June 24

<opentext> As we study the Word of God this day, let us open our hearts and minds to the leading of the Holy Spirit, as He is our teacher and our guide as we journey through the Word this day.  Let us lay aside what we have heard from man in the past, and hear that which Father has for us this day. Father we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, which gives us access to your throne this day…

<opentext> Gal 1:4, Who gave himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world the price for sin has already been paid, however, we need to apply the Word to our life to be delivered from the evil that is here.

<opentext> Isa 65:12-17, Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.  And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name: That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes. For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't it amazing, how when things go wrong, the first thing we want to do (most that is) is to blame God for their problems.  We want to blame God for our ignorance of the Word.  Most fail to realize that father has made a way for us, and want Him to do all of the work, while we sit back and coast.  Jesus Christ has paid the price for ALL sin.....that we might be delivered from this present evil world........we will be delivered, if we make Father our source...it is when we tie Father's hands, that we end up in the midst of troubles.

<opentext> John 12:31-32, Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as we see Jesus Christ seated at the right hand of God, that we are able to have the victory....for it is only as Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God that we have the victory.  All that see Him seated there, are able to apply His victory to their life.

<opentext> John 15:18-19, If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever noticed...how the more you love and serve God, the more people that turn against you...and much of that resentment comes from the religious community?

<NowFaithIs> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> Why is that?

<NowFaithIs> More than the secular....because our living example convicts them.

<opentext> It is because there life is just an outer wrapping or disguise, while our life is an inner change, and this causes conviction, therefore they need to try to make us look bad, that they can make themselves appear to be good. Exactly michie.

<at-peace> Each one thinks that the way that they have been taught is correct, not truely knowing God's Word as we do.

<NowFaith> Yes, more than the secular world.....because the light that shines through us reproves them and they take it out on us personally.

<opentext> It is always a matter of the Light exposing darkness...the more of the Word that we have working in us, the more of the Light that is put on the scene.  It is His Word that is a lamp to our feet, and a Light to our path.

<opentext> John 17:14-17, I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice ... it is as we accept the Word of Father, that the world hates us.  It is through His Word, the truth, that we are sanctified.

<opentext> When we try to justify ourselves, then we are no better then the hypocrites.....this is why we are not to argue or debate the Word, for Father is quite capable of defending Himself. Yet, many times, it is almost like we tell Father to sit down and rest, and we will fight the battle for Him for awhile.  As such, we are all but messengers for Father, we deliver His Word...and if they want to argue, let them talk with the Author of the message, believe me, God is quite capable of taking care of Himself.

<opentext> Rom 12:2-3, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Do not pattern yourself after this world, but renew and revitalize your mind through the Word of God.....become settled it His Word that you would know what He is asking of you.  Each of us is given **the measure of faith*** so God has not played favorites with anyone...all of us have the same capabilities, as well as opportunities.  Yet, how often do we look at someone else and say or think that they have been given more then us??

<mizpah> Nearly every day i have to restrain myself from thinking that.

<shama> yes, sometimes

<NowFaith> Sometimes...am learning to recognize that it isn't that they were given more...but that they have developed and taken the time to apply what they have been given more.

<at-peace> Sometimes, but at the same time realize who it is that is telling me that, and cast down that thought.

<opentext> One of the hardest things for me to understand, is that if Father has done this with me, why everyone else has not passed me by with a working knowledge of the Word.  Since i know what Father had to work with here from the start.

<mizpah> I keep wanting t say cause you have something special...but if God is no respecter of persons, that can't be it.

<opentext> This is where we have to have the confidence of the work that Father has begun in us through Jesus Christ, and that He will bring it to completion, if we allow Him to.

<opentext> miz...if that was the case...i would be praying for more specialness.

<mizpah> lol

<at-peace> lol

<mizpah> Maybe it's the 22 years that is blinded my vision a bit.  Haven't seen the 22 years in the ministry, only the results.

<NowFaith> He is special and precious in Father's eyes...but no more so than all of us :-)  

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:4-5, In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. (KJV)

<opentext> Our spirit man was made the new creation in Christ......however...now we have to renew the mind, and keep it renewed, so it does not go back to the old way of stinking thinking.  If you will think for a moment here, you will see that every time you have got in trouble, is when you have reverted to the old way of thinking....your mind has not stayed renewed in the Word.

<at-peace> ummm...yup

<shama> oh yeah!

<opentext> This is why the Word has to become a way of life...not something that we only talk about 1 or 2 hours a week.....for then one will become weak.

<mizpah> If it's in the line with the Word, there is no way it can be wrong...so it has to be us in our thinking.

<opentext> This is the **old man** that Paul refers to.

<opentext> Eph 2:2-5, Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.   But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) (KJV)

<opentext> Paul here shows us here...a good example of how we used to act...and how Father's grace and mercy, set us on that straight and narrow path.  Now, we have to keep the mind renewed with the Word, so that path stays clearly illuminated.

<opentext> Eph 6:12, For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> Our battle is not in the flesh...as so many think...but it is in the spirit realm.  The sooner we recognize this, the sooner we will allow the Word to do the work for us, since the Words of Jesus Christ are Spirit, and they are truth.  It is the living waters that will extinguish every lie of the devil. For it is able to quench ALL of the fiery darts of the devil....we have to know the Word, to be able to put it on the scene.

<mizpah> That is where the Word has to be alive in our hearts...daily.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> James 4:4-5, Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? (KJV)

<NowFaith> When we get ourselves in the way is when we take the arguements and debates as personal attacks rather than seeing that person as argueing with Father.

<opentext> We are in the world, but we are not to be of the world....are treasures are to be in heaven, not stock piling things here.

<opentext> exactly michie

<mizpah> Hey, that's right, michie, and then we get mad at them for attacking Father, so we try to defend Him...out of anger at their ignorance.

<NowFaith> Becomeing wise in our own conceits.

<mizpah> Letting our emotions take over instead of Father's Words.

<NowFaith> yup

<opentext> 2 Chr 20:15  Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Sam 17:47  And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands. (KJV)

<NowFaith> Not by power, not by might...but by my Spirit sayeth the Lord .

<opentext> I Jn 2:15-17, Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that if Father created all that is here on the earth, what is there that we can build, or do that is greater then what Father has already done?

<mizpah> nothing

<at-peace> nothing

<shama> not a thing

<NowFaith> nothing

<opentext> this is why Father wants us, not our possessions.

<opentext> Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> According to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.....not our riches, for then we would really be in trouble.

<opentext> I Jn 2:15-17, Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 5:4-6, For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. (KJV)

<shama> Why does it say Jesus is the Son of God..... not Son of Man?

<opentext> Those who are in Christ Jesus are overcomers.....keep your mind renewed in God's Word this day....and you will overcome .

<opentext> steph....this is because the two became one...John is seeing the completed work, and that He was the first born from the dead, thus showing us the way.

<shama> ok

<opentext> If we cannot see the work as completed...what hope would there be for us?

<mizpah> none

<at-peace> none

<opentext> I Jn 5:19-21, And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (KJV)

<NowFaith> Wouldn't verse 4 essentially be reiterating what verse 1 says in that same chapter?

<NowFaith> 1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. (KJV)

<opentext> It is a further expalnation....and shows us both aspects.

<NowFaith> ok

<opentext> We will pick up here tomorrow...since i still have a page and a half of scriptures to go through concerning ***delivering us from all evil*** Any questions or things to share.

<NowFaith> What does it mean by water and blood in that verse?

<opentext> Water is the main ingredient of the flesh, and the blood is what gives life to the body.  No blood...no life...no water, just alittle pile of dust.

<NowFaith> What is John trying to emphasis there by saying that he came not by water only.

<opentext> He came not only by flesh, but the very essence of Christ, His Spirit was there also, for both the penalty of the flesh, and of the spirit had to be dealt with.

<shama> Sure is a lot in those 3 verses.

<at-peace> Jesus was obedient by the Spirit of Christ and paid for us physically, Christ paid for us spiritually, and thus we become the Sons of God when we are born again, our flesh (old man) dies and we are become a new creation in Christ .  Yes there is...and much more then meets the eye.

Exactly Charlene. And every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of  him.  study that part of the verse, and see what is there.

<NowFaith> I am hearing it now....was thinking of just how he was born...Jesus of Nazareth...but am hearing how it took the washing of the water and the blood for the purification.

<opentext> Yes...both the physical and the spiritual had to be dealt with...the keys of hell and death...spirit and flesh

<shama> So why doesn't it say Jesus Christ the Son of God?

<opentext> 1 john 4:2-3 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (KJV)

<opentext> Steph....Christ is the Son of God...Matt 16:16....Jesus of Nazareth is the son of man.....and unless we understand the two aspects dealt with for our salvation, how can we see any hope for us.  We have to see how the son of man, always listened to and obeyed the Son of God.  If Jesus of Nazareth was anymore special then us, except for his conception...what hope would their be for us??

<shama> But thats why in 1 jn 5:4-6 it gets kinda confusing....Jesus is the son of God.

<at-peace> So, what John is saying in these verses is that... is it Jesus born of water only that overcomes the world?... no... it is by water and blood ... Jesus Christ that we overcome the world.  Is that right?

<opentext> exactly Charlene

<shama> ahhhhhhhh ok

<NowFaith> Oh wow.  The full redemptive act...wasn't there blood and water required in the OT sacrifices?

<opentext> Washing of the priest for the blood sacrifice.  If the priest was unclean, they had a rope tied around his leg, so that when he was struck down, they could pull him out.

<NowFaith> 1 John 5:6-9  PP5 2. Both these ways of cleansing were represented in the old ceremonial institutions of God. Persons and things must be purified by water and blood. There were divers washings and carnal ordinances imposed till the time of reformation, <Heb. 9:10>. The ashes of a heifer, mixed with water, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, <Heb. 9:13; Num. 19:9>. And likewise almost all things are, by the law, purged with blood.

defilement, so they indicate the Saviour's two-fold purgation. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).  Two-fold...two becoming one.

<opentext> Eph 2:14-15 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; (KJV)

<shama> Wow...that question mark after Son of God makes *all* the difference! Didnt see it at first.

<NowFaith> Sure does, steph.

<opentext> steph...yes, we have to observe every jot and tittle.....otherwise we might miss the liberty in Christ.

<NowFaith> That actually happens a lot in scripture....like when Paul is sarcastic sometimes and ppl don't take it that way.

<shama> yep

<shama> I have struggled with that verse for a few weeks....God is good.

<opentext> Even in important verses, we many times miss the connection...such as 2 cor 5:16-17.

<opentext> 2nd Corinthians 5:16-17 > Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<opentext> Yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh........Therefore if any man  be in Christ,

