Bible Study Tuesday 11 February 2003 

<chosen> we thank you Father for all of your blessings this day, and for your love that never leaves us... we pray that we would learn to imitate your love in any areas that we may need to be trained in, hearing and obeying your counsel this day and growing up to you in all things, and we thank you for this through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> King James

Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.

<opentext> With the divine nature, is a new standard of life and living. And for most, they will try to have a conscience void of offense towards God, but then exclude or avoid the last part of that verse; or at least have exclusionary clauses.

<opentext> Now, the only way that one can be void of offense, is if they have a mind that is renewed in and on the Word. Thus one can see why it is so vital to have one's mind meditating in the Word day and night.

<opentext> To pray without ceasing. A noble statement, yet, how difficult is this to perform?

<chosen> quite difficult at times

<diligently> at times, yes

<disciple> one has to be aware in the spirit to do that...it doesn't happen naturally, because the lower nature doesn't want to do it

<h-d> as he says....think on these things

<opentext> The lower nature does not want to do it! The old standard still lurks in the background, waiting for any and every opportunity to grumble and complain.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Jude 1:16 These persons are grumblers, ever complaining about their lot. They live to satisfy their evil passions, their lips boast arrogant things, and they flatter others for personal gain.

<opentext> Thus we can see (or should see) why Paul tells us not to be conformed, patterned after, imitating this world. For this was how the lower nature, the old man was trained and developed.

<opentext> King James

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 12:2 Stop living in accordance with the customs of this world, but by the new ideals that mold your minds<c> continue to transform yourselves, so as to find and follow<d> God's will; that is, what is good, well-pleasing to Him, and perfect.

<opentext> The new nature must be allowed to mold or shape the thinking process, so that it is an full compliance and agreement with God and His Word, the standard that is required for the new nature.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one still try to adapt the laws for the old nature, to the new creation?

<disciple> it happens, until I hear Father's voice reminding me that is not His way

<h-d> putting new wine in an old wine skin

<opentext> What would happen if you would try to operate you car, by the instructions for your washing machine?

<diligently> would not work at all

<disciple> it would not work...the instructions are specific to that piece of machinery

<opentext> So then, is it any wonder with the problems and complications that arise in one's life, when they attempt to operate the new nature with the old standards?

<disciple> nope <h-d> none at all <faithful> no <diligently> no

<opentext> And who does one blame, when the new nature will not operate with the old standards?

<h-d> never themselves

<disciple> would like to say self...but usually blame it on Father, saying His way isn't working

<opentext> Now, we started today's lesson, saying that we are to be void of offense towards God, but also our fellow man. This can only be accomplished by one keeping the proper thoughts within their mind.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

2 Corinthians 10:5 For we overthrow arrogant 'reckonings,' and every stronghold that towers high in defiance of the knowledge of God, and we carry off every thought as if into slavery - into subjection to Christ;

<opentext> King James

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

<opentext> You, have to get rid of any thoughts that attempt to overthrow the standards of the new nature.

<opentext> How often does one wait for God to do the work within them?

<disciple> sometimes i plow ahead of Father...with myself and expectations of others :-(

<h-d> we need patience...BUT...we need to work out our own salvation!

<diligently> not often any longer, He is teaching me in all things daily

<at-peace> we should be working together with Him 

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, comprehending and then becoming obedient to the Message delivered to you, by and through Christ. Simple obedience to His Word, will cause the new nature to operate in compliance with the new standard, and thus be void of offense towards both God and their fellow man.

<opentext> Deut 28:1And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. (KJV)

<opentext> To hear, to listen; such a simple statement. To hear one has to have a comprehension, understanding of what is being said. Then, one has to grasp the implications of what is being stated, and then apply what they have heard to their life.

<opentext> How often does one hear, but not comprehend?

<disciple> that has sure happened 

<chosen^> when we are leaning to our own understanding rather than hearing His wisdom in the situation

<greg> faith without works is dead, without understanding the message, one cannot act properly

<opentext> How often does one comprehend, but ignore the implications for failure to comply with the instructions?

<disciple> that has happened more times than simply not hearing :-(

<opentext> Note how God had Moses word it in verse one...that God will set those that hear and obey on high. Paul stated it just a bit differently.

<opentext> Col 3:1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity, that right to remain seated in Him. This can only be accomplished by allowing the new nature, the new standards to be that which guides and controls your life. Today, will you remain risen with Him?

<chosen^> yes <faithful> yes <disciple> we certainly will! :-))

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene <at-peace> verses to share.....

<at-peace> I Jn 2:16-17 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> That we may be one, as they are One.
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