June 22

<opentext> As we study the Word of God this day, let us open our hearts and minds to the leading of the Holy Spirit, as He is our teacher and our guide as we journey through the Word this day. Let us lay aside what we have heard from man in the past, and hear that which Father has for us this day. Father we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, which gives us access to your throne this day

<opentext> Gal 1:1-2, Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) 

<opentext> So often when we look at the Word, we take many things for granted. Just as we do with Paul the Apostle. Since he was commissioned by God, one of the first things we assume, is that people flocked to hear him.   Since most have very little understanding of the Word of God, many assume that all of God's prophets and teachers throughout time have been openly accepted by God's people. This is the furthest thing from the truth. And did not change when it came to the followers of Jesus Christ.  One thing we fail to see when reading the Word, is all of the correction and direction that is given throughout the Bible. We memorize verses that we like from certain books, but exclude verses that will challenge us to live a more Godly life. Let's look at a few examples from the Old Testament. It will help give us a better insight to what the teachers of God have had to put up with.

<opentext> Isa 28:14-16, Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: 

<opentext> for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't it interesting, how Isaiah had to speak against the rulers that were in Jerusalem, these were the religious leaders of the day. They openly lived under lies a refuge.....and put the people under many falsehoods.  How welcome do you think Isaiah was amoung these religious rulers?

<at-peace> Not very welcome.

<mizpah> Not much.

<opentext> They openly lived under lies, and made them a refuge a refuge.

<shama> Not welcome.

<opentext> Ever notice how that when a person tells one lie, they have to tell two to cover the one, and then four to cover the two...and it grows exponentially.  As we can see, Isaiah was not very welcome....and have times changed much today?

<mizpah> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> He couldn't have been very welcome when he was exposing their deceit.

<at-peace> no

<opentext> what happens when we show people how the Bible has been misrepresented...are we welcome...or do the people think we are trying to take away their religion?

<mizpah> We are taking away something that is comfortable to them.

<at-peace> They think we are trying to take away from what they have been taught.

<opentext> How have these lies been able to be established and take root?

<mizpah> By people believing man instead of checking it out in the Word for themselves.

<at-peace> They haven't taken the time to study the Word for themselves to know if what they are being taught is truth or not.

<opentext> Exactly...and since checking it out in the Word...would take effort on their part, they choose to believe man, rather then take the time away from their pleasures, and see what God's Word has to say. It is an endless list as we well know, on things misrepresented....from two of every kinf taken aboard the ark....to three wise men at the manger scene....and all still supported by the majority of those that call themselves Christians.  As we can see...a refuge of lies!!!

<opentext> Jer 7:2-8, Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor;  If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, we oppress the stranger...we make fun of the fatherless....we abuse widows....and we will make war to further our own ends.....how have times changed?

<mizpah> not

<at-peace> they haven't

<shama> they haven't

<opentext> In today's world....widows are one of the scam artists favorite targets.

<mizpah> recent widows trust everybody is looking out for them

<opentext> Our societies have aided the fatherless in the wrong ways.  It is very interesting to me...to read these passages from 3000 years ago...and see how times have not changed a bit...it is the same things that still plaque God's people.....and all from the people that we have put in the position of authority.

<opentext> Ezek 3:17-21, Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; 

<opentext> the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul. (KJV)

<opentext> We seldom think of the fact that we have to be warned....as for the most part, many think that they are secure with what they have been taught.  The more we see in the Word, the more obvious that it becomes...how ignorant most so called Christians really are, and the lies they make to justify where they are at.  Why has the Church become so lazy?

<mizpah> They want everything easy...being spoon fed and they think it alleviates their responsibility.

<shama> Cuz they are getting spoon fed.

<opentext> Hab 2:18-19 What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it. (KJV)

<opentext> People always want to put the blame on the preachers and the teachers....and yet Paul tells us in Philippians, that we...have to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.  We...the church...are the ones that have allowed these people to stay in positions of authority, and supported the work, and things that they teach.

<opentext> Hosea 4:1-7, Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away. Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.  Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame. (KJV)

<opentext> In our country here, the more our population has grown, the further we have grown away from God, and all because we have rejected the knowledge of God.  What most fail to see, is that we have taught our children to grow away from God, that we have taught them to serve idols, and follow strange gods....and then have the audacity to tell people that we are a Christian nation.  From these four examples that we have seen this morning..or evening....where have times changed?

<mizpah> They haven't.

<at-peace> They haven't.

<shama> Sure haven't.

<opentext> Mark 4:18-19, And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> In the so called super nations of the world...these are the things that are causing great destruction amoungst the so called church.  We base our spirituality on the things that we have , and the things that we are working to acquire, and yet, these are all things that occupy our time, so that we have no time to spend with Father in His Word.  We believe in the prophets of the Old Testament, because we can read and see that it was so. And that God honored that what He asked of them to do. However, what would we have done if we were the Galatians, or the Corinthians or perhaps even the Colossians? 

<mizpah> I would have been listening to Paul very intently.

<opentext> Each of the letters that Paul wrote to these places....was just as judgmental as the writings that we saw out of the OT. And how well were these prophets received...any better then Paul was?

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> nope

<opentext> Would we be led by what the majority said? Or would we take our life in our hands by hearing and obeying the message that Father revealed to Paul? 

<mizpah> I can say now, that i would have chosen eternal life...listening to Paul.

<opentext> It is one thing to say that we would follow the Word of God when surrounded by fellow believers. But, what would happen if we were confronted by ourselves, would we know the Word of God well enough to be able to stand?

<mizpah> Don't wanna think about it...i don't know.

<opentext> Acts 14:19-20, And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. (KJV)

<opentext> This is what happened to Paul. in wanting to present the gospel message of Jesus Christ, to those that were in Galatia......what a welcoming committee.

<opentext> Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)  (KJV)

<opentext> So, as we look at verse 1 again...we can see and hear that many doubted that Paul was truly called of God, and in his opening statement to the Galatians...he makes it known that He was called and separated by God, not by man, and that he was sure of the God that he served...for he had indeed seen the risen Saviour.   He was not appointed by those of the temple...and as a matter of fact...was speaking against those that had the security and comfort of serving in the temple.  So, as we continue this journey through the book of Galatians, let us keep fresh in our minds, that this message that Paul was delivering, was not widely accepted as many believe, but was a stern warning against these churches...and this all only about 13 to 15 years after the Lord Himself had left this earth. Here we are some 1950 years later, and think that we are above the problems that faced the early church.  Could this be why the Lord Himself asked if He would still find faith when He returned!

<mizpah> Absolutely...and He will find very little faith when He returns.

<opentext> Gal 1:2 nd all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia: (KJV)

<opentext> So often when people look at this verse, they think that Paul had multitudes that were supporting him....and yet there were few that actually stood with him.

<opentext> Gal 1:3-4 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:  (KJV)

<opentext> Tomorrow we will start on these 2 verses....any questions from today...or things to share.

