Bible Study Thursday 6 April, 2000

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and the time that you have blessed us with, to gather together in the name of your Son and our savior Jesus Christ. We are thankful for the daily bread, that you know that we have need of to sustain us through this day… We are thankful and grateful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus...

<opentext> Today is Q & A day

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> for the last week or so, in reading the scriptures, "widows" kept coming up... we looked up the meaning from a verse in the old testament, meaning....    490  'almanah (al-maw-naw'); fem of 488; a widow; also a desolate place: KJV-- desolate house (palace), widow…..   and in the new testament.….  5503  chera (khay'-rah); feminine of a presumed derivative apparently from the base of 5490 through the idea of deficiency; a widow (as lacking a husband), literally or figuratively: KJV-- widow.

<at-peace> James 1:27 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
(KJV)

<at-peace> the understanding that we heard was that widows is those without a husband (espoused to Christ), and that the fatherless would be those who have not God as their Father as there is only one way unto the Father and that is through Christ Jesus... guess my question is could you help in understanding this better...

<opentext> def from James for widow, from Thayers.....5503  chera-1) a widow 2) metaphorically, a city stripped of its inhabitants and riches is represented under the figure of a widow

<opentext> in Christ, are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and as you said, no man comes to the Father, but by Him...It is only in Christ, that we become a new creation, and thereby a part of the family of God…  Prior to that, we are as the wayward son, who spent away his inheritance in wanton and riotous living...and finally come to our senses, and turn to God. Abundant or rich life, can only be as we are reconciled to God by Jesus Christ… The thief (devil) comes but to steal, kill and destroy, which leaves a desolate or spoiled house.

<at-peace> in the world we think of a widow as someone who has lost their husband...would that be as those who have left their first love?

<opentext> i would think of it in most cases, as one who has lost their "security"

<at-peace> okay... like in the parable of the sower

<opentext> yes…  does that help charlene?

<at-peace> thank you, will help in opening it up further with the other scriptures we have read 

<his> o/

<helpmate> yes graeme

<his> looking at parable of sower...don't understand:… <opentext> i would think of it in most cases, as one who has lost their "security" … <at-peace> okay... like in the parable of the sower … <opentext> yes

<opentext> the beaten path, is where one has allowed hardness to settle in, and causes a cold, hard heart, with which the Word is easily taken away by the devil and his workers.....sell out rights very quickly….  the stoney path, is where the allow the hardness of life and its afflictions to cut off and hinder any growth...as they do not like any conflicts or persecution to enter their life…  the thorns and thistles are when our life becomes obsessed with the wrong priorities to enter our heart and mind, and chokes the Word......all instances that will cause one to leave a secure relationship, and chase things that will lead to death…  in each instance, it is done by choice....it is always our choice, on whether or not we remain in and with Christ. No man is able to pluck us from Father's hand, although one is always able to walk away.

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks....salvation = security

<shama> o/

<helpmate> yes steph

<shama> have heard, in the past, people say that they have not sinned.....and know that that would be a lie.....but noticed the following verse yesterday and trying to see how it makes God to be a liar when someone says that....i thought that it would just make them to be a liar

<shama> I Jn 1:10 10
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.(KJV)

<opentext> if we say that we have not sinned, then we are not holding God to be true....and if God is not true, then salvation would be a lie, and there is no hope for us. It is not that God is a liar....it is the perception in which one holds the truth of the Word… if we are not with God, then we are against Him. so, if we are not of His kingdom, then we are an enemy against Him… Therefore, we will not believe anything He has to say. 

<opentext> Rom 3:3 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?
(KJV)

<opentext> unbelief separates us from Father realm. Does that make God untrue. NO! However, unbelief puts us in the realm of the devil, who is the father of lies… and if we are not accepting the truth unto life...the only other alternative according to God's Word, is to believe lies unto death.

<shama> oh ok, so by saying that they have not sinned, they are calling Him a liar because His word says that we ALL fall short and sin?

<opentext> exactly steph...because if they are saying they do not sin, they are telling God that there was no need for His plan of salvation.

<shama> ok thanks

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Heb 10:5-6 5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. (KJV)

.

<his> was trying to find this in old testament....bit about offering and sacrifice is in Ps 40:6-8 but couldn't find "but a body thou hast prepared me"...i know paul often paraphrased verses...do you know where this is from ?

<opentext> Isa 7:14-16 14
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 16
For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good,… 
 (KJV)

<opentext> this is but one instance of where we see this... another good place to read, would be Psalm 22… the whole of the OT points to the coming Messiah Jesus Christ, and is a matter of following it through from where it starts in genesis.

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes very much thanks

<opentext> very good questions today...do we have any more?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> in 1thes 2:4 ,5 ......2 questions please...what does...but God, which trieth our hearts ..what does that mean.....and what does ...a cloke of covetousness ..what does that mean ?

1 Thes 2:4 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. (KJV)

<opentext> def. for trieth from 1Thess 2:4...1381  dokimazo- 1) to test, to examine, to prove, to scrutinize (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals  2) to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, to deem worthy

<opentext> God examines and knows the true motives of our heart...they cannot be hid from Him.

<diligently> ok

<opentext> 1Thes 2:5 5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Thessalonians 2:5  PP3 Can ye call God to witness that in preaching it ye have no end in view by your ministry but his glory in the salvation of souls? Or do ye enter into the priesthood for a morsel of bread, or for what is ominously and impiously called a living, a benefice? In better days your place and office (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The sole purpose for those in the ministry, should be to point people to Father through Jesus Christ......as they should know and realize, that Father is their source, and will provide all that they have need for. Paul is saying that this was the motives of his heart, he was after their salvation, not any of their possessions.

<diligently> ok, we understand ,thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments today?

<opentext> again, very good questions today.....we will open the channel for fellowship now
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