opentext> Father we come before your throne this day with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts and on our lips through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Lord that you feed us this morning with your heavenly manna which will give us that strength that will carry us through this day, or evening at rest are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. (KJV)

<opentext> We left off here yesterday, and one thing that I wanted to remind us of before we go on to the next verse.....the poor are those in spirit...since this is for spiritual instruction, yet most try to appease their conscience by giving money, rather then being able to give spiritual food. This is why the Word tells us that we are to be ready to give an answer for every man that asks of the hope that is in us...(well, we should be anyway).

<at-peace> And that we should walk honestly toward those without.

<opentext> Yes, for as we follow the example of Jesus Christ, He cheated or defrauded no one, but also note, that it says to remember the poor, so that also includes praying for those that Father places on your heart.

<opentext> Eph 6:18-19 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, (KJV)

<opentext> Paul sums it up very well here, in explaining the role of one that walks as His ambassador. It is after all, the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ....not the complexity of it.

<opentext> Gal 2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you, would have wanted the task that Father had asked Paul to do here?

<shama> no

<mizpah> I couldn't handle it, myself.

<helpmate> don't think so

<at-peace> not me

<stowe^> Not me, I don't like conflict at the best and times, and certainly not with an apostle.

<Finder> Only if called and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

<opentext> What do you think Paul went through to get to the point that he knew beyond any doubt, that Father was asking him to do this?

<Finder> It wasn't easy...

<mizpah> He must have went through a lot of warring between the mind and Spirit.

<stowe^> He would have to be very sure of what the problem was and probably asked God to confirm that this is what He was asking him to do.

<opentext> And if he was at all like me...he would have asked Father for confirmation again and again. You know that he had to be asking Father, how can you send me to bring your correction to someone that was before me. This is the confidence that we also have to gain in the Word, and hearing Father's voice, so that we are as sure of all that Father asks of us, no matter how big or small that it may seem. Most of us would much rather have sent a letter...and yet Paul is quite clear to tell us that he withstood him to the face.

<stowe^> Was that because the error was made so openly, so it had to be addressed openly?

<helpmate> Paul knew in his heart that Father would have the right words for him to speak.

<opentext> What I see here, is that as long as Paul was before the elders that were at Jerusalem, that it was then that Father had him address Peter while he was there.

<MrPicky> I do not believe that Paul was aware of the fact that he had to address Peter while he was there, until after the fact that he was there. Do you think Peter was able to look Paul in the eyes during this conversation?

<mizpah> nope

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<stowe^> No, just like us when we know we are wrong it's difficult to look someone in the eye.

<mizpah> Or when we are embarrassed about being chewed out by someone we respect.

<MrPicky> How often does Father ask us to say something to some one, and we find all kinds of excuses to not do what we were asked?

<stowe^> most times

<helpmate> sometimes

<at-peace> many times

<mizpah> Excuses are a dime a dozen, but we don't come up with good reasons, when Father asked something of us.

<Finder> There really are no good reasons not to.

<MrPicky> This is the confidence that it is essential that we grow in...so that we are able to do all that which Father asks of us. Especially in these end times, when there is much more false teaching going on then there is proper teaching.

<MrPicky> Isa 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Have we gotten to the point yet, that we will respond this way to Father?

<mizpah> I...don't know about that....when I think of some of the places He could send me.

<stowe^> ummm, no I usually say here I am .... send someone more knowledgeable!

<MrPicky> Especially since the world teaches us never to volunteer...

<MrPicky> 1 Pet 3:15-16 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Does this above verse say, that it is only those that are apostles , prophets, pastors or teachers that are supposed to have the answer when asked?

<stowe^> nope

<shama> no

<mizpah> No...everybody in Christ should have an answer to everyone that asks.

<helpmate> every Christian

<at-peace> no

<MrPicky> Unless we beam confidence, why would anyone ask us?

<helpmate> They won't.

<stowe^> They wouldn't.

<at-peace> They wouldn't.

<mizpah> They probably wouldn't.

<stowe^> o/

<helpmate> We will look confused and uncertain.

<MrPicky> yes cheryl

<stowe^> Was just thinking that is the difference between revelation knowledge and acquired knowledge .... Paul had revelation knowledge of the gospel, Peter had an acquired knowledge but it hadn't become revelation knowledge to him yet.

<MrPicky> Very good point cheryl.

<mizpah> o/

<MrPicky> When we are taught the Word by others, we have to develop it in our life to the point that we have confidence to act upon it, by our conversations with Father.

<stowe^> That happens with us too ... thinking of myself over the past few months.

<MrPicky> yes miz

<mizpah> How could he be an apostle or prophet without revelation knowledge?

<MrPicky> who?

<mizpah> Peter

<MrPicky> Peter...because he was chosen by Jesus Christ.

<mizpah> ok...but, he didn't have a revelation knowledge like Paul...but, because he walked with Jesus Christ.

<Finder> I wonder why the Holy Spirit didn't confront him directly?

<MrPicky> Well, Peter did have revelation knowledge....Matt 16 as well as the transfiguration.

<mizpah> Oh, that's right...sorry.

<MrPicky> Perry, the Holy Spirit did, but Peter at this point in his walk, was more influenced by men, then he was by the Holy Spirit.

<Finder> thanks

<MrPicky> And we also see that as long as James and his representatives were not around, then Peter did as Father asked.

<stowe^> o/

<MrPicky> yes cheryl

<stowe^> Also wouldn't Peter have had it somewhat with the trip to Cornelius' house, but sometimes witnessing an event and understanding the full meaning of what happened can take time?

<MrPicky> cheryl, yes and no. The problem arises because we often put more faith in other men, then we do with our own ability that has been developed in our relationship with God.

<stowe^> ah, I see ... yes that is true.

<MrPicky> We also have the tendency to think that everyone else has a closer walk with God then we do.

<at-peace> Peter had a lot of head knowledge of Jesus Christ because he was with him in the flesh, and it took time to develop the heart knowledge.

<Latissia> What do you mean by putting faith in other man?

<at-peace> To not look to man, but to look to Father.

<MrPicky> But also as Cheryl said, Peter did have a vision while at Cornelius's house, so why did he not take the time to hear all of Father's instruction before going on any further.

<stowe^> Sometimes we get so excited we run with a little instead of waiting for the full revelation.

<MrPicky> Latissia...we are quicker to hear what other men will say, rather then taking the time to go to the Bible, and have Father instruct us by His Holy Spirit.

<Latissia> That's true.

<Latissia> Some goes to counselors.

<MrPicky> Rather then going to the Counselor.

<MrPicky> Gal 2:11-12 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but (KJV)

<MrPicky> we can see and hear several other things here in this verse also. We see that Paul states quite clearly, that Peter was to be blamed. Also, we see how James was the one that was in charge in Jerusalem...and how did he get in that position above those that Father had appointed?

<mizpah> Because of nepotism.

<helpmate> By his relation ship to Jesus Christ.

<at-peace> What's nepotism?

<MrPicky> Or as Perry said yesterday...by the law of relativity.

<helpmate> Family ties.

<stowe^> :-)

<MrPicky> Fleshly family ties.

<at-peace> k

<MrPicky> After all that Peter had been through...how was he again fearful of other men?

<stowe^> Because he was seeing in the physical realm instead of the spiritual.

<at-peace> His focus was not on Father.

<MrPicky> Yes...but how did he get to this point?

<Finder> Peter certainly had a strong history of carnality.

<MrPicky> Exactly, charlene.

<MrPicky> Also good answer, Perry.

<MrPicky> Peter had a tendency to lean back to the flesh, and neglect his fellowship with Father.

<Finder> <---- can relate to that.

<MrPicky> What does that tell us, will happen to us, if we rely on man, and not Father?

<Latissia> Why do people rely on man?

<helpmate> We will walk after the flesh, also.

<stowe^> That we will always be drawn back to the fleshly realm and become more dependent on man's opinion instead of Father's.

<Finder> Lack of faith...

<MrPicky> Latissia...there are several reasons that man will do that.

<Latissia> Please tell.

<at-peace> That we also have a tendency to lean back to the flesh, and neglect our own relationship with Father. 

<opentext> If they listen to another man...then they will try to tell Father that is what they were taught...but will still be found guilty. We (man) is always willing to let someone else do the studying...and thus they can blame them if they were taught wrong...however, we are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling, and many men, like to keep control over other men, as it gives them a sense of power.

<Latissia> That's true.

<MrPicky> And man, as a whole..is a herd animal, and will always follow the crowd.

<Latissia> I have the same problem.

<MrPicky> The job of any true man or woman of God, is to point the people to Father through Jesus Christ, as well as show the people how to feed themselves.

<Finder> If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. Sorry... forgot the quotes.

<MrPicky> Exactly Perry....and this is what each of us has to do daily...for 7 days without prayer, makes one weak.

<Finder> Amen!

<MrPicky> Matt 16:24-25 The said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. (KJV)

<MrPicky> This is a good place for us to stop today, and we will continue here tomorrow. Any questions from today or things to share?

<mizpah> yeh

<mizpah> Where Jesus Christ say take up his cross....that means for us to pray?

<MrPicky> miz...how can we do what Father asks, without being in constant fellowship with Him?...as Paul say...pray without ceasing.

<mizpah> I know that...just didn't know what it meant by take up his cross and follow me.

<Finder> Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 

<MrPicky> To walk the steps that Jesus Christ set for us to follow....putting the body in subjection to the Spirit.

<MrPicky> Exactly Perry....maintaining that conversation with Father always, so we will do His will, and not ours.

<shama> What if we are only praying for others and neglect prayer for ourselves....is that why we get weak or not?

<MrPicky> They kingdom come, thy will be done. steph...yes, we need to pray for ourselves as well.

<Latissia> Do you think it's okay to be in a crowd of non-believers?

<MrPicky> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV)

<MrPicky> 1 Cor 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

(KJV)

<MrPicky> If we hang around those that constantly tear us down, what will the end result be?

<Latissia> I see your point.

<Finder> 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

<Latissia> but...It's hard.

<MrPicky> Peter hung around those that were again under the law...and what happened to him? Latissia, yes it is hard....the Lord never told us it would be easy.

<Latissia> I guess so.

<MrPicky> But He did tell us that His grace is sufficient.

<opentext> We do become a product of that which we hang around or associate with....that is why we need to surround ourselves with those that are likeminded in the Word.

<Finder> Mt 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

<Finder> Ro 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

