Bible Study Wednesday 7 February, 2001

<ready2> heavenly Father i thank you for this day and for your precious promise of life, that by these we are made partakers of your divine nature this day through Jesus Christ our Lord 

<ready2> Luke 12:32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. (KJV) 

<ready2> continuing on this verse here again today, knowing it is our Fathers good pleasure to give us of his kingdom 
<ready2> now starting out in this verse, we see the term little flock, ever wonder why he makes the statement little, and not huge flock? 
<char-judy> many are called but few are chosen 
<rhoumai> many are called and few are chosen 
<steph> there is only a few that continue on His path 
<his> narrow is the gate, straight is the way and few there are that find it 

<ready2> good point, continuing on His path, knowing that he that endures to the end shall be saved 

<ready2> Gal 6:9-10 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV) 

<ready2> ever get frustrated along the way, thinking why bother, nothing seems to working my way, and wondering sometimes, God are you really hearing and answering my prayers? 
<his> at times...then remember if that seem to be the case then i am in error 
<his> possibly 
<rhoumai> have wondered that...especially when i have not been patient 
<steph> when we let the distractions take our focus off His promises... then we get weary 
<ready2> let me say for myself, i have thought that at times in my walk, and have to admit have thought it with other people as well within the body, even to the point of why bother, they wont change 
<ready2> and that is why we see right after the verse about be not weary, to continue to do good, and especially to them who are of the household of faith, knowing that the arm of the Lord is never to short to save 
<ready2> after all, aren't you glad God never had this attitude toward us as well, but he is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish, but all come to repentance 
<his> yes 
<rhoumai> most certainly am! 
<char-judy> yes 
<steph> yes 

<ready2> what if a person was one verse away, or one more nudge of encouragement away from turning the corner so to speak, making the change, and achieving victory in an area they were struggling in, i for one would not want to be guilty of holding that back 
<ready2> so let us keep this in mind always,, and especially within the body 

<ready2> Heb 12:2-3 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. (KJV) 

<ready2> no where in my bible does it say it is an easy path, if it was then it would be a huge flock, rather than a little one 
<ready2> and any time we get weary in our minds thinking woe is me, no one understands, we need only look back on the life of Christ as he was manifest in the body of Jesus of nazereth, and see that we to are more than conquerors, if we are willing to hold fast this confidence stedfast to the end 

<ready2> 1 Cor 15:58 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (KJV) 

<ready2> there are times in our walk it is going to seem like we are not making progress, or that our prayers are not being answered, but quite the opposite is true, and that is one of the devices of the enemy, to get some doubt and frustration planted with in us 
<ready2> in the world we are taught there are quick fixes, instant gratification, win the lottery, but the road that leads to Fathers house is one of patience and endurance, a path not heavily traveled, but one that is worth it to those that endure 

<ready2> Heb 6:11-12 11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (KJV) 

<ready2> it takes faith and patience to inherit these promises, not grumbling and doubt, and despite what the outward appears at times, or the attacks of the adversary, we have to keep that same diligence, the full assurance of hope unto the end, allowing his victory to be manifest in our lives, nothing less 

<ready2> Rom 2:7-8 7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, (KJV) 

<ready2> its when the carnal mind takes over, letting the doubts creep in and flood the mind, that is when we become contentious at times, and our peace is gone 
<ready2> but letting the peace of God rule in our hearts in all these matters, walking by faith and not sight, sound, or emotions, we will avoid these pitfalls 

<ready2> Isa 11:1-2 1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; (KJV) 

<ready2> isaiah spoke of our Lord, and of the spirit of Christ that would be poured out upon us in these last days 

<ready2> Isa 11:3-4 3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. (KJV) 

<ready2> and He too kept his body in subjection to the Spirit, He being the firstborn of all creation, set and lived a perfect example of how faith and patience pays off, enduring to the end, and is now seated at the right hand of Father 
<ready2> according to the outward, a few loaves and fishes would not feed the multitude, lazarus was dead four days, and yet despite what the outward said, he let the spirit have its way, though at times just like with all of us, the flesh did become weary at times 

<ready2> Heb 3:6 6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. (KJV) 

<ready2> it is easy to rejoice when things are going well for us, when we see the victory in our lives, area's we have struggled in the past with are now no longer a hinderance to us 
<ready2> the bills are paid, the fridge is full, a job promotion, a newer car, but we need to keep this same attitude, even in times of persecution 

<ready2> Matt 5:11-12 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. (KJV) 

<ready2> when is the last time you rejoiced in times of persecution, knowing that great is your reward in heaven, or is our first thought to sulk and think why is this happening, or sometimes what have i done wrong? 

<ready2> 1 Pet 4:12-13 12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. (KJV) 

<ready2> again here we see to rejoice, dont think it strange, be not weary in well doing, hold fast our profession of faith without wavering, these are all a part of a Christians walk that will take place on the road that leads to Fathers house, so now it is a matter of changing our thought patterns 

<ready2> 1 Pet 1:5-6 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: (KJV) 

<ready2> yes there are times it is going to seem overwhelming to the flesh, there are going to be trials and tribulations, but thank God we have the body of Christ to share those with 
<ready2> but again, it is not a time to be weary and faint, it is a time to rejoice, even though the flesh does get heavy at times with these burdens, the spirit man rejoices knowing that the victory is ours if we keep this confidence stedfast to the end 

<ready2> Gal 6:9-10 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV) 

<ready2> let us continue to do good unto all men, and so much more they within the body, and one way that is accomplishes is by not being wearied and faint in our minds, but being ready always to give an answer to any man that would ask us of the hope that is within us, not letting the things on the outward, diminish our hope and rejoicing to the end 

<ready2> 2 Cor 1:3-5 3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. (KJV) 

<ready2> the God of comfort who comforted us through our times of trials, is able to comfort those within the body also, as long as we are not wearied and faint in our minds, but willing to give that answer when asked 


<ready2> i will stop here, any questions or comments this day? 

<ready2> Rom 12:21 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. (KJV) 

<ready2> there are things that are going to happen to us at times, things we know are not just or fair, but we cant let it get the best of us 

<his>Phil 4:4 4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. (KJV) 

<char-judy> o/ 

<ready2> 1Thes 5:18 18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV) 

<ready2> yes c-j 

<char-judy> Phil 4:11-13 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV) 

<ready2> the God of all comfort will continue to strengthen us, as long as we are willing to endure to the end 

<ready2> Rom 8:38-39 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (KJV) 

<ready2> we need to be persuaded ourselves, not becoming wearied and faint, but knowing no matter what, i too am going on and will not stop at nothing short than victory 
<ready2> and whatever state in am in, now matter what it appears on the outward man, i am going to keep the inward man renewed and strengthened 

<ready2> any other ?'s or comments 
<ready2> if none then we will open the channel this day 
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