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<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that we can gather together in the name of your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ.  Let us have an open heart and a ready mind to hear that which you have for each of us this day.  Let us partake of the heavenly manna, that we might have that spiritual strength to make it through this day.  We are quick Lord, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 2:1-2 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  (KJV)

<opentext> As we continue our journey through Galatians.....we see here that Paul again returns to Jerusalem.  We can see and hear, that he went up by revelation.....how do you think he means this?

<mizpah> That Father revealed to him that he should go.

<at-peace> Father asked him to.

<^Finder> He responded to a revelation God gave him..

<opentext> Good answers....how much better off would we all be, if we only acted when Father asked us to, rather then acting on our own, as we have a tendency to do so many times?

<mizpah> We would be sooooo much better off!

<stowe^> Very much better off..

<at-peace> Much better off.

<opentext> So many times...we have a tendency to get a head of God, and once in awhile behind Him.

<mizpah> Father should always be behind us, bringing up the rear guard.

<opentext> Another thing to consider here is this also....how many of us would have been willing to confront James, Peter and John, unless the Lord had asked us to?  Exactly, miz.

<mizpah> I sure wouldn't have wanted to.

<stowe^> not me!

<shama> me neither

<at-peace> nope, not me neither

<opentext> Gal 2:2  And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  (KJV)

<opentext> Another thing to note here...is that Paul was not looking for an argument, but was using and hearing Father's wisdom in going to them privately.

<^Finder> Better not to front a brother off.

<opentext> In private, he shared with them, those things that Father had revealed to him.  Yes finder....we do not always have to make a scene to accomplish that which Father has asked of us.

<stowe^> A lot of time a person understands us better if we can talk one on one without distractions also.

<opentext> Often times we forget that those serving the Lord should be out to bring unity to the faith...as Paul says so eloquently in Ephesians 4.

<opentext> Yes cheryl....we can better deliver the message without all of the distractions.

<opentext> Eph 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  (KJV)

<opentext> Often times we forget, that there is but "one Lord, one faith, one baptism".

<^Finder> one body

<opentext> When the Lord returns for His body...it is exactly that...**one** body.  Also....it is interesting to note, that Paul says that he did not want all of this to be done in vain, so by talking with the disciples privately...he could confront them on returning to the law...without putting them totally on the defensive, but rather have them ready to hear all of that which Father asked them to share.

<stowe^> Is that because sometime we have a message to give, but because of the way we present it, we can offend .. and thus effective all we've done is "spin our wheels"

<stowe^> oops, yes :-)

<opentext> yes...exactly...and this could happen for any number of reasons.

<mizpah> There is a difference between confronting someone and sharing with someone...confronting is not productive...in vain.

<opentext> yes...and this is why we need to always wait for Father's wisdom and timing in each and every situation.

<^Finder> He may have been just a little anxious. After all these were "Church Fathers" .that God was having him address.

<opentext> finder...very good point...many times we are blinded by who men appear to be...and thus back off from what Father asks of us.

<^Finder> Not to mention they were not really acceptive of him in the beginning.

<opentext> Many times i have wondered, if maybe it took this many years for Paul to get up the courage, to go and confront those at Jerusalem, about the fact that they were putting the people back under the law, which Christ had died to remove them from.

<^Finder> Had to overcome the "Saul of Tarsus" rep.

<opentext> finder...exactly....since the disciples had not done as Jesus Christ had asked of them...He had said to go to all the world...and they tried to keep the salvation message amongst the Jews only.

<stowe^> Or was it because it took him that long himself to come to believe and unlearn those things he had been taught.

<^Finder> Good point, stowe.

<opentext> That also....as many of us have a past reputation to overcome.....as people will be quicker to believe our past, rather then to believe anything good could ever come of us.

<^Finder> Our carnal nature always competes with the unction of the Holy Spirit..

<mizpah> Until we get home...we can only speculate.

<opentext> Yes and no....we can always hear Father's insights into what He shows each of us, since each of us need different areas of encouragement, and the flesh will always get in the way, and fight that which the Spirit of God tries to show us.

<^Finder> yes

<opentext> How many of us are still unlearning things that man has taught us?

<^Finder> everyday

<stowe^> me

<at-peace> me

<mizpah> I am.

^Finder raises hand

<shama> oh yes

<opentext> We all have weeds in the garden....as we in the past believed man more then the Word of God.

<opentext> yes finder

<^Finder> Just agreeing...sorry.

<opentext> lol

<opentext> Not a problem.  It goes back to something as simple as ..."how many wise men (magi) were at the manger.  Things that we had been taught, but never were as the Bereans, to go and see what the Word had to say, rather then listening to man's rendition of it. so also in verse 2 of Gal...we see and hear Paul's confidence in that which Father had revealed to him....and that he was going to do that which Father had asked of him....regardless of how impossible it may have appeared in the physical.

<opentext> Gal 2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:   (KJV)

<at-peace> He was confident, and knew that he could do all thing through Christ which strengthens him,

<opentext> yes...Phil 1:6, and 4:13.  
By using Father's wisdom....in going there....they were not compelled to be put under the law, and at a later date...we will cover why then Paul allowed timothy to be circumcised a little later on in the book of Acts.

<opentext> Gal 2:4  And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:  (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we notice that others try to put us back under the bondage of the law?

<mizpah> They try.

<^Finder> Those that wish to control.

<shama> often

<opentext> And what does one have to do, to be an effective spy?

<mizpah> Act like the group he is spying on.

<stowe^> They have to case out their enemy and know their ways.

<^Finder> Assimilate into a group and report.

<opentext> …or as the Lord said...as a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

<stowe^> Usually they "creep" in ...

<^Finder> Talk the talk.

<opentext> Yes, usually when exposed, they are quite creepy.

<mizpah> You have to watch their feet....or walk.

<^Finder> You'll know them by their fruits.

<opentext>  Isn't it interesting, that the more that we grow in the liberty that is in Christ Jesus, the more people there are, that try to pull us back into the bondage that we have once been delivered from.

<at-peace> Or listen to the Holy Spirit within you, that says there is something not right with this person.

<shama> yep

<^Finder> Those in bondage love company.

<stowe^> What is liberty --- the right to choose whom we will serve?

<opentext> So we can see then, that we have to always be listening to Father's wisdom and guidance by the Holy Spirit....so that we are not mislead.

<^Finder> "Wise as a serpent"

<mizpah> Harmless as a dove.

<opentext> cheryl....liberty is that freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, that which has removed us from the curse of the law....and allows us to worship God in Spirit and in truth...not within the boundaries which man says that it can only happen.  I can pray anytime, anyplace and anywhere...without man ever hindering me.

<stowe^> Okay, but it's not doing whatever we please?

<opentext> I can fellowship with Father here with the brethren...or while i am out walking in the mountains...it is a relationship that is not confined to physical boundaries.

<mizpah> It's doing whatever pleases Father, without man's interference.

<opentext> We still have to stay within the guidelines of the epistles....this is where we have to learn to love our neighbor as our self.  In other words....

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:

(KJV)

<stowe^> Right, point I was getting at was that was the argument of the Judaiziers ... that if man was given liberty without the law, he would become immoral..

<opentext> …and that is the ministry of Jesus Christ.  ahh...ok.

<opentext> Yes, they still wanted to control man.  This is what people so often miss also....

<stowe^> And didn't believe that the power of the Holy Spirit was able to keep us ...

<opentext> What could compel someone such as Paul....that was a Pharisee of Pharisees....that knew the law so well...and had a zeal 2nd to none...cause him to do such a turn around in His life?

<stowe^> Christ in him.

<opentext> Exactly...and if it could break the curse of the law that had surrounded him for the biggest part of his life...then what can it do for each of us.

<stowe^> Amazingly more than all we could ask for.

<^Finder> But the illumination came on the road to Damascus. A not too subtle event..

<mizpah> Free us from the bondage of this world and set us at liberty in Christ.

<mizpah> But, my salvation and gaining the mystery of the gospel of Jesus Christ, was not so subtle, either.

<opentext> Yes....and each of us have had our encounter with God...maybe not to the same magnitude to that of Paul...but none the less Father has talked with us, and now that we have learned to know Him...what do we do with it from this point on?

<^Finder> I agree. Just making a point that the Lord may sometime intervene at a degree commensurate with our need or entrenched stubbornness at the time.

<at-peace> Continue daily to diligently seek Father and all that he has for us in His Word.

<stowe^> Live a life pleasing to Father, and look for one more we can share the hope that is within us with.

<shama>Kkeep learning each day.

<opentext> We have to study for Father's approval, that we may have that **answer** when asked of that hope that is within us.

<^Finder> Be sensitive to his leading and not on our own "Program".

<opentext> finder...very good point...Father deals with each of us with where we are at.  Some just happen to be a bit more stubborn that the one next to us.

<mizpah> ...or dying a bit sooner, until Father intervenes with His Word.

<opentext> And then we have the other extreme as well...the person that has never really done anything wrong.

<opentext> So how does someone like that get reached?

<^Finder> Huh? I thought "None are righteous, no not one"

<opentext>  Yes....but many people **think** that they have not done anything drastically wrong.

<^Finder> Commit one sin ya commit them all.

<stowe^> Yes, I have those examples all around me 

<mizpah> But, without the knowledge and acceptance of Christ Jesus, they will not spend eternal life with Father, no matter how "good" they are.

<opentext> exactly...

<^Finder> yep

<opentext> So, it all comes down to us setting the example, that will cause them to ask why we are different.

<mizpah> Yes!

<^Finder> Nothing like being told "I didn't know you were a Christian!"

<shama> And not set the wrong example that leads others off the path.

<at-peace> If you are told that, your walk does not reflect your talk.

<^Finder> no kidding

<mizpah> Even if you don't talk about it...others should recognize the resemblance to Father in you..

<opentext> This is a good place to stop for the day...and we will start with these verses again tomorrow morning.

<opentext> Gal 2:4-5  And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. (KJV)

<opentext> or as Paul said…

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.  (KJV)

<opentext> An example of the believers.

<at-peace> Walk honestly toward those without.

<opentext> Let no man.....that includes oneself.

<opentext> So often we say...."how can God use me?" 

<opentext> Any questions from this mornings study?  sorry forgot to

 ask earlier.

<^Finder> In the study Paul says "Fourteen years later" Does that

 mean 14 years after his conversion?

<opentext> There are several different views to that....

<^Finder> Sorry. Didn't see the 3 years in Gal 1:18

<opentext> One is that view...the other is 14v years.  After the 3 years. Both can be plausibly explained, so it is a matter of hearing what Father has to say on it.  I would tend to go with 14 years after the first visit...since Paul is still speaking in the same context there.

<^Finder> So for about 17 years the apostles, or most of them, still had "reservations" about Paul?

<opentext> Yes...as well as being pulled back into and under the law.

<^Finder> interesting

<opentext> And trying to keep the salvation message only for the

 Jews, or those that would convert to Judaism.  Sounds much like many of the denominations of today.

<^Finder> I always felt that Peter was assigned to the Jew and Paul

 to the gentile.

<opentext> Yes...and the Word states that as well... 

<^Finder> But Paul had a Rabbi's education and training.

<opentext> lol...yes

<opentext> Hence...quite a lot of unlearning to do.

<^Finder> Goes to show "He doesn't call the qualified, but qualifies  the willing".

<opentext> yes...exactly.

<^Finder> Not in the word.

<opentext> We just have to be willing to do that which He asks of us.

<stowe^> Some would argue that Paul didn't have a lot of unlearning  to do, but needed to *complete* the learning he had already received.

