Bible Study Monday 10 February 2003

<at-peace> Father we thank you for another day to serve and please you and for the family and fellowship you have blessed us with in Christ and pray that we will continue to grow in the unity of the faith unto a perfect man through all that you have prepared for us this day and give you all the praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Matthew 6: 33. But as your first duty keep on<p> looking for His standard of doing right,<q> and for His will,<r> and then all these things will be yours besides.

<opentext> 34. So never worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries of its own. Each day has evil enough of its own." (Williams NT)

<opentext> Our first duty, to look for, to observe, and then to apply to our life, the standard which He has set for us to follow.

<opentext> How often does on look for His standard first, or only after a few of our own failed attempts?

<opentext> on=one

<at-peace> it should always be His standard first, but at times fall short before hearing His way

<j-m> have done that at times

<opentext> Romans 8: 4. so that the requirement of the law might be fully met in us who do not live by the standard<d> set by our lower nature, but by the standard set by the Spirit. 5. For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature,<e> and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Isn't it where the problem arises, is when we try to apply the standard of our lower nature first, to spiritual matters, that we fall short of the glory of God?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<j-m> yes

<opentext> We will hear what God says in the initial conversation, but then in trying to impress God, one will lean to their own understanding (the standards of the lower nature) and thus act on the impulses of the lower nature, rather then patiently, and perseveringly hearing all of Father's counsel before proceeding.

<opentext> William's New Testament

<opentext> Romans 15:5 May God, who gives men patient endurance and encouragement,<c> grant you such harmony with one another, in accordance with the standard which Christ Jesus sets,

<opentext> The patient endurance, with encouragement will bring about one's consistency in the Word, because one has seen, heard and then applied to their life the standard set for us to follow by Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Now, we most often know what we should do, that is which standard we should follow. So then how does the standard of the lower nature get in there at times?

<j-m> leaning to our own understanding ( adding it to Fathers )

<labourer> quick to speak, slow to hear, quick to wrath.

<opentext> excellent answers....and this next verse confirms these..... William's New Testament

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:16 So from this moment on, I do not estimate anybody by the standard of outward appearances. Although I once did estimate Christ by this standard, I do not do so any longer.

<opentext> If we eliminated judging things by the standard of outward appearances; that is, we always looked through the eyes of the Spirit of God, how many self-inflicted wounds could we eliminate?

<chosen> all

<j-m> all

<opentext> All of the fiery darts would be extinguished by the living waters. And this is the perfection that we are to strive for, even though we know that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God. However, the righteous man falls seven times but arises, because the arm of the Lord is never to short to save those that seek His mercy; as well the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man ( living by the standard of the divine nature) will always be praying and supporting the family of God.

<opentext> 2Cor 10: 3. For though I do still live the life of a physical human creature, I am not waging this war in accordance with physical human standards, 4. for the weapons used in my warfare are not mere human<d> ones, but through my God are mighty for demolishing fortresses. 5. For I am demolishing arguments and every barrier that is raised against the genuine knowledge of God, taking captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ, (Williams NT)

<opentext> We are still in this world, but, we have to learn to live by the standard of the divine nature.

<opentext> Now, where the problem arises, is that we have spent so many years developing, maintaining and re-enforcing the standards of the lower nature, that many times as we are growing, we will revert to those, rather then hearing Father's counsel all of the way through.

<opentext> Note what our brother Paul says in verse 5: bringing every thought under the control of Christ. This is where i stumble most often, because often times i react, instead of hearin Father's counsel.

<opentext> As mike stated a bit earlier from the lower standard...<labourer> quick to speak, slow to hear, quick to wrath.....this is the way we react, by the old standards

<opentext> Whereas, we should be quick to hear Father counsel.....and slow to speak, because even Father may have shown us the answer, it does not always mean that He is going to have us answer the person.

<opentext> And when we answer without His authority, then we get mad because "they" did not heed the counsel we shared. Anybody done this besides me?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<j-m> yes

<labourer> y

<opentext> Phil 4:[H-Practice high standards of conduct]

8. Now, brothers, practice thinking on what is true, what is honorable, what is right, what is pure, what is lovable, what is high-toned, yes, on everything that is excellent or praiseworthy. 9. Practice the things you learned, received, and heard from me, things that you saw me do, and then the God who gives us peace will be with you. (Williams NT)

<opentext> The practice, or application to one's life, the high standard of conduct that Jesus Christ made in and on our behalf, that we too should follow in His footsteps.

<opentext> William's New Testament

<opentext> 1 Peter 2:21 Indeed, it was to this kind of living that you were called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you might follow His footsteps.

<opentext> If we learn to follow His footsteps, one will never stray from the strait and narrow path. Just as today in the fresh snow, if you follow someone elses footsteps that knows where they are going, you will not be distracted by wet feet.

<opentext> Today, each of has the choice, the opportunity to follow the footsteps He has made for us, that go according to the standard of the divine nature. It is each persons choice of whether or not they will follow.

<opentext> My prayer for each of Father's family, that they hold fast the profession of faith, that they will

adhere to Father standard for their life this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today’s study?
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