July 30

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the opportunity to gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ with open hearts and open minds, we come before you this day, to receive of you the heavenly manna that will sustain us this day.  We ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide as we search your Word for that which will enable us to walk in the light.

<opentext> Today’s study is going to be a bit different....as we are going to clear up a few things...and then take a look at John 3:16 and then answer any questions people may have.  First off...want to clear up any confusion that anyone may have on the term Gentiles ....

<opentext> 1672  Hellen- Gentile…name embraces all nations not Jews that made the language, customs, and learning of the Greeks their own; the primary reference is to a difference of religion and worship.

<opentext> 1471  gowy, rarely (shortened),  goy- Gentile.. as a noun, masculine: nation, people ..usually of non-Hebrew people 

<opentext> The first is for the NT...and the second is for the OT.  As one studies the OT...one will find that when Father talks of Gentiles...it is always in regard to those that are not of His chosen people...or Jews....thus a gentile.  In the NT....it is still referring to those that are not Jew...because if Paul was just sent to the Greeks...what hope would there be for you or I??

<at-peace> none

<opentext> Gal 1:16, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV)

<opentext> In Gal here, Paul refers to the heathen...not the same word as gentiles.

<opentext> 1484  ethnos (eth'-nos); heathen…probably from 1486; a race (as of the same habit), i.e. a tribe; specially, a foreign (non-Jewish) one (usually by implication, pagan): 1) a multitude (whether of men or of beasts) associated or living together; a company, a troop, a swarm  2) a multitude of individuals of the same nature or genus, the human race  3) a race, a nation, a people, a group 4) in the Old Testament, foreign nations not worshiping the 

<opentext> Term for Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians.  But as we can see...it gives the same implications as the word gentile.  One of the easiest ways to put this in perspective is this way.....in the OT....you were either Jew...or unsaved.  In the NT....you are either a Christian or unsaved, so throughout history...you are either in the ark of salvation, or outside of the ark of salvation...no in between.  You are either one of God's people...or you are not.

Whenever we study the Word of God....we have to always remember to keep it ***simple***....men with worldly knowledge are the ones that complicate the Word...so that they can control other peoples lives.

<opentext> KISS....keep it simple saints....a saying if we will always remember when studying...will keep us from getting caught up in a lot of head knowledge games.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> So, in verse 16 heathen is referring to those who are unsaved.

<opentext> And of a non-Jewish origin.

<at-peace> okay, thanks

<opentext> What we have to understand...is that Israel had rejected Messiah...and because of their rejection....Father had said in the OT that He was going to provoke them unto jealousy by a people that were not His....thus the heathen.......and used Paul for the start of this task, because the other apostles were still trying to keep salvation by and for the Jew.

  Does that help?

<at-peace> yes, thank you

<opentext> Any other questions in that area before we move on this morning?

<at-peace> not any more

<opentext> John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that <insert your name here> believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes look at some verses that have been so over read, but so under explained...that we miss all that is there...and would never think of teaching or sharing on them, and yet when the truth be known...there is so much in these verses that we have not seen nor heard.

<opentext> For God so loved the world...in the OT, whenever God sent any of His messengers...what was usually the results??

<at-peace> death

<opentext> Yes...there was swift destruction...and God's judgement was final.  So...what would be your thoughts that Father was going to send His very own Son...would that not give the impression to many, that since we had not listened to the messengers...that when His Son came there would be even more judgement??

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> And would not God have been just in doing that?

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son…

<opentext> So, what we have to hear in this verse...is that Father's love was so great for you....that He gave His Son to be offered up in your place for your transgressions?

<opentext> Eph 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The gift of His own Son.....grace...that unmerited favor....and all one has to do is to accept this gift...and follow the instructions that come with it.  How often do we slow down enough to hear all that is really hidden in each verse.

<mizpah> not often

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> In spite of the transgressions and disobedience of this world....He still was merciful and gracious enough to send His Son to make a way for us to again have fellowship...in spite of the disobedience our fore-fathers had shown.

<opentext> How often do we show this same kind of love???? Or is our love full of vengeance as well as revenge??

<mizpah> Nobody shows that SAME kind of love.

<opentext> Yet...this is the kind of love that we are supposed to show.  We are supposed to be followers and imitators of Jesus Christ.....ambassadors for His kingdom.

<opentext> John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that <insert your name here> believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)

<opentext> So when we start to hear all that is in this verse...we see that in spite of our short-comings....Father still was full in love and mercy towards us....and gave us a gift that would enable us to avoid eternal suffering.  Or as Paul said...that through the foolishness of the preaching of the cross.  Why would a God so powerful....offer up His own Son to take the place of a rebellious and disobedient people??  This is where so many have a problem....and thus are never able to accept Father's plan for redemption.

<mizpah> I have no idea why He loved us that much.

<opentext> How often do you remember to walk and operate in this love???  He loves us that much...because He created us in Their image, and after Their likeness...and because of that....He still wants to have fellowship with those that will accept His love, and walk in it also.  It is no different then parents...who love their children...in spite of the things that they do to hurt them.

<NowFaithIs> unconditional love

<at-peace> both ways

<opentext> That is why the Lord used the teaching of the prodigal son....that if the child would come to his senses....he would be welcomed home...and all rights restored...We have to learn to love as Father loves...not as the world has taught us.

<opentext> This is the love that Paul came to understand.

For the very people he put to death...when He saw and understood Father's love...he too then gave his life...that others would hear and understand this love.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> How long did it take Paul to comprehend this kind of love?  Paul learned to understand more of this love each and every day of his walk with God.

<NowFaithIs> Psalms 130:3  If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  (KJV)

<opentext> Note even here Paul says that he still considered himself the chief of sinners...and yet continued to preach this love of the Father.

<mizpah> How could he then be teaching something that was real and alive in his heart, then?

<opentext> Each and every day, Paul came to a clearer understanding of this grace of God...and this unending love.  It  was very real to him...but as a servant...he esteemed everyone else as better then him.  As well as the fact that we have to remember the constant attack that the devil made against him....as to how he had persecuted and killed the very church and love that he now preached. I myself constantly ask Father why He choose me to preach, when i think there are many more worthy of this than me.

<opentext> We can never come to that understanding of God's love...until we are able to see and accept the fact of how special we are to Father.  That each of us is special, and represents a unique as well as separate facet of God....and as such....

<opentext> John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that <insert your name here> believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)

<opentext> That if there would have only been you here...He would have still asked the same of His Son...that is how special each and every person is to Father.

<opentext> This is always the hardest part for each individual...seeing how special that they are to God...

<opentext> John 3:17-18, For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (KJV)

<opentext> God did not send His Son to condemn the world.....(which we deserved), but rather gave us a way to escape the judgement that will come.  So....what it comes down to is this...that each of us has the choice to accept that love and pardon from God...and continue to walk in that love each and every day that we are here.  Not always the easiest thing to do...since our old nature wants to always try to take over.  This is where the battle comes in, and the only way this battle can be won, is by continuing in His Word each and every day.....allowing the Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide.  So, what it comes down to...is God's way, or man's way.....who will you choose to please this day???

<mizpah> Father.

<at-peace> God my Father

<CB> Heavenly Father

<opentext> Any questions from today? 

<mizpah> How do we operate and walk in His love...by showing that to others?

<opentext> First we have to learn to show it to ourselves, before we can show it to others....and that is where it gets hard.

<opentext> Because we see all of our flaws and mistakes...and we have to allow Father to work with us there...so that His love is able to shine through.

<CB> Die to ourselves?

<opentext> Exactly.

<mizpah> So, if we don't love ourselves, we don't love others?

<opentext> If we cannot love ourselves.....as Father loves us...how can we ever relate that love to others??

<NowFaithIs> The love of Father is unconditional, forgiving of flaws and mistakes and forgetful of the past and all unrighteousness.

<CB> By understanding Gods love more so that we can share that with others.

<mizpah> So, then i have never found out what it is like to love anybody else.

<opentext> miz...what it comes down to is this...closing the door on all that was before Christ.

<opentext> Not using as examples that which you had from the world...and learning to learn from Father anew...and not from the world.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Father was showed me Romans 12:9-10, is this kind of what we have been discussing about Fathers love?

<opentext> -kjv rom 12:9-10 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; (KJV)

<at-peace> I looked up dissimulation and it meant hypocrisy and pretending.

<opentext> That is a part of it....every good thing that we see in the Bible is a manifestation of Father's love, and the ultimate...is that His own Son gave His life for us while we were yet sinners.

<CB> 0/

<opentext> yes CB

<CB> Would be as John said...To decrease so he might increase?

<NowFaithIs> ^sWord> John 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes...the more we put aside the old nature, the more Christ is able to shine through.

<opentext>  That is why Paul said forgetting those things that are behind....any of the traits of the old nature.

<CB> o/

<opentext> yes CB

<CB> That also in Phil. That Jesus came to the earth in the form of a servant and took of himself no reputation right?

<opentext> He was tempted in every manner as we are...and yet by always hearing and obeying Christ....He set the example for us to follow.

<^sWord> Philippians 2:7 > But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<CB> I Love that ! 

<opentext> It is hope and encouragement for us all.

<NowFaithIs> Keeping the flesh in subjection to the Spirit as the flesh cannot please God, and shows why we need to learn to be that kind of servant also.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> That ***one** more may find their way home.

<NowFaithIs> Holding others up closer to Father.

<CB> Yielding to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

<opentext> Exactly.

<NowFaithIs> Dying to self and selfishness .

<CB> Crucifying the flesh.

<opentext> Hope all were able to see...how so often we overlook verses that we think  we have understood...and yet how much there is that we can hear from them.

<NowFaithIs> yes, larry

<NowFaithIs> Father never leaves us, the family of Christ never leaves us (as they are one with the Father through Jesus Christ)....we are the one's that walk away like the prodigal son.  

<CB> As in Luke 9:23.

<NowFaithIs> ^sWord> Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. (KJV)

