so if we live under any portion of it...we are subject to it all...and are fallen from grace.

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV) 

<opentext> The law is what man did in the physical....faith is what we do in the Spirit before God...not man. michie, the flesh never wants to hear that, because the flesh is pleased and motivated by accomplishments that it can measure.

<NowFaith> That is true.

<opentext> How many of us here have figured out yet how to measure the gift of Christ?

<NowFaith> Which is a lust of the flesh.

<stowe^> Not me.

<mizpah> I sure haven't.

<NowFaith> I didn't know that it could be measured.

<opentext> It cannot, that is why we need to seek Father each day to exercise our faith to a new level.

<opentext> To expand our working knowledge of the Word of God. Each day as we study, we should be asking Father to open something new to us in His Word. How many times have you read a verse **you thought that you knew** only to have Father say now look at it this way?

<NowFaithIs> Countless times.

<mizpah> I sure have!

<stowe^> Often lately.

<shama> All the time lately.

<opentext> And it opened a whole new meaning to you.

<opentext> This is the excitement we need to learn to carry into our fellowship time with Father each day.

<opentext> We are built upon the foundation, with Christ Jesus being the chief cornerstone.

And we build upon that by studying precept upon precept....line upon line... here a little and there a little ....is how Father speaks unto His children.

<mizpah> But, sometimes we want here a lot and there a lot!

<opentext> Yes, and that is when we usually get ahead of God. Many times I am on the same verse for days.

<NowFaithIs> I have found myself on one sentence or a few words of one verse for days!

<opentext> Or it could be several verses...as it has been for the last week. If we always remember that Father does know best, we will not try to get ahead of Him. How many of you think that you can impress God?

<stowe^> I know I can't.

<mizpah> Please Him, yes...impress Him, no.

<shama> no

<NowFaithIs> We can only present ourselves as holy and acceptable as we present ourselves a living sacrifice unto Him. 

<opentext> So, then, we can impress Father, if we do as He asks of us, no more and no less.

It is when **we** decide to add to, or take away from what He asked, that we get into disobedience.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> Yes miz.

<mizpah> Is pleasing Father and impressing Father the same thing?

<opentext> Yes.

<NowFaithIs> Seems odd to think that adding to serving Father would be disobedience, but that is true.

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to please God. As we add to or take away from what Father asks of us, would be comparable to under the law, changing one jot or tittle.

<NowFaithIs> That is why it is so imperative to make sure we have heard from Father and spend serious time in prayer before doing anything that might cause us to do that.

<mizpah> Maybe sometimes, we don't hear Father clearly, and do more or less...however, with the law, it's a conscious effort to add or take away.

<opentext> If you take the time to look at Hebrews chapter 11, you will find many listed there that pleased God, by operating in faith. Even under grace, it is a effort on our part to react in the flesh by thinking we will do more or less then Father asked.

<NowFaithIs> And without the Holy Spirit indwelling them.

<opentext> If we do less...being lazy...and thus dull of hearing. If doing more, pride has entered in, and we know that pride comes before the fall.

<NowFaithIs> Wow, that is so true.

<mizpah> I guess I thought getting ahead of Father was the mistake of being over zealous to please Father, not being prideful.

<opentext> Having a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge...and we know that within Christ, are hidden all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

<NowFaithIs> So if that zeal isn't according to knowledge which is Christ, then it would be of the flesh which is pride?

<opentext> Yes.

<NowFaithIs> Wow.

<stowe^> Paul was a perfect example of that before his Damascus experience.

<opentext> Pride says let me show God what I can or am doing. Faith say let me do that which is pleasing to Father. This is why we always have to be led by the Spirit of God. 

To be led, we have to be a follower. This is a good place to break for today, and we will start here again Monday. Any questions from today?

<stowe^> Ws thinking about the 10 commandments and how most of the laws of the land are based on it .... and how if we walk by faith we don't follow the law ... but if we are walking in grace we would not want to displease Father ... and would be able to keep the spirit of the law.

<opentext> Yes cheryl...if we are pleasing Father, we never come under the law...mosaic or that of the land...when we walk without the spirit, then we find ourselves under the law, and subject to the penalties of it.

<stowe^> Yes, it is beginning to make sense now.

<NowFaithIs> I hadn't heard before now the seriousness of not walking the walk when we are around others....that we are denying Christ, that we have fallen from grace.....etc.

<opentext> There are times coming, that the laws of the land will want us to deny God...and then it will be that we have a choice to make.

<NowFaithIs> Or any other time for that matter.

<opentext> Exactly michie.

<NowFaithIs> cheryl, yes, I don't know that I understood what the spirit of the law meant.

<opentext> How can two walk together unless they be agreed? Evil communications corrupts good morals.

<NowFaithIs> My flesh didn't want to hear that I was denying Christ when I was walking in the flesh, but we are, we are denying that His grace is sufficient no matter what the circumstance or situation.

<opentext> Correct.

<NowFaithIs> It grieves me to think of the pride and dull of hearing that have accompanied those times and the fact that I denied Him.

<opentext> Just like Peter....would do what Father asked of him...until...those of the law came around...then reverted to the flesh to please man. How Paul's counsel from God must have cut at his heart.

<NowFaithIs> If we are in rebellion to the truth (the truth of knowing we are denying Christ), then we become dull of hearing Father for guidance and direction on our lives and we continue to make the same mistakes over and over.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, exactly.

<opentext> Correct.

<NowFaithIs> Until we can come to that realization of the seriousness of abiding in the flesh, I think that it is destined to repeat itself...no?

<opentext> Any time we are corrected by God, it causes the flesh to wince....and cuts at the very heart of our being.

<stowe^> I would rather it cut at my heart and be able to repent, than to become so dull of hearing or seared I couldn't see the truth anymore.

<NowFaithIs> That is so true cheryl and I was asking Father's forgiveness throughout the study today, in that I rejoice that I DID hear--today!!

<opentext> michie...the more we get into the habit of doing something, the harder it is to overcome.

<mizpah> So, when Paul was talking about his thorn in the flesh, and baptizing people when he shouldn't have, he was under the law, during these times, and prideful, denying Christ Jesus?

<NowFaithIs> And the duller in hearing we become?

<opentext> Yes, michie.

<NowFaithIs> Well michie got the ice pick today!

<opentext> miz.......that was not the thorn in his flesh...however, every time Paul realized that he had strayed from what Father had asked of him, he saw the pride that had developed to do what man wanted....and caused him to repent. Otherwise we would not see his growth that we do in the epistles.

<opentext> michie....spiritual q-tips do wonders if used properly.

<NowFaithIs> I do believe that this issue with me required a spiritual ice pick!

<opentext> Or, maybe hot living waters, to melt the wax build up out of the way.

<NowFaithIs> What liberty , I have been going round and round and round on this issue.

<opentext> There is always liberty in Christ. 

<stowe^> Now to walk it out michie, that is always the challenge.

<NowFaithIs> I mean, I had heard what peter did, but I didn't equate that with my own life. hahaha, really cheryl, but being surrounded by non Christians, should make that challenge readily available!

<opentext> It is always easier to hear the correction for someone else’s life...and never see the need in our own.

<stowe^> I can relate michie 

<stowe^> So true, larry.

<NowFaithIs> You know......sometimes during study I will sit and think....yup--that is what so and so is doing...that is when I stop and ask, am I too?

<opentext> That is why when we see the problem in someone else, we need to check the spiritual mirror.

<NowFaithIs> Yes.

<opentext> If we forget the beam in our own eye, we then walk around listed to one side.

<stowe^> When a ship is listed is that when it usually takes in more water .... until it topples?

<NowFaithIs> lol a double minded man is unstable in all his ways..........I look at that as those that speak harshly of others but don't see or recognize their own shortcomings.

<opentext> lol, yes...just like the titanic.

<stowe^> Done that a few times in my life.

