June 25

<opentext> As we study the Word of God this day, let us open our hearts and minds to the leading of the Holy Spirit, as He is our teacher and our guide as we journey through the Word this day. Let us lay aside what we have heard from man in the past, and hear that which Father has for us this day. Father we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, which gives us access to your throne this day

<opentext> Gal 1:4, Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

<opentext> 1 Tim 6:10-12, For the love of money is the root of all evil: 

<opentext> which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. (KJV)

<opentext> The love of money...is the root of all evil....because in this world...money equals power...the more money one has...the more power man thinks that he has.  Christ is who should be our power...1cor 1:24. As soon as we forget to acknowledge Father as our source, then we are looking to our own means for provisions, rather then recognizing Father as our source.  Note....that once Father is not their source...they have erred from the faith.....and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

<opentext> Mark 4:18-19 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> Deut 16:18-20, Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment. Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.  That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and inherit the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  

<opentext> Neither take a  gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert  the words of the righteous. In most instances...people are not giving to God, but rather trying to bribe those in authority for more privileges or recognition.  Maybe this is why the Word says that we are not to let the left hand know what the right hand does.

<mizpah> I'm not sure i understand what that means, yet.

<opentext> Ever heard a preacher say that so and so gave so much?

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> And did it place any guilt on you?

<mizpah> oh, yes

<opentext> So the preacher was using that as a means to bring in more money!  It made the people feel guilty, and we never ever give out of guilt or any other reason, other then Father asking us to.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> Even more so...Father should be the source of each and every ministry....since they are supposed to be serving Him....however, this is seldom the case.

<opentext> Prov 1:10-19, My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 

<opentext> We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.  Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> How often have we made alliance with people...only to later find out their motives were not all that they represented?

<mizpah> A bunches of times.

<shama> often

<Laneyb> yes often

<opentext> And the majority of the times, what were these people's motives?

<mizpah> To take advantage.

<at-peace> To make gain in this world... yes, to take advantage of others

<Laneyb> self serving motives.

<opentext> Were they to further the kingdom of God, or themselves?

<mizpah> themselves

<at-peace> themselves

<opentext> Why is it that we always seem to pray after the fact, seeking Father's counsel, rather then before we leap??

<mizpah> We don't stop to think and listen to Father about praying...seeking things from our own knowledge and experience.

<Laneyb> pride/ego/self

<opentext> Very good answers...but why did we put ourselves in allegiance against God?

<Laneyb> It is human nature to do so...no?

<mizpah> We listened to satan instead of hearing Father...professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.

<opentext> Yes...and we should not be operating on human nature, but rather with the nature of Christ, that we were born again with.

<opentext> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

(KJV)

<mizpah> We can't walk together unequally yoked, and that is why when we try, there is no peace.

<opentext> Are we beginning to see how subtle satan gets, in taking our eyes off of Father?

<mizpah> yep

<at-peace> We can't have bitter water and sweet water coming forth out of the same fountain.

<at-peace> yes

<Laneyb> yes

<shama> yes

<opentext> Isa 1:23-26, Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them. Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. (KJV)

<opentext> Does the first part of that verse sound like most of the church today??

<mizpah> oh, yes!

<at-peace> yes

<shama> Sounds like some here.

<Laneyb> :( yes

<opentext> It amazes me at all the gimmicks that they have devised out their, to coerce the people into giving......and yet the people keep  falling for it, why is this??

<mizpah> Cause they want to control their destiny, and feel like they are doing something to cause eternal life.

<at-peace> They don't take the time to read and study God's Word ... most have become lazy .. and want others to do it for them.

<mizpah> thinking they can buy their worthiness

<at-peace> They are looking to man... not God.

<opentext> Father did not need American Express, Visa or Master Card when He created this world, why would He need them now, after all of these years....it would make one think Father is going broke. This is why we have to learn to see Father as our source for all things.....He is able to provide...if we will allow Him to.

<opentext> Isa 56:10-12, His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

<opentext> Who do you think the Lord is talking about in these verses?

<mizpah> The modern day Pharisees and Saducees....the religious front.

<opentext> Exactly...those that were supposed to be looking out for God's people. so the leaders themselves were teaching the people to be greedy...and leading the people away from God as their source.  Why is it that we never hear some of these issues taught???

<mizpah> Because they don't want to expose their own iniquity.

<at-peace> Because it would expose those who are this way.

<opentext> Why don't the people see it??

<mizpah> Because then they would have the responsibility to seek the truth...that would take some effort from their part.

<at-peace> Because they have been taught in this way, and have become blind... not listening to Father, or studying his Word.

<Laneyb> Satan has made us blind to it.

<opentext> Isa 5:13-14 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. (KJV)

<opentext> It is your responsibility to know the Word of truth....you are the one that Father will hold responsible.

<opentext> Matt 7:7-8  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

(KJV)

<opentext> If you seek the truth of God's Word....you will find it...however it will take some effort on your part.

<opentext> Jer 5:26-29, For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

(KJV)

<opentext> Shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? As we see how many times that Father addresses, and redresses these issues....why is it that we do not hear this from the pulpits???

<mizpah> It would be self-condemnation...by thy words thou art justified...by thy words thou art condemned.

<opentext> Ezek 22:9-14, In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. In thee have they discovered their fathers' nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution. And one hath committed abomination with his neighbor's wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father's daughter. In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbors by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD. Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst of thee. Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it.

<mizpah> Father seems to have known my last church pretty well.

<opentext> The love of money  ...IS...the root of all evil.....

<opentext> Micah 3:11-12, The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. (KJV)

<opentext> Times have not changed....this describes the church of today very well....how many preachers do you know that will go any place that Father asks, without demanding up front money?? without putting a price tag on their services??

<opentext> Mal 2:1-3, And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take you away with it

<opentext> Matt 23:14-22, Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?  And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 

<opentext> And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. (KJV)

<opentext> People are held in bondage by their pledges to men.....and yet the men turn around and tell the people it is a debt to God.....they trick and coerce the people....making the gift greater then the very giver Himself....God.

<mizpah> And we can never give enough to pay Father for our eternity.

<opentext> That is why we are to present ***ourselves** a living sacrifice....alive spiritually....

<opentext> Titus 1:10-11, For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. (KJV)

<Laneyb> Are we not suppose to help those who spread the Kingdom of God?

<mizpah> We are.

<opentext> we are to give where Father asks us to give...not where man tells us that we should.

<opentext> If you eat at McDonalds....do you walk next door and pay the bill at Burger King??

<Laneyb> :) no

<mizpah> McDonalds sure wouldn't be pleased if we did.

<opentext> So, Father will asks us to give where we are fed...not where we are made to feel good.

<Laneyb> :) yes

<shama> Do you agree that we are to tithe our finances though?

<mizpah> Right...but, we have to be listening to Father to realize that.

<opentext> steph....tithe is of the OT, not of the new.  We give as Father asks us to give...not as we are coerced into it.

<mizpah> Preachers want to pull things out of the old testament when it's convenient, but they don't want to live under the law, being accountable for all of the law.

<opentext> In the OT, the tithe was used to support the temple and the priest.....in the NT...we are the temple.  We are a chosen generation, and a royal priesthood.  steph...can you show me from the book of acts on, where it shows us that we are to tithe??

<shama> no

<opentext> Exactly...and you will not find anyplace.....and what does Paul say if we live under one part of the Law...we are subject to ___ of the Law...

<mizpah> all

<opentext> How many of us here want to live under the Law??

<mizpah> no way!

<Laneyb> not I

<at-peace> not me!

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> That he is a debtor to do the whole law.  So id we practice one part of the Law (mosaic that is), we are a debtor to do all of the Law

<Laneyb> yikes!

<opentext> Gal 3:13-14 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  (KJV)

<opentext> The curse of the Mosaic Law have been removed....yet note that all of the blessings are yet intact, and notice...that it is of the Spirit...through faith.  So, as we can see, the will of God is that we accept His forgiveness for our sins, that we might be delivered from this present, evil world. This is God's will for each and every person. How can this happen though, if we do not make God our total source? 

<mizpah> it can't

<opentext> He will provide all of our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus..... will you allow Him to be your total source??

<mizpah> absolutely!

<at-peace> yes!

<shama> yes

<opentext> We will pick up here again Monday.

<Laneyb> But Larry, that is easy to say yes to but, very hard to do.

<mizpah> Not if we keep our eyes on Father, and continue in His Word daily...conversing with Him throughout the day.

<opentext> Train a child in the way they should go, and when they are old they will not depart...and we as children of God...have to train ourselves to depend on Father.

<mizpah> If we seek Father first, then everything else will fall in line, but if we look to the physical, we are not looking at Father.

<opentext> If we study for Father's approval...we will never be satisfied with where we are, till the day we get home. Each day, we will do all that we can to please Him.

<Laneyb> okay, yes

<at-peace> If we open our hearts, minds, and ears to Father, and allow him to be our source for this day, he will... and if we fall short, we ask for forgiveness..dust off our knees.. and press forward.

<Laneyb> So it's the willingness...not the coming up short?

<mizpah> I was telling larry that if preachers quit using the OT to coerce people then they will have to learn the truth and teach people to truth, so that people will give to please Father and not to be recognized by men.

<opentext> We need to depend on Father, just like Jesus Christ did each and every day of His life here on earth.....He did not panic when 5000 men plus the women and children showed up for dinner....He used that which Father provided, and meet the need of all those that were there...without any emergency offerings, pledge cards.

<mizpah> If we are willing to obey Father...and do that which pleases Father, we won't come up short...it is only when we take our eyes off of Father that we come up short...and then Father is faithful and just to forgive us.

<at-peace> A willingness of heart to please Father.

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> exactly Charlene.

<mizpah> If people wanted to please Father instead of men...they would give more than 10% anyway. sometimes it may be less...Father doesn't put a number on it or a limit.  

<at-peace> You are talking about time with Father, correct? Giving of your time.

<Laneyb> me? 

<mizpah> Time, effort, can be money, supplies...anything that Father asks of us...it doesn't have to be money.

<at-peace> And what ever else Father asks you to give.

<Laneyb> :)

<mizpah> Just giving of yourself and be willing to give whatever Father asks of us.  Everything we have belongs to Him anyway, He is just asking us to distribute as He wants us to...we are only stewards.

<shama> But if we don't give money to enable the Lord's work, no one else is going to, and we know that everything costs money .

<mizpah> IF...if we are wanting to please Father...we will give....nobody but Father has asked me to give...yet i do...because i choose to focus on Father and what pleases Him.

<opentext> steph...in 22 years in the ministry, we have never had to take an offering...or ask of the people...Father has always provided for anything that He has asked me to do.....Father is able to work with each person...if they have ears to hear.

<mizpah>  Those that won't give without pressure or coercion, are not giving to please Father anyway...only man.

<shama> Cuz people gave to you as Father led them?

<opentext> steph...exactly.

<shama> so we are to give? Money?

<opentext> As Father leads us to...not as man coerces us.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> If one looks at the OT....tithe was in this order.  First off ...time.....secondly  talent...and lastly of our goods. If we give God our time...we will dedicate our talent to Him, for we recognize all that we have is from Him.

<shama> yeah. And He wants us to give *All* we have for Him to use to bring people to know Him?

<opentext> Many things have been grossly mistaught in the church, yet few people have gone back to see what the Word of God has to say about it...that is why His people perish for a lack of a working knowledge of His Word.

<mizpah> Father recognizes that money is a necessity to carry on a ministry, but He would rather have time and talent...because in order to give that...you have to be focusing on Him...to please Him...men don't record time and talent like they do dollar signs.

<opentext> steph...yes...we present ourselves a living sacrifice.

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV)

<shama> But He wants us to share our money too for Him to use right?

<at-peace> Only if he asks you to, steph.

<mizpah> His money that He has us as stewards over...as He leads.

<opentext> That is why we have spent all week covering the will of God...so that we can see exactly what Father's will is for each and every believer.

<shama> It's His money anyway, He gives it to us so we shouldn't hold it back from Him?

<mizpah> Giving money doesn't take the place with our time with Father.

<opentext> steph...so that we use it as He directs....not as man dictates to us....it has to be for Father's work...not mans.

<opentext> Gal 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)

<opentext> Today's study dealt with the evil of this present world.  Can you show me one place, where Jesus Christ or Paul stood up and said, that unless the people gave, Father's work would not go on??

<shama> no

<opentext> Can you show me one place where Jesus Christ or Paul coerced the people to give?

<shama> no

<opentext> so...Father was able to provide all that they had need of...in spite of the people??

<shama> yeah

<Laneyb> :)

<opentext> So then...is Father the same today as He was yesterday?

<shama> yes

<opentext> :-)

<mizpah> Bottom line is, steph...if people are wanting to please Father...they will listen to Him, and give accordingly as He asks them to....and if they don't give...then it is not unto Father, but to man.  Whether that is time, talent or earthly treasures.

<opentext> Phil 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<shama> ok

<mizpah> Your need...not just meaning individuals, but the ministries that Father has put in operation...right?

<opentext> If He did it according to our riches...we would be in dire straits....but it is according to His...and God has never been, nor will be dependent on man.

<mizpah> I would sure hate to think that i had to buy my peace with Father.  Like i could.

<opentext> 1 Cor 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (KJV)

<opentext> John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.  (KJV)

<mizpah> steph, any church i ever went to...i tithed my 10%...and i knew that if i tithed that 10%, i didn't even have to show up...i was giving, so i was "doing my part."  Now, i give more than that in every aspect, and i do it unto Father...i have peace with Father that i am pleasing Him and my spiritual life has blossomed so much.

<shama> That's great.

<Laneyb> What is Paul asking the Corinthians to give of in the beginning of 2 Corinthians chapter 9,  where it is telling them of the Macedonia people.

<opentext> 2 Cor 9:6-8 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (KJV)

<opentext> Every man according as he purposeth in his  heart, so let him give; 

That is the spirit man...not the physical....they that worship Father...must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. (KJV)

<Laneyb> Ii guess when I read it I thought that he was asking them for money...

saying look what they gave…now do not disappoint us and give what you said you would.  But I can not find exactly where I read it.

<opentext> What Paul was saying....is that if you are going to set aside an offering...do it before i get there.

<Laneyb> yes

<opentext> Do it from the heart before i get there...not out of guilt when you hear me preach.

<Laneyb> Because he has boasted about them? Okay. I was reading NIV and its very different to me in the KJV.

<opentext> Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)

<mizpah> Acts 8:20-21 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.

Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. (KJV)

<Laneyb> I do not think I can buy anything from the Father, Miz.

<mizpah> Most people do, laney.

<Laneyb> Was just confused reading last night, and here we are on the subject.

<mizpah> That is the reason most people tithe...to buy acceptance, peace of mind, and like life insurance, it is eternal life insurance for them.

<Laneyb> Was wondering why it seemed as though Paul is asking the Corinthians to give money. I do not tithe.

<mizpah> laney, as we have said since the study ended...Father wants us to give money...Paul wanted the people to give money....but...only as He directs to whom He directs.  He first wants us...money is only a worldly necessity to keep the ministry going...and people WILL give IF they are giving to please Father.

<Laneyb> Let me find what I was reading and get back to you later...okay Larry?

<Laneyb> I do give. I just do not tithe.

<opentext> Sure laney.

<Laneyb> My church has never used the word tithe. Not in the year since I have been there anyway, and all hubby and I did was pray and week to week we give what we can.  Anyway...I was confused last night reading in 2 Corinthians. I will find it.  I was just looking in the KJV and it is very different  So I have to find it in the NIV, because that is what confused me.

<opentext> The NIV has many major word changes in it that affect the translation...which is why i do not use it.

<Laneyb> Yes like...boasting. It sys Paul has been boasting about them to the Macedonians.  The thing about KJV is the use of many words I do not understand at all though.  

<mizpah> That is why we should rely on Father to open up the meaning and reveal to us what He wants us to know.

