July 15

Father, we want to take this opportunity to thank you for all of the blessings you have given us.  Thank you for the brothers and sisters in Finland that have become a part of the ministry, and for the great work that has been done there.  We praise you that larry and helen are safely coming home today after the great work which Father used them to accomplish there.  We thank you for the opportunity to gather together in Your name today and share the Word and I ask that  each person attending or reading the Bible study would be richly fed by what You have given.  We give you all the thanks, honour an glory in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Gal 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:  (KJV)

Acts 8:3  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.  (KJV).

Acts 9:1-2 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,  And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  (KJV)

How do the so-called churches today persecuting the people and keep them  in bondage?

Many preachers today, are a small scale version of Saul of Tarsus.  They are puffed up in their own egos and vain conceits. By withholding the Word of truth and perverting the gospel of Jesus Christ, they are persecuting the church…not physically, but spiritually.

They speak that which tickles the ears of the congregation…and never consider that one day, they will be held accountable for the words they have put forth.  It is almost impossible to find any preacher that preaches the mystery of the gospel of Christ Jesus.  

Most are preaching bondage…holding the people to the law, rather than the freedom that results from abiding in Christ Jesus. 

Gal 3:23-26 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

(KJV)

We are no longer under the law, but under grace.  We are free in Christ Jesus.  It is by faith that we are able to accept that Jesus Christ completed the work that He set out to do.  We are not complete in Him, and with His sacrifice, we now have access to God…He made peace between God and man and we can now, go boldly before the throne of grace.

Eph 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

(KJV)

We talked last week about preaching another gospel.  How did we determine that the few lies here and there were harmful…baptism, tithing, the number of wise men and where they saw Jesus Christ?

So by perverting the gospel little by little, they take away the solidarity of the gospel in that person.  It becomes another gospel.  

If you have a glass of cold water on a hot day, and you're really thirsty…you bring the glass up to eye level admiring the clarity of the water.  Then somebody puts one drop of vinegar in the water.  It is still looks clear to the physical eye…you can't see the change, but is the purity of that water the same?

Before I was saved, I heard somebody say, you tell a child about the Easter bunny, and the child finds out it's not true.  You tell a child about the tooth fairy and the child finds out it's not true, and about santa claus and the child finds out it's a lie…how will the child react if you tell him/her about Jesus Christ, whom you can't physically see?

Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he shall not depart from it.  We are children of God, and everyday, we learn about the Word if we are continuing in it.  If you learn a perverted gospel, then you are training yourself wrong.  If you seek the Word of truth, then you, the child of God, will be trained properly, and if you stay in the Word daily, and stay in the Spirit, and not the flesh, then you will not depart from the doctrine of Jesus Christ.

Gal 1:14  And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.  (KJV)

Isa 29:13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:  (KJV)

People want to claim to know Jesus Christ, and claim to worship him and serve him, but in their hearts, they don't want to give up the comfortable lifestyle of choosing when and where they will worship Father.  They want to make a gain out of serving Father.  

I have watched television preachers, they seem so sincere in what they are doing, but their entire message centers around how much money they can bring in.  They speak the name, and to the world, they look like pillars of the community, but they have a heart of stone, not a hear of flesh.

Isa 57:12  I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works; for they shall not profit thee.

(KJV)

We are not to profit from the works we do unto Father.  We should always give of ourselves freely…and Father will reward us, according to our needs.

Matt 10:8-9 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses,

(KJV)

freely ye have received, freely give.  How many so-called churches do you know that says, you can have a Bible if you need it, you can take tapes of music without charge, we will make no profit from anything we do for God?
Most churches I have been too have a bookstore in the church that opens after the morning service, to sell tapes, books, etc.  They commercialize the gospel of Jesus Christ and profit from His gift.  They declare that they are non-profit, but they profit from the vulnerability of their parishioners.  They would not have their doors open unless they could profit from the people.

Prov 11:28  He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch. (KJV)

Paul made a gain of persecuting Christians.  He was a high priest of the Pharisees, and achieved more earthly goods than any other Pharisee during his time.  It did not bring him gain, though.  He lived a life of luxury for a season, but on the road to Damascus, none of the earthly treasure he had stored up during this time profited him.

We can live our lives, storing up treasures on this earth, achieving great wealth, houses, fine cars, but without the focus of Christ Jesus, we will not be able to stand fast during these last days.  It is only by faith that we can endure…and that faith can only come from abiding in the Word daily. Our heart should be focused in Christ Jesus.  If we abide in Him…ALL of our needs will be provided.

Matt 6:19-21 
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  (KJV)

Phil 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. (KJV)

When the revelation of the mystery was given to Paul…he walked away from everything he knew.  He left the treasures and "hose I counted loss for Christ."  He gave up his former friends, associates, his position in the temple.

Eph 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  In whom all the building fitly framed together growth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.  (KJV)

Paul left his former lifestyle, but he gained so much more in Christ Jesus.  We are  "fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God."  We are a family. There can never be a closer family than the family of God in Christ Jesus.  

There can never be more love, support, encouragement and exhortation from each other.  As a family in Christ Jesus, we are one body.  We are the bride of Christ and each member is vitally important in making up the kingdom of God.

Col 2:2-3  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

Where is the treasure of those who abide in Christ Jesus?

Not by man's doctrine, not by the traditions of our ancestors, but through Jesus Christ. God doesn't have grandchildren, nieces, uncles, sisters…we have to come as an individual to God through Christ Jesus.  We can't believe that because daddy abides in the righteousness of Christ Jesus, that we will go, too. 

We are a family in Christ Jesus, and only when we abide in the Spirit and we work out our salvation with fear and trembling, can we expect to see the kingdom of God.  

If doesn't matter if wife or husband prays unceasingly…when the trump sounds and Christ Jesus calls His children home, we will rise to meet him, not based on who we know that is going, or what great works we have done, but if we abide in Christ Jesus. 

We must know Him and live in Him…He must abide in us as we abide in Him.  Without that, we are not going to be rising to be with Christ Jesus, worshipping at the throne of God.  Without working out our own salvation with fear and trembling, we will not be part of the catching away.

Everyday, we should stay in the Word, praying unceasingly for each other, being knit together in love…exhorting one another.  If one member of the body is weak, we are all weak.  As each member of the body is strong, the body of Christ Jesus, as a whole, is strong.  As each member works out their own salvation, working in the service of God through Christ Jesus, we should support and encourage their continued growth and maturity.  Not demeaning, but uplifting and exhorting.

Gal 1:15-16  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,  To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:   (KJV)

