July 1

<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. Father we ask that this day, you feed us with your heavenly manna that will feed and sustain us spiritually and physically. We thank you Father for all that you have blessed us already this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, whether at the start of this day, or as we rest in you during the night watch. We thank you and praise you Father through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Gal 1:6-7 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we see men seeking the honor of men? 

<mizpah> most of the time

<NowFaithIs> all the time

<shama> very often

<opentext> And yet, if we are seeking to please Father through Jesus Christ, why would anyone be seeking man's admiration?

<mizpah> if...

<shama> ego and pride

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> John 5:44, How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? (KJV).

<opentext> It is when men seek the honor one from another, that they have started to preach another gospel.  It then becomes detrimental to the harmony of the body of Christ...for there is but One that occupies the throne at the right hand of Father.

<opentext> John 12:42-43, Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. (KJV).

<opentext> Even so today, many believe, however, they love the praise of men, more then they love the praise of God. Note what their fear is?

<NowFaithIs> Being put out...being "alone" or separated.

<mizpah> They thought they would lose their position at church.

<opentext> Exactly.....loose their position at the building. If you confess me before men, Jesus Christ said that He would confess you before the Father. Do you really think these mentioned here, were sincere in their confession of faith? <Heb.10:23>

<mizpah> no

<shama> no

<NowFaithIs> no

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-4, And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal.

<opentext> As soon as we start associating oursleves with people, sects or what have you, we are no longer promoting unity within the body of Christ....and are operating as milk Christians.  How often do we see man promoting unity within the body of Christ?

<mizpah> rarely

<at-peace> not often

<shama> not often enough

<opentext> The majority of the time, it is to build up **their** following....so that their coffers will get deeper.

<opentext> Carnal Christians. Those that are still on the milk of the Word, because they have become lazy and stupid in their giving time to hearing the Word of God.  They are more concerned about choosing sides, and with whom they are following, then hearing the pure Word of God. How long can one last on the milk, before the milk sours?

<mizpah> nobody knows but Father

<at-peace> ewww, probably not long

<opentext> Only Father knows.....but i sure do not want to be in that position.

<opentext> Eph 4:14, That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; (KJV).

<opentext> How many times have you been tricked or duped by man? 

<mizpah> Let me count the ways...or not...a whole bunch.

<shama> too many

<opentext> how were we tricked?

<at-peace> a lot before

<mizpah> Ignorance and the desire to please people.

<NowFaith> Ignorance of the Word of God.

<shama> By listening to man rather than Father.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> And one thing most forget, is that ignorance is self taught....it is something that we have to practice at, to get as efficient at, as we were.

Eph 4:14, That we henceforth be no more children.  Children work very hard at impressing the adults around them.  Children are dependent on those around them for all that they have.  This is why we have to become rooted and grounded in the Word...and take the time to hear God's Word each and every day. It is only as we are firmly planted by the living waters that we can get the proper spiritual nourishment that we need to grow in the Word.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:1-6, Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth…believe and know the truth…For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. (KJV)

<opentext>  Whereunto thou hast attained. This is why we study for Father's approval....not any man's.  As most of us by now have probably been able to tell in our own lives, there are many doctrines that we learned wrong that have to be uprooted and removed from our spiritual garden, and unless we take the time to remove all of the roots with the Word of God, these false doctrines will keep sprouting up, and be a hindrance to us.

<NowFaith> Choking out what truth is there.

<opentext> Exactly....it is these weeds that cause us to wrestle with the truth.  It is this very thing, that will cause us to follow another gospel.  It is this very thing that will cause us to follow another Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:1-6, Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

<opentext> Note it does not say that some might depart...it says that some will....and we forget that this is only some 30 years after Jesus Christ has  left this earth.  As our conscience gets seared with these false doctrines, we then become callused and hard against the truth, because we now have to defend man's doctrine, rather then taking a stand for the Word.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:2-4, Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV).

<opentext> 2Tim 4:2-4, Moffatt translation, " I adjure you to preach the Word; keep at it in season and out of season, refuting, checking, and exhorting men; never lose patience with them, and never give up your teaching; for the time will come when people decline to be taught sound doctrine, they will accumulate teachers to suit their fancies, they will give up listening to the Truth and turn to myths."

<opentext> Does this sound like Paul is preparing Timothy for an easy time in presenting the Word of God?

<mizpah> no

<NowFaith> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<NowFaith> reality!

<opentext> John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> Do you really think that many accepted Jesus Christ as Messiah?

<NowFaith> no

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<mizpah> Must have grieved Paul knowing what he knew and that the people didn't accept it.

<opentext> Then if not many did back then, with the facts so plain before their eyes and faces, why do we get the misconception that it will be so much easier for us?

<NowFaith> Some have blinders on?

<opentext> How much more false doctrine and teaching has crept in over the 1900+ years since this writing?

<at-peace> Seems to be a lot.

<mizpah> A lot, and unless we keep our eyes on the prize, we can be blinded, also.

<NowFaith> Same devil, different packaging.

<shama> loads

<opentext> Many times when we read the Word, we look at it as if it was only for those people back then, that we are far greater then those people were, and get puffed up with a false pride.  People think that i study and get carried away with the Word, that i am to picky with it. yet in reading the Word, i can find no place where Father has ever kept anyone out of His kingdom for being to picky with His Word.

<mizpah> nope

<NowFaith> Or where He rebuked someone by saying..."I won't be *that harsh* in My judgement".

<opentext> As a matter of fact, stop and look at the life of Jesus Christ, and all that is recorded of Him, and you will see that He was very picky with the Word...so much so that they killed Him for it, and as we look at the life of Paul, he too was very picky with the Word, and it got him the same results.  This is why we have to become so sure of the Word of God in and for our life, that we will let no one take it away from us.

<opentext> Gal 1:6-7 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul marveled, that they were so soon removed....in as little as a year after he had departed there. How great is our working knowledge of the Word?  Would we be able to withstand an assault against what we know of the Word of God?

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> It is great as long as we allow it to grow within us daily.

<at-peace> yes

<NowFaith> Through Christ, yes.

<opentext> We have to ask ourselves, whether we are on the milk of the Word, or on the meat of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

<opentext> It is only the meat of the gospel that will keep us on the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house....can you stay narrow-minded with the Word??

<mizpah> With Christ Jesus is a definite yes!

<opentext> We will pick up here tomorrow morning.

<at-peace> I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me.

<NowFaith> I was thinking about an example as you were talking about uprooting the weeds.  I have a stockade fence around my yard and the yard behind mine has vines that are always trying to grow over the fence and attach themselves to my trees and bushes.  If I am not watchful of it and keep it back, it will choke out those trees and bushes. If I didn't have a fence there (hedged of protection), I wouldn't be able to control those vines from taking over my yard and choking everything out.

<opentext> Be strong in the Lord, and the power of His might!

<opentext> Often times we forget, that the God that created all of the universe, lives and dwells within us.

<NowFaith> ?

<opentext> Any other questions or things to share.

<NowFaith> yes

<opentext> k

<NowFaith> I think that there are two different places for an individual as far as being corrupted by man's doctrine....the first are those that don't know any better and are still seeking more, to hear the whole truth and are hungry for all that Father has to offer....the second are those that don't get it, or don't realize how to find it and are waxed cold and remain just as they are and will not accept the truth.

<opentext> Rom 10:3-4 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.  (KJV)

<opentext> Ignorance is always self taught...and there is never any excuse that will fly before Father.

<mizpah> When i was not in the truth, knowing the truth...it was MY fault...i wasn't seeking or i would have found it...according to the Word...i was too lazy to read the Word, and to willing to listen to man. The Word has gone out to ALL the world...people just have to get up from their do-nuthins and seek it.

<at-peace> They usually don't until something dramatic happens in their lives. That causes them to truly seek who Father is.

<shama> It is so easy to sit back and be spoon fed isn't it?  But we never know what is on the spoon...and often its not good.

<opentext> Exactly steph. This is why we have to be just as the Bereans were, and check out all that we hear with the Word of God.  Most people assume, that because a person is standing behind a pulpit, that everything they hear is from the throne of God, which is seldom the case.

<opentext> Since man's seminaries are more of a cookie cutter factory.

<shama> Cant stand it when preachers get up and talk without even opening up and reading from the Word...just giving their ideas. 

<opentext> What comes out of them is what man has taught them about God.  And we have to remember that the Holy Spirit is to be our teacher. all i can ever do is point others to the Word, then it is up to the individual to take the initiative, and establish a close, personal relationship with Father through Jesus Christ.

<shama> Can the Holy Spirit still speak to us through these type of preachers though?

<opentext> He can speak to us through the Word that is presented.

<shama> Only if the Word is being presented?

<opentext> Father can use anyone or anything to speak to us, we just have to rightly divide and discern.

<shama> yeah, ok

<opentext> Father can always speak to us through anyone....however, Father will always speak to us according to His Word....inspire of the vessel

<shama> ok

<opentext> That help steph?

<shama> yep thanks

<NowFaithIs> Larry, I don't understand what you mean by ignorance being self taught.  I can see where it is definitely a decision.

<opentext> For one to deny the Word of God, one has to make a conscience decision of that.....as much as we would like to think otherwise.

<NowFaithIs> Ok, yes, that I understand, making a conscious decision

<opentext> ignorant to be lacking knowledge.  One has to make an open decision to ignore God's Word.  Any time we choose the worlds knowledge over God's, we have made an open decision.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, ok, I agree wholeheartedly with that...which is what I was saying...there comes a time when you realize that you are on the milk of the Word and you make a decision to do something about it or not to.  

<opentext> The more we learn of the Word, the more we see the rebellion of the world, and how they go about to establish their own righteousness.

<NowFaithIs> some think that our knowledge of the Word has to come from a man behind a pulpit.

<NowFaithIs> yes, absolutely

<opentext> John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)

<opentext> 1John 2:20 > But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. (KJV)

<opentext> That knowledge can only come forth by the Holy Spirit.

<NowFaithIs> I have a separate question for you.

<opentext> ok

<NowFaithIs> Jimmy has been using the expression "for heaven's sake"...how do I explain to him that he shouldn't use that?  I am not sure that I am clear on the meaning of "sake".

<opentext> What does the word sake mean??

<NowFaithIs> I don't know, I am not sure.

<opentext> Sake = on account of.

<NowFaithIs> ok

<opentext> so if we are saying for heavens sake....on account of God who is in heaven, and since we know only every good gift, and every perfect gift comes down from above.....we have to be sure we are acknowledging Father for only that which comes from Him.

<NowFaithIs> ooooh ok

<opentext> The newsletter that Father has me now working on, is very appropriate on this issue......***the devil made me do it??!!**

<NowFaithIs> Same would be said of "for goodness sake"

<opentext> Yes...exactly.

<opentext> Since all goodness is from above.

<NowFaithIs> Because goodness and mercy are from...yes! He is so good with understanding these things as soon as I explain them to him, just have been trying to hear how to do so on this one as I was unclear what someone was actually saying when they said that expression.  It is one of those famous perverted one's.  Yes, which the devil is shrewd at establishing.  Yes, like miz and I were discussing, if you notice some of the expressions and slang....it is "for Christ's sake" not "for Jesus's sake", and that is no mistake.

<opentext> No...not at all. 

<opentext> The devil is a very worthy adversary for any that do not know the Word.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, because they don't have anything to stand on or to put up to quench the fiery darts.

<shama> hmm he sure is, and he seems to know where people's weaknesses are too.

<NowFaithIs> John 5:43-44 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? (KJV)

<opentext> Be strong in the Lord....and the power (Christ) of His might.  steph...yes because the people constantly tell the devil where there weakness is.  The less we speak, the less the devil has to operate off of.  Maybe that is why the Word says to be swift to hear, and slow to speak...study to be quiet.

<shama> hmm yeah

<NowFaithIs> I was thinking about that...the power of our words....as I was thinking about sound...and how sound continues forever and ever...every single sound that has ever been is still out there, it never goes away.

<opentext> 2 ears..1 mouth…2 eyes...1 mouth…2 nostrils...one mouth, yet the mouth seems to operate  more then the others.

<shama> Wow michie that sure makes you stop and think about what you say. Yeah we open our mouths before we think.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, exactly.

<opentext> If we say something wrong, that is why we ask for forgiveness, so that it puts and end to those words.

<NowFaithIs> Which also confirms and furhter explains why our worlds are framed by our words.

<shama> But the devil already has them right??

<opentext> 1 John 1:9 > If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> The devil may try to use them, but if we have sought Father's forgiveness through Jesus Christ...who is greater...God or the devil??

<shama> God is omnipotent.

<opentext> So the Father's forgiveness is greater then the devils accusations.

<opentext> Isa 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV)

<opentext> God cannot use what has been forgiven against us...only the devil tries to do that.

