Bible Study Monday 3 February 2003

<greg> Our Father, we come before you this day seeking your guidance through the spirit, to continue to be partakers of your divine nature, by hearing and obeying your counsel given through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Definition for standard: That which is established by sovereign power as a rule or measure by which others are to be adjusted. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Before Christ became Lord of our lives, we lived by the standards and customs of this world. Even still after all of this time in walking with God, one is still able to see how many of these old standards and customs still hinder our walk and relationship with God.

<opentext> Your own walk and relationship with God, how confident are you of the work He as begun within you?

<at-peace> more each day

<diligently> most day very confident, but at times do fal short.

<diligently> fall

<disciple> confident of His work, although at times my faith wavers

<opentext> William's NewTestament

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:26 For consider, brothers, the way God called you; that not many of you, ­in accordance with human standards­, were wise, not many influential, not many of high birth.

<opentext> How often does one judge themselves, as well as others, in accordance with human standards?

<greg> those that compare themselves by themselves are not wise

<diligently> this is very easy to do, but do know and am learning daily to be just pleasing to my heavenly Father

<greg> the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God

<opentext> What one often forgets, that if they are a new creation in Christ, then there is a new set of standards which governs the new creation. And since it is God that brings about this new creation, it is God who is able to set these standards. Yet, does one turn to God or man most often, to see and hear what these standards are?

<diligently> Father daily being renewed in His word.

<at-peace> should always be God we turn to first

<chosen> should be only Father and His Word

<disciple> our focus should always be Father as our source

<greg> we should be seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and then theses things shall be

added

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:15-16, 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, we know or should know, that God cannot lie, and that He would never ask anything of us that was impossible. In Christ, we are to strive for that perfection that Jesus of Nazareth set for us, by always hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ within Him. Yet, how often does one try to justify their short-comings, rather then seeking the wisdom from above, that will enable them to overcome the short-comings?

<diligently> have at times tried to justify my short comings

<disciple> seeking Father should always be our first choice

<at-peace> have done that and realized that if I am trying to justify then I am still looking at the problem rather than seeking the solution that only God can provide

<diligently> but not often PYF

<opentext> Romans 15: 5. May God, who gives men patient endurance and encouragement,<c> grant you such harmony with one another, ­in accordance with the standard which Christ Jesus sets­, 6. that with united hearts and lips you may praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Yes, by and of ourselves, there is nothing good that is able to come or be derived of the lower nature. This is where one has to keep fresh in their heart and mind, that as an adopted child of God, we have a new set of standards, a new set of principles, and a new ability.

<opentext> The lower nature, the old man, will always be trying to re-establish control within one's life, and it is only this new ability, this new standard which is able to enable you to overcome. Yet, how often does one judge the situation, the circumstances by that which the old nature sees and observes, rather then by looking at things by and through their new ability in Christ?

<at-peace> whenever we lean to our own understanding set by the standards of the lower namture insteady of walking by faith and not by sight

<at-peace> nature... that is

<greg> when ones eyes of understanding is enlightened, then they are able to see that they truly can do all things through Christ who is their strength

<opentext> So then, we can see that one has to learn, grow and develop this trust in God, and the new standards which He has made available to us in the new creation in Christ. And the only way that one can do this, is by going over the new standards that Father has set for us, the new book of standards.

<opentext> Our own understanding, tries to always revert to, or interject the old standards. The new nature, strives to be pleasing to God. This is where and how the battle is waged. Thus why one has to learn to apply the new standards God has given us to their life and walk on a continual basis.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one only seek God and His standards, when it appears things are going a bit amiss?

<diligently> often, it should be , with the strength of Christ within me.

<disciple> only if one is being faithful and obedient to His Word, do they seek Father's standards at all times

<opentext> William's NewTestament

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:26 For consider, brothers, the way God called you; that not many of you, ­in accordance with human standards­, were wise, not many influential, not many of high birth.

<opentext> Now, how often does one judge others by God's standards, and then apply the human standards to themselves?

<disciple> ouch...too often

<diligently> yes, have done this at time also.

<chosen> some times

<opentext> As we saw a bit earlier, God says that we are to be holy as He is holy. We have to look and see His family in the same way and manner (standard) that He does.

<opentext> This one can only do, if they are operating in and by the standard of Christ, that He has made available to us. What standard will you allow to govern your life this day.
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